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Finally... 


Edmonton’s most unique gifts, now INTEREST FREE with your (Of Credit Card!* 


Only until Christmas, get the world's most innovative 
home furnishings and accessories. (Pay later. MUCH later!) 


“OAC, Details in store. (We make financing easy too!) The ty Bear 
is yours free when you apply for the tof Credit Card; No purchase required. 
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iE BACK 


ot the typo! 


fe not especially good spellers, as 
sof you are fond of pointing out, so 
an pretty much guarantee that there's 
po, grammatical error or some other 
hoo in this issue. The first several 
iple (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
ailing such a find win their pick from 
pile of astoundingly horrible CDs in 
Offices. And we're losing the battle— 
pile is closing in on 400. Help! 

ast week, there were our trusty spot- 
Tecognized extraneous punctua- 
why are two exclamation points 
but a period-exclamation combo not 
ye? Other rules were broken ... 
Ne, shame. 


CANADIAN FOLK MUSIC AWARDS / 55 


“| believe the first line was, ‘Let's face 
it—the Junos are absolutely crap."” — 
Roddy Campbell, Penguin Eggs founder 


INSIDE THE LIBERAL MACHINE / 7 

“| found myself trying desperately not to 
roll my eyes when an Ignatieff delegate 
tried to convince me that her candidate's 
long sojourn from this country would 
make him a better representative for 
Canada ‘on the world stage.” —Bryan 
Birtles, Liberal Party of Canada delegate 


FALALALALA-LALA-LUCK OFF / 43 
“We are a bit vulgar, but | like to think 
that it's kind of laced with intellect—or 
maybe it's intellect laced with vulgarity. 
Basically, we like to have someone poop 


in a bucket, but we like it to be Freudian.” 


—Sam Varteniuk, the smart quarter of 
Mostly Water Theatre 


THE PORTAL |S OPENING / 49 
“People in Alberta don’t seek this [art] 
out; it’s unfamiliar and terrifying. People 
don’t know what to do once they get 
there.” —Anya Tonkonogy, curator of 
Portal Gallery 
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JOIN THE CREATIVE CLASS. 


Centre students know who they are and what they want. 
They're passionate and have a clear vision of their future. | 


They want careers that cultivate their instincts and reward | | 
their creativity. 


The Centre for Arts and Technology provides an inspired 
educational environment for motivated students seeking | 
rewarding creative careers. Join the creative class. Call | 
us to find out how. 


- 3D Animation - Digital Filmmaking 
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No girls allowed 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 1 - 
oth the Alberta Progressive Conservatives and the federal Liberal par- 
Be used last weekend's leadership contests to signal new directions 


for their parties. A chorus for change emerged from the grassroots. 

Both parties responded by trying to make harmony with only one voice. 
Neither the Alberta PCs nor the federal Liberals have proposed serious meas- 
ures for how to involve more women in politics. 

Politics is a man’s game. Women in Canada have hit a glass ceiling at the 
federal level, stalled at 21 per cent of MPs. In Alberta, our numbers have 
dropped; 25 per cent of our MLAs were women in 1997. We're now at only 20 
per cent. 

Some Liberal candidates committed to serious changes in how their party 
involves women. Those candidates did not win. Stephane Dion’s commit- 
ments to involving and running more women were arguably the weakest of 
the three frontrunners. 

At Jeast Liberal candidates dared to say the word “woman” in their cam- 
paign literature. The same cannot be said for Alberta's Conservatives. Not one 
of the eight candidates referenced how attracting more women to Alberta's 
governing party could be part of the renewal process. The party did not even 
recognize that half of the population is grossly underrepresented in Alberta 
politics, let alone propose even one idea for how to fix it. 

Last Saturday's leadership contests featured only one woman among the 16 
candidates running for the Alberta PCs and the federal Liberals. It is telling 
that the one woman who bravely took a shot at running had no seat and 
placed dead last. 

Women bring a different perspective to politics. Women are still responsible 
for 75 per cent of the child-rearing and work inside the home, and are more 
likely to be community or school volunteers and caregivers for aging relatives; 
accordingly, our perspective often illuminates how real people—not statistics 
or government studies—live out political decisions in real life. 

More women in politics also normalizes our presence in the halls of power. 
If the frat-house-like atmosphere of sexist slurs in this year’s House of Com- 
mons has taught us anything, it’s that a little civility and substance in political 
debate is sorely needed. w 
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= LETTERS 


GIRLS JUST WANNA HAVE FUN 


Thanks for introducing a female perspective into your column (“A 
little rougher than your average ladies night,” Totally Gay, Nov 30 
~ Dee 6), although | enjoy your regular columns all the same. 

\'ve had the same sort of experience with older, butchier 
women too—Alberta is pretty depressing that way. | was pret- 
ty excited to hear that there are more fem lesbians in the city 
because at times my girlfriend and | feel very, very alone and 
thank the stars that we have found each other. (yay!) 

Keep up the good work. 


KAREN BLACK 


LIVING WITH VIDEOTAPES 


| just read your mostly positive review of my film Living with 
Slim ("AIDS documentaries want you to fight back,” Nov 30 — 
Dec 6). The one comment that stings a bit is that you say there 
are no websites offered to the viewer about organizations that 
do AIDS work or any information about AIDS. | imagine you 
must have screened the videotape | sent, because if you saw 
the DVD you would know that there's a section called AIDS 
Facts and a section called “How You Can Help,” which lists 
information about a range of organizations and their web sites. 
It would be irresponsible to make a film like Living with 
Slim and then not give the viewer a way to channel his or her 
feelings with action. That information is on the DVD in menu 
items, where the viewer can read and absorb the information. 
The film tries to put a human face on the AIDS pandemic in 


VUEPOINT 


C gave cgsttizs 


a 


under 30 minutes—a length perfect for classroom screenh 
meetings, fundraising events and the like. it leaves time 
discussion following the film. (Something a feature film 
difficult.) In fact, organizations all over the world ws 
because of its message and its length. 

|'d appreciate it if you could let your readers know that 
crucial information you say isn’t there is in fact an integel 
of the DVD. Thank you for your bringing the film to your! 
er's attention. 


SAM KAUFFMANN 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF FILM, BOSTON UNIVERSITY 


WHAT WE AEALLY CARE ABOUT 


In your story about separatists wanting Queber to have 
own hockey team (“Maybe they'll wear Nordiques j 
Nov 30 — Dec 6), what you don’t say is that every tne this 
pid idea comes up all the NHL players from Quebec sa 
don’t want to do it. 

Hockey players in Quebec grow up dreaming about fl 
for Team Canada and they want to wear the same ’ 
as players like Mario Lemieux, Patrick Roy, Matt" 4 
Vincent Lecavalier and other great CANADIAN hostel 
who just happen to be French. 

Even if the separatists get their own tea 
going to play on it? Gilles Duceppe? 


rm, who the 


DAN OSTROWSKI 
Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, whethe! a 
complimentary. Send your opinion by mail (Vue Weal 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB TSJ 117), by tax (780 ‘soi 
by e-mail (letters@vueweekly.com). Preference te 4 
feedback about articles in Jue Weekly. We rese”"? 

edit for length and clarity. 


prs note: ue Associate Music Editor 
an Birtles recently travelled to Mon- 
lo attend the Liberal Party of Cana- 
sconvention as a delegate for 
gership hopeful Gerard Kennedy. Hav- 
never attended a political convention 
fore, he found the process both excit- 
nd maddening, with the behind-the- 
ines manoeuvring proving to be the 
it intriguing part. Here are some of his 
yessions from inside the machine. 


AN SIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
tanding in the Grand Salon of 
the Montreal Hyatt on Rue St 
J Catherine at seven in the morn- 
} just hours before the first ballots 
Id be cast in the Liberal leader- 
ip convention vote, a feeling came 
erme that I've never felt before, 
Pexpect to again. 
campaign organizers handed 
coffee and muffins along with t- 
is, (ambourines and other branded 
kets to bleary eyed and hungry 
porters, the room quieted down 
siderably and Gerard Kennedy's 
ipalgn manager prepared himself 
peak. At this point, the rallying cry 
bur campaign erupted, seemingly 
laneously, from the mouth of one 
He people at the front of the room. 
KI" he shouted, joined quickly by 
fs who completed the thought 
B “all the way!” 
Was al that point, as the chant 
din people and volume, that the 
“We spirit of the room, the feeling 
®Y sheer force of will we could put 
: Be the top, took hold. The 
ss barbecues and fundraisers 
bec, 18S !M poorly lit community 
Thad led to this moment. 
. 89ne to bed the night before 
bee, Naving received news that 
ee to alternate dele- 
:. | had lost the election in 
a ‘ding? but had flown to 
fl ie 4 “backfill” delegate. A 
A “gate represents a riding in 
note ldate's number of dele- 
,_-4med exceeds the num- 
"Sate spots filled—a 
asically, Most provincial 


Bs 
Aa 


live from the convention floor ... 


2 |POLITICS 


Liberal organizations have provisions 
for the backfilling of delegates, but as 
I was made to understand it, Alberta 
does not. Bob Rae's campaign argued 
that because there was no provision 
in the Alberta Liberals’ constitution, 
backfill delegates from that province 
shouldn't be allowed. Bob Rae had 
nothing to lose, having garnered few 
delegates from Alberta. Kennedy and 


* Ignatieff, however, had much to lose: 


Ignatieff lost 11 delegates, while 
Kennedy lost 17, including me. 

The magnitude of this decision 
became glaringly apparent when 
Kennedy missed out on third place on 
the first ballot by only two votes. He 
should have won by 15. As we all 
know now, the man who placed third 
on the first ballot ultimately became 
the new leader. 

It wasn’t until that early morning 
satori in the Grand Salon that I decided 
not to let my being disqualified keep 
me from being an asset to Kennedy's 
campaign. After the rally, Kennedy's 
supporters descended en masse to the 
convention centre, accessible through 
Montréal’s underground tunnel sys- 
tem, to start the process of convincing 
other delegates to bring their votes to 
us after the first ballot. 


THE CONVENTION FLOOR is a strange 


beast. You talk to people and try to 
get your message across while trying 
not to hear theirs at the same time. I 
found myself trying desperately not to 
roll my eyes when an Ignatieff dele- 
gate tried to convince me that her 
candidate's long sojourn from this 
country would make him a better rep- 
resentative for Canada “on the world 
stage.” When a Rae supporter waxed 
eloquently about his candidate's com- 
mitment to the Liberal Party, it was all 
I could do to not walk away. And 
quite frankly, nobody was buying 
what Volpe's people were selling. 
Even they seemed to sense he would 


not be in the race much longer. 

Rumours spread like prairie fires 
through the convention centre and 
the hotel lobbies. At one point, while 
having dinner in the hotel restaurant, 
some inebriated delegates told me 
that Ignatieff’s campaign was plan- 
ning to use the oft-repeated story that 
some of his delegates were going to 
spoil their first ballots to his advan- 
tage by instructing his delegates to do 
so in the first round, so that he would 
appear to surge in the second. Ignati- 
eff continued to be the centre of many 
rumours throughout the weekend; 
one time he was even chased out of a 
back door by a TVA reporter because 
of a whispered meeting between Iggy 
and Rae. In the end, Ignatieff was only 
headed for the bathroom 

Nights were spent in hospitality 
suites and hotel bars, where dele- 
gates mingled and attempted to “flip” 
each other even harder than they had 
on the convention floor. The free 
alcohol meant that inhibitions were 
lower, tactics had less finesse. The 
alcohol also led to a number of dele- 
gates from competing camps to, um, 
“reach out” to each other. One of the 
goals of the convention was to 
emerge with a strongly united party. 
Some delegates were apparently 
doing more than others. 

Then there were the gatecrashers 
from the other federal parties. The 
NDP had apparently come and set up 
a war room to spread innuendo while 
the Conservative party handed out a 
satirical newspaper entitled The Liber- 
al Observer every morning. It seemed 
at first to provide news about the con- 
vention, but instead contained head- 
lines such as “Justin Trudeau Wows 
Convention, Thanks Leadership Con- 
tenders for Keeping the Bench Warm.” 
The biggest surprise, of course, was 
finding out that the Conservative 
party even knows what satire is. 

The most frustrating part of the 
convention was knowing less about 
what was happening than television 
viewers at home. A number of times a 
text message from Edmonton would 


arrive on my phone asking what | 
thought about a recent development, 
and I'd have to answer that I had no 
idea what the sender was talking 
about. Sometimes I would return to 
my hotel room to watch Newsworld 
for an hour, before realizing I was 
within a hundred yards of the events | 
was watching and would have to 
admonish myself for frittering away 
my chance to be a witness to history. 
Another frustration was the “hurry up 
and wait” aspect of it all. Delegates 
and supporters would gather in a 
back room to be decked out in their 
candidate's colours and outfitted with 
signage, only to wait around in the 
convention centre lobby for a half 
hour before being let onto the floor to 
voice their support at a crucial 
moment. Five minutes later we'd be 
hustled out by convention organizers 
to make way for another candidate's 
cheering supporters 

When Kennedy dropped off of the 
ballot early Saturday afternoon, | real- 
ized that I had barely been outside 
since I stepped out of the taxi that 
brought me from the airport on Thurs- 
day evening. Here I was in one of 
Canada’s greatest cities, and ' had 
seen none of it. I wasn’t even sure 
what cross street my hotel was on. | 
was bummed out, I needed something 
to eat, and I needed it not to be from 
the hotel dining room. | hopped into a 
cab and asked him to take me to the 
fun part of Rue St Catherine. We 
drove for two blocks. Little did I know, 
I was already there. 

I returned for the fourth ballot and 
arrived back on the convention floor 
just in time to see Jean Chrétien's 
rousing speech. Whether you watched 
it on television or not, you can imag- 
ine that the master was up to his old 
tricks. He took pointed jabs at Harper, 
referred to him as “Steve,” mimicking 
George W Bush's gaffe and poked fun 
at Harper's bathroom “meeting” with 
China’s Hu Jintao. All other speak- 
ers—from former Prime Ministers 
Turner and Martin to the man every- 
body was watching, Justin Trudeau— 


paled in comparison 


FINALLY IT WAS TIME to announce the 


winner. With Stephane Dion surging 
on the third ballot, most were sure of 
the outcome. Apparently Chrétien him- 
self had accidentally leaked the results 
a few minutes early when he 

a message on his Blackberr 
pered something to his A 
The results of the final ballot are 
certainly well known by now. Ignati- 
eff’s “tous ensemble” chant in his con- 
cession speech was well received on 
the floor, a testament to how hard the 
candidates worked to make sure that 
the Liberal leadership was something 
still worth winning at the end of the 
convention. Though there were a lot 
of sad and tired faces shuffling out of 
the convention centre after the fire- 


works and speeches were done, there 
Was NO anger, no sniping 

Before | left, | had a walk around 
the vast expanse of the quickly hol- 


lowing room. All over the floor were 
scuffed up signs, bent buttons 
popped balloons and tambourines 
missing jingles. A more sentimental 
person than | might compare the 
refuse to broken dreams, but [| just 
hoped that they were paying the jani- 
torial staff adequately. My feet hurt 
my head ached and I could barely see 
straight anymore 

There was a party in the hotel 
lobby when | got back. Justin Trudeau 
was the centre of attention, along 
with his brother Alexandre who had 
just flown back from Cuba where he 
had been attending Fidel Castro's 80th 
birthday bash. | wanted to wash up 
before joining the party. I’m not sure 
what happened after that. I woke up 
with a start in my hotel room at three 
o'clock in the morning, still wearing 
my clothes, apparently more tired 
than I'd thought. When I rushed 
downstairs the party was well beyond 
winding down, just a few delegates 
trying desperately to hook up before it 
was time to go home. I decided the 
best course of action was to just go 
back to bed. v 


NEWS 


DECEMBER 7-DECEMBER 13,2008 w7UTSweEeExar =«7 


New leaders, same Old party politics ‘Being a nice guy Is noj 
NIALL MeKENNA / niall@vueweekty.com 2 POLITICS 3 oy ect a candidate with more than 50 enough to be Premier’ 


ive unknowns, two soft-spoken - approval. This desire for some 
eee a two leaders. va unanimity may or may not temper the 


Was democracy served? I’m not so infighting and bitterness that mar lead- SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweokly.com 
sure. ership races. Ibertans may have woken up | 
Last weekend, Stephane Dion, a51- IT’S CLEAR THAT LEADERSHIP races Regardless, | find it ironic that neither last Sunday morning won- = 
year-old academic from Quebec City, take a toll on their parties. Rivalries party has considered preferential voting dering “Ed who?” Ed Stel- 
mach was one of the lower-profile _ from the Parkland Instity, 


became leader of the Liberal Party of — form, volunteers burn out, promises are _ for general, public elections. Elections in €. whi 


Canada. Ed Stelmach, the mild-man-  made—and broken. which we rank candidates can help candidates to replace outgoing Pre- has conducted severa| Studie 
nered farmer from Andrew, AB, became ensure our votes are not wasted, as mier Ralph Klein, but the province's democratic reform in Alberta a q 
Premier of our province. they frequently are with the first-past- new Premier already has a set of tive Director Ricardo cya, — 
But as | watched the spectacles the-post system. talking points associated with his Stelmach’s promise is “a oo ay 
unfold, a sobering realization washed Preferential voting is one form of pro- name: he’s an aw-shucks nice guy _step on the long path towarq 
over me: | had virtually no say in these portional representation, a system who just wants to make good on his _ cratic reform.” 
elections. After all, not being a member which has many supporters but has promise of bringing honesty and Acuna says a lobbyist revisiyy 
of either the federal Liberal or provincial made few inroads in this country. Last integrity to politics. improve transparency in gover, 
Progressive Conservative parties, | year, voters in BC narrowly rejected a The Premier's Office is only too _ dealings. But there are othe; -), 
couldn't cast a ballot. And because | form of proportional representation happy to let first impressions be: the Stelmach could make imyeq 
didn’t endorse these new leaders, do called the Single Transferable Vote, or message box on Stelmach is that — such as multi-party policy , a 
they owe a shred of accountability to STV. Opponents suggested that the STV he’s a down-to-earth fellow and tees (Alberta is the on| cee 
me, or any other non-member of their system was too complex. More likely, it wants what's best for the province. 7 
parties? seemed poised to threaten majority gov- Vue asked a few of Alberta’s most 
Not at all—and that's the point. ernment based not on popular support noted contrarians whether the spin 
In Canada’s political system, party but on a favourable voting regime. matches reality. 
leaders become the heads of provincial In the last Alberta election, the PCs Neither NDP leader Brian Mason 
and federal governments. But party won 75 per cent of seats in the Legisla- nor Liberal leader Kevin Taft have 
members, not the general voting public, ture with less than 47 per cent of the much recollection of Ed Stelmach’s 
pick those leaders. Leaders are account- popular vote. The Liberals, with about 30 presence in the house. 
able to the party first, the public second. per cent of the popular vote, landed 19 “I remember him as understated. 
So in Alberta, we had to pay five per cent of seats; the NDP's 10 per cent And a nice guy. And that is all,” said 
bucks to become a member of the PC of all votes yielded just 5 per cent of the Mason. “I cannot recall any initia- 
party, which gave us the privilege to seats. Not exactly proportional, is it? tives he put forward during his time : 
pick our next premier. Thousands who Meanwhile, Stelmach’s government as international and intergovern- = 
were not previously PC party members seems likely to continue making all its mental affairs minister.” = 
did just that. To salvage unity, parties use uncom- _—_ decisions in caucus, shunning the Leg- Taft says the only impression he = 
Finding it a bit objectionable to have © mon and, one might say, innovative _islative process, the media and the plain formed of Stelmach in five years of z 
to pay to vote, | stayed home. | don’t _ polling techniques to pick leaders. Vot- _ view of all Albertans. sitting across from him was no i 
really like the PC Party any way. ers rank candidates, or they swap alle- My only solace: at least | didn’t vote impression at all. & 
giances between ballots, with the goal forhim. w “All 1 know about him is he’s really t 


quiet ... It served him well in the 
leadership race. We'll see if it can _ without them), bringing in whisllé 
carry him through being Premier,” _ blower protection for governme 
Taft said. employees who witness wrongdol 
“Stelmach has got to define him- and making government informatid 
self,” added NDP leader Mason, more accessible through reform 
adding that the soon-to-be Premier's _ freedom of information laws 
first news conference allowed little While Stelmach promised ac 
in the way of substance or specifics on affordable housing as his firs'p 


1 eS 7 Bie on the government's new direction. ority in power, Edmonton Sodi 
ae "Being a nice guy isnotenoughto Planning Council spokesperson jd 
& ] 00 Ave. 2 es be Premier.” Kolkman is still waiting to he 


details from the Premier. The ES 
STELMACH HELD HIS first news con- conducts research and advocates 
ference since the win on Mon, Dec 4, __ behalf of low-income Edmontonial 


Ideal Location! 


asl where he outlined his priorities— “It is not as if Stelmach has 
1100 Square Ft ' “=e ee, addressing the labour shortage, wrong priorities. Intrastructue# 
: ‘ i Alberta's housing crisis and imple- housing—especially housing~% 
menting a lobbyist registry. probably the biggest challenges§ 


" says Wi 


Available 


Both Mason and Taft saw little in _are facing as a province 
the way of detail at Stelmach’s news _—man, noting that housing prices hit 


Immediately! ' : conference—an approach he took _ shot up 50 per cent in one year 
b throughout the leadership campaign, Edmonton. 
where he focused on “honesty and “But we need details trom Sie 
integrity” rather than substantive mach, and he hasn't given them 
Just blocks from y , policy changes. We need policies that go bel 
LRT. J ; q Mason credits Stelmach with sheltering people and that ems 
, sasper Ave a: ; . 2 detailed agricultural policy, but notes _ safety and affordability.’ ; 
and Edmonton ; ’ he is “very thin” on environment and Kolkman adds that stelmdl 
i “ | = housing, and he has little to sayon address increasing home'** 
General Hospital! S | ao . 4 health care. through a variety of housing ae 
$ : ‘ Kevin Taft believes Stelmach is but Alberta's worsening Py 
3 — : using “the old Tory way” of keepin, rates also merit attentio! 
1300/ mo. , ae 4 ceneckians low. +S Mae assistance rates should be a 
. : | i “This is a time when Albertans for the new governmen' ® 
no pets, no smoking i should be reaching for the stars, not the minimum wage fod 
: Managing expectations,” he said. “We need to find ee 
: ‘ . PA a . x “We're asking Ed to seize the oppor- income people to carn M""" 
plus den. Wonderfully spacious with insuile laundr y, wood tunity to build a better province.” through tie labour marke! » * | 
=i large kitchen, dining room, two underground parking stalls. Stelmach’s commitment to a lob- _ programs through the ae, 
F ‘ f - ; i) byist registry—a system where the _ aren't good enough. The “a ' 
_ For more information or fo view call: public can see which corporate play- _ tion is the wages te a 


rior 


(Mon-Fri 9-6pm) or 418-1267 (til 10pm and on weekends) ers are meeting with government wage should be a prio 
—_ officials—is winning cautious praise mach,” concludes Kolkma! 
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“cua / wwweualberts.ce/parkland 
aa Alberta has had the same 
iy power for the last 35 years, | do 
selly subscribe to the opinion that 
vince is a one-party state. Not 
j don't feel that the party is far too 
ened in Alberta's government and 
ive systems, but because | believe 
5 characterize the province as such 
jes and belittles the role of both the 
fion and legislature, which are both 
to democracy in our province. 
y the |ast few months, however, 
ave started to feel that there is 
futh behind the moniker. It seems 
Jeast since the PC leadership race 
into high gear in September, and as 
e mainstream media and politically 
‘Albertans are concerned, there has 
enone political party in Alberta. 
w, | would expect the leadership 
ates and Conservative Party MLAs 
tivists to act as if the political 
revolves around them—as if no 
aity mattered or even existed. 
iistarted to get concemed as | heard 
id more non-Conservative Alber- 
Ik about the need to purchase party 
ships as the only avenue for hav- 
ir voices heard politically in Alberta. 
came even more concerned when | 
d to hear unions, non-profit organi- 
and community groups defending 
Hecisions to purchase PC member- 
as the only way of getting their par- 
issues heard in government. 
ans, aS 4 group, are not general- 
ic interested or engaged in 
politics—it is not the stuff of dinner 
bf lunchroom conversations. But 
fe last couple of months, it has not 
Uicommon to see these same peo- 
Hing each other party memberships 
ater cooler, in the lunchroom, or 
iter church. Imagine what kind of 
all you would get if you showed up 
Kor at church with New Democrat 
Biships to sell, or with a Liberal 
ein tow 
He fall wore on, it became virtually 
ile to have a conversation about 
With anyone in this province with- 
Wing that conversation revolve 
Tory ieadership race. 


THE WORST perpetrators have 
He folks in the mainstream media, 
Plast fey months, the only news 
veting (as far as they were con- 
Nas the leadership race. Unless 


boo, Teva 


FRE 


Issues is @ forum for individuals and organizations 
to comment on current events and broader issues 
of importance to the community. Their commentary 
is not necessarily the opinion of the. ‘organizations 
they represent or of Vue Weekly 


r glorious party has chosen 
new leader for us! 


you happened to be Chris Pronger, the 
hopes of getting the media to talk about 
anything else were nil. 

Even the leaders of Alberta's opposition 
parties clued in that they simply did not 
exist—unless, of course, they happened 
to be commenting on the PC leadership 
race. 

Opposition media stories during this 
period were so rare that on the night of 
the second and final ballot in the race 
Liberal leader Kevin Taft actually went to 
Tory election headquarters in hopes that 
he might be able to get some media cav- 
erage, which he did—but only to the 
extent that the media wanted to hear 
what he thought of leadership results. 

In the week between the first and sec- 
ond ballots, this attitude was cranked up 
a notch as the media and the leadership 
candidates began using the words “party 
members” interchangeably with the word 
“Albertans.” As far as they were con- 
cerned, there was no practical difference 
between the two. 

This type of thinking does a tremendous 
disservice to democracy in this province. 
By presenting the Conservative Party and 
their leadership race as the only show in 
town, the media reinforce the belief that 
the Tories rule by some sort of divine right, 
and that there is no point working to 
change that. They also suggest that politi- 
Cal participation is only valid if it is within 
the realms of the Conservative Party. 

Thankfully, the leadership race is over 
now—the Tories have a new leader, and 
Alberta has a new Premier. Maybe now we 
can finally move on and start seriously talk- 
ing about some of the significant issues 
facing our province and ALL Albertans— 
Not just the five percent of us who cast bal- 
lots in the Conservative leadership race. 

Hopefully the media can translate their 
recent obsession with the minutiae of the 
leadership contest into a genuine interest 
in exploring what a variety of parties and 
groups have to contribute to public policy 
in Alberta from a variety of perspectives. 
Alberta is not a one-party state, and we 
should demand a media and a public dis- 
course that reflects that reality. The result 
of not moving in that direction would not 
be in anyone's best interests. w 


Ricardo Acuia is the Executive Director 
of the Parkland Institute, an Alberta-wide, 
non-partisan research centre situated 
within the Faculty of Arts at the Universi- 
ty of Alberta. 
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Stopping by the annual madness that is the 
Black Dog's customer appreciation night, | 
got wrapped up into a brass-rail conversa- 
tion about videogames, mostly regarding 
the Wii. Standing me a shot of Jager, he 
gave me a line I've been starting to hear 
around a bit: that Wii is a fad that'll fade, 
that it's too “niche” to have legs, that soon 
Wiis in their millions will be gathering dust 
in closets around the world. 

Now, inasmuch as | get out to the bar 
anymore, this guy's my bartender, and | 
respect bartenders’ opinions very highly— 
as information aggregators and transmit- 
ters of popular wisdom, they're peerless. 
But in this case, | think he’s kind of got his 
head up his ass. The Wii doesn’t appeal to 


Greenwoods’ Wiill wii bwii fwiiends? 
Sit vit = 


WM BOOKSHOLPE 


a niche: it appeals to the opposite of a 
niche—it's appeal is general. Multimil- 
lion-dollar hardcore blockbuster gun-man 
technical showcases like Gears of War 
are the niche products; it’s just that the 
niche they appeal to happens to have a lot 
of money. With its pick-up-and-play wire- 
less controller and a packed-in party demo 
like Wii Sports, Wii is aimed straight at an 
even greater prize: the millions of people 
who aren't playing (and buying) games 
right now, but who would be if they were 
presented with games whose aesthetics 
they could tolerate. 

Game aesthetics go beyond graphics; 
we're talking an aesthetics of experience 
here. What's really driving the migration 
of videogames from nerd-niche to social 
acceptance—beyond the simple demo- 
graphic mathematics of a come-of-age 
vidiot generation—is a growing under- 
standing of what it takes to get non- 
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Just like € Montgomery Burns’ typing 
monkey wrote: “It was the best of times, 
it was the blurst of times.” That sums up 
the Jast week in Oiler-land. Just off the 
heels of the embarrassing loss to Ana- 
heim (and injury to Ales Hemsky) the Oil- 
ers lost to Colorado 7-3 and followed that 
up with a 4-0 shutout loss to the Colum- 
bus “worst team in the NHL” Blue Jack- 
ets. The Columbus game also cost the 
Oilers the use of Ryan Smyth for an indef- 
inite period. The week ended well, 
though, with a 4-0 shutout win against 
the Vancouver Canucks. It wasn't the 
blurst week ever, but it was pretty bad. 


REBOUND CONTROL Albert Dwayne Rolo- 
son's second shutout of the season in the 
Vancouver game was the perfect tonic to 
getting shut out at the hands of the lowly 


MacEwan 


www.MacEwan.ca 


Blue Jackets. In fact, the perfect game 
came after two games where Roli got 
pulled for Jussi Markkanen. The Oiler 
goalie is known to be aggressive, com- 
petitive and hard on himself so it's no sur- 
prise to find that of Roloson’s 20 career 
NHL regular season shutouts, 15 of those 
games came after a loss. In a dozen of 
those games, Roloson was the starter. In 
three games, Roloson was thrown in to 
relieve another goalie, Even this season, 
Roloson’s shutout win against Washing- 
ton came after two 6-2 losses (Anaheim 
and Phoenix), Roloson started the Ana- 
heim game and relieved Markkanen in 
the Coyotes game. The Vancouver shutout 
followed a three-game losing streak. How 
a goalie handles adversity shows a lot 
about how reliable that player will be 
when you really need him. Like the play- 
offs, for example? DY 


THREE PLAYERS—SIX FIRST NAMES? 


Monday night's game against the Canucks 
featured three Quebec-born players in the 


happy man. red hair Michelle seudreau 
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gamers gaming. In this areg With 
successful E-for-Everyone oy, 
like Animal Crossing, Ninte,,, 
Age, the entire DS concept ani 
Wii, Nintendo is leading the y., 
At least, it's leading in the; 
portables segments; the real ma 
is still the PC “casual games” 
rough-and-tumble chaos of 
downloadables, churning in the ta 
umpteen riffs on Color-and-shans ; 
ing puzzles, the roiling fight iq 
THING that people do While thay: 
tending to work. Here, in ih tan 
thousands of indie develope, a 
tary games artisans, countless jriy 
videogame crack are being conker a 
distributed every day ‘ 
| have a buddy (Bob the Anany fj 
creator Stephen Notley, to be a 
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same game with Marc-Andre Berge 
Marc-Antoine Pouliot and Jean-Fr, 


does not happen often. Cal 
Canadian bias or anti-French 
you will, but considering the 
hockey talent coming out of 
Oilers haven't really had th 
bec players. Last season, the (ile 
two Quebec players on the roster regi 
(Bergeron and Big Georges Laraque|4 
melange of Quebecker call-ups visi 
team. In fact, on Feb 12, 2006 (agai 
Louis, a 5-4 shootout loss) the i 
dressed four Quebec players (Berge 
Laraque, Jacques and Mathieu Roj 
what may have been the only time 
least 14 seasons. In 1991-92 thed 
had four Quebec-born players appa 
the roster. Vinnie Damphousse, 
Gelinas and Kevin Lowe were all reg 
in the lineup and infrequent Oilerg 
star Francois Leroux played just faut 
games that season so it may hale 
pened then. DY 
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bo many Chinese Romeos 
ith not nearly enough Juliets 


OVER STRAIGHT 


} cwrnne OVER 
| nce 


ji know about the problem of China's missing 
sjhe tens of millions of female babies who 
selectively aborted after their sex was deter- 
by ultrasound, or were born and then just 
Sed to die, aS families seeking sons took dras- 
Eeasures to cope with the one-child-per-family 
hay 2020. China will have about 40 million 
men of marriageable age than it has women 
Join to marty. But | have just realized where the 
ition will come from. A 
ier Asian countries have a deficit of daugh- 
joo, especially where the families of brides 
‘sill expected to provide a dowry on marriage. 
qwhere else has decreed that there can be 
one child per family, as China did in 1980, so 
Jearth of girls is far more acute in China than it 
nywhere else. ; ; 
i the later 1980s, the ratio in China was begin- 
» to skew sharply in favour of male babies, and 
N00 there were 117 boys born for every 100 
in some mainly rural counties, according to 
Jatest official statistics, the ratio is now up to 
9 100. The one-child policy has been a success 
bing runaway population growth—officials 
mate that it has prevented the births of about 
million children, who would have swollen 
‘s current population of 1.3 billion by almost a 
ie(—but the price has been very high. 
fat price was initially paid almost entirely by 
put in the end there is a price to be paid by 
boys as well. The children born in the late 


1980s, the first to be seriously affected by the 
growing gender imbalance in births, are now in 
their late teens or just turning 20. Almost any girl 
who wants a husband will find one—but millions 
of the boys will not find a wife. 

Two years ago, a prominent Chinese demograph- 
er publicly addressed the problem for the first time. 
Li Weixiong, who advises the Political Consultative 
Committee on population issues, warned that “such 
serious gender imbalance poses a major threat to 
the healthy, harmonious and sustainable growth of 
the nation’s population and would trigger such 
crimes and social problems as abduction of women 
and prostitution.” But it could be worse than that. 

No sane government would want to rule over a 
country where there are 40 million unattached males 
between the ages of 20 and 40 rattling around with 
nobody to go home to in the evenings. That is a 
fecipe for riot or even revolution. 


CHINA IS NOT A COUNTRY that welcomes immigra- 
tion, for obvious demographic reasons but also for 
deeply rooted cultural reasons. There is great pride 
in the long history and the cultural and even racial 
homogeneity of the Han Chinese population, which 
often verges on a polite form of racism. Foreign 
brides often have a hard time fitting into Chinese 
families who are less than delighted by their son‘s 
choice. But China as a whole no longer has a choice 
in the matter. 

Here in China are tens of millions of men who 
are condemned to lives of loneliness and celibacy. 
But they live in a economy that is rapidly growing 
richer, and out there, in the poorer countries of 
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There's a reason they’re 
called ‘Froot’ Loops 


WELL. WELL, WELL 


HEALTH 


What was | saying a couple of weeks ago about Tam- 
iflu? Oh yeah, something about questionable safety, 
that was it. It was a story the other day that reminded 
me: Tamiflu reaction warning issued. Twenty-five 
people have died this year, and a bunch more have 
had other adverse reactions. 

Nothing major, though: just things like hallucina- 
tions and self-injury, respiratory failure and heart 
palpitations. So Health Canada didn’t trouble the 
public with a warning until just the other day. 

But the weird thing is that Roche, the makers of 
Tamiflu, says there's no causal relationship between 
the drug and the reactions, that it has a good safety 
profile and that there’s no reason to be concerned. Or 
Maybe that's not weird at all, given that Tamiflu costs 
about $73 for ten capsules. 

Another headline this week asked if junk food 
marketing is making kids sick. Ummmm, yes? We, 
the alternative and fringe health nuts, knew that a 
long time ago, actually. 

To call Dunkaroos, Froot Loops and Cocoa Puffs 
“suspect foods” makes me want to weep. Canada 
and the US have long been world-leaders in obesity 
and diabetes (we're so proud), yet our governments 
have done little more than issue recommendations 
of moderation while allowing the advertising aimed 
at children to continue—and the billion dollar sugar 
industry to continue on its merry way to the bank 

And while | don’t believe that those who've 
made Krispy Kremes, Oreos and Orange Crush so 
appealing to kids will burn in hell, as some have 


Suggested they will, | do believe many children and 
their parents already are in hell because of it 

Don't get me wrong— like chocolate too, but | 
get that it's not meant to be breakfast or lunch. Kids 
don't. Until they reach a certain age, they lack the 
ability to view ads with any kind of discernment 
and truly believe that consuming the advertised 
product will simply make them as gleeful as the 
children in the acs. 

And please don't remind me that it's the parents 
responsibility to tell them not to gorge on McDonald's 
and Froot Loops. It's difficult enough to resist the 
innate desire to please our children, but unimaginably 
tiring to resist the manipulations: I'm the only one 
who never has anything fun in my lunch ... all the 
other kids have money for juice and pop, every day 
all | ever get is stupid brown bread and apples. If 
you're a parent, you've heard them all and you know 
what I'm talking about. And, of course, it's completely 
impossible to be there 24/7, to keep grandparents or 
friends or other well-meaning and generous but less- 
informed-about-health-issues people in their lives 
from offering your little ones far-too-reqular treats 


WE'VE KNOWN FOR DECADES about the things in 
our diet and environment that are killing us, but our 
democratic and free Western governments are in 
bed with million dollar Big Sugar, Big Ag, Big Oil, 
and Big Pharma—the first three making us sick, the 
latter, while providing relief and extending life, often 
also making us sick 

But surely science will come to the health res- 
cue—it always does, right? Let's see how well it's 
done: we've developed drugs to counter disease 
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this industry, and for the 
years pretty much all I've heard 
i ie a constant stream of anec- 
r excited anecdote about this 
ct "Bookworm Adventures, 
rinding on for Seattle's 
retical until | tried it, load- 
y office computer at the 


aie millions of young women who 
be happy to ease their loneliness 
share their prosperity. The solution is 
igus, and no government on earth 
Jstop i. No sane government would 
te implications of this impending 
s influx of foreign brides are very 
. China has never seen immigration 
fis scale before, and it is bound to 
“the big cultural changes that come 
it Tens of millions of the next gener- 
of children born in China will have 
ign mothers, and relatives abroad 


be a changed place. 

hanged for the better, for the most 
it's just a pity about all those Chi- 
girls, aborted, killed as infants or 
ed to die of neglect, who won't be 
ind to see it. w 


ymne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
ident journalist whose articles are 
lished in 45 countries. His column 
ars regularly in Vue Weekly. 
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UED FROM PAGE 11 


d by weak-muscled regulation, and 
diugs to counter the side effects of 
figs. And those who created the prob- 
and the pseudo-solutions—who are, 
ehtally, getting wealthier—talk about 
foven causal relationship between 
hing. They talk about obesity being a 
tary lifestyle illness only, or about 
ital sensitivity being psychosomatic, 
Dut autism and cancer and myriad 
Things plaguing us having no known 
OF about drug and vaccine reactions 
far, far less common than those 
To fear mongering are suggesting. 
Owing the health news can be 
nen it doesn’t break my heart. 
More thing that made news 
that isn’t even remotely new but 
# ow have scientific reason to 
Ith confidence in bold headlines: 
|@ low-carb, high-fat diet doesn’t 
He ‘isk of heart disease. Harvard 


Bt does raise risk is high intake of 
= (nple carbs and processed low- 
Pods—foods most advertised, most 
le, most convenient, Those foods 
Ppealing to growing bodies and 
Inds most Susceptible to sugges- 


0 tited and hurried (and unsus- 
B adults, 


‘though, a respected voice say- 


end of a workday; as it turns out, D&D 
Scrabble, blasting through monsters 
through sheer word power, is pretty 
damned fun ... or, at least, hypnotic. It’s 
a very easy game, pretty much a cake- 
walk through the hours, but it does do 
much to create The Zone, the click- 
trance space-out that leads to obliter- 
ated productivity. Addictive. 


OF COURSE, timewasting games like 
this are a decadent drain on humanity, 


b> FUTURE SHOP 


WE SELL FOR LESS, EVERY OAT 


tight? A useless pursuit that separates 
people and kills culture? A lot of people 
think this. That's the sign of an emerg- 
ing genre or artform’s relevance: a lot of 
people think it’s destroying society. It 
happened historically with rock ‘n’ roll, 
jazz, cinema, the novel ... The thing is, 
people who see cultural doom in 
videogames may be totally right. In fact, 
they almost certainly are right; barring 
global catastrophe that knocks first- 
world civilization back a tech level or 


two, the un-rebottlable genie of 
videogames is going to transform the 
way humanity interacts with itself. We 
just don't know yet how that will play 
out ... our culture hasn't finished having 
that discussion. 

And that’s what I'm enjoying most 
about Wii in these early days ... it cat- 
alyzes discussions on the nature and 
role of videogames—and on the aes- 
thetics of the videogame experience— 
among people who would never have 


Visit a Virgin Mobile Mini Store, virginmobile.ca or call 1-877-662-2824. 


ne ie 


xMART ( 


Taxes extra. Phone availabilty variae by location. “Virgin Mobile” and the Virgin Mobile logo are trade-marks of Virgin Enterprises Lid. and used 


otherwise spoken about videogames. By 
being so accessible while being simulta- 
neously so different than what came 
before, it offers us an opportunity to talk 
about not what videogames are. but 
about what videogames could and 
should be ... an opportunity for those 


who had no stake and no interest in hav- 
ing 4 stake to get curious, or excited, or 
horrified as they choose. As far as nich- 
es go, the Wii's seems pretty important 
and valuable. w 
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When | think about Christmas, | often 
think about suicide. For some it’s always 
going to be sleigh bells and mistletoe, 
for me, it’s suicide. Sorry. | don’t mean to 
be needlessly gloomy, only observant of 
the facts: at the very time of year that 
everyone's supposed to feel happy and 
together, some of us, in direct response 
to the season's demand for joyousness, 
fall into our greatest depths of despair. 
The news of a mother throwing first her 
son and then herself off an overpass 
over the 401 outside Scarborough earlier 
this week was but one publicized 
account of a phenomenon that's general- 
ly kept very private. 
Having always been a presence in 
human existence, suicide has, according- 
ly, always been present in literature. 


Some of literature’s greatest heroines, 
from Ophelia to Emma Bovary to Anna 
Karenina to Hedda Gabler, have exited 
their respective masterpieces by their 
own hand. (And how curious that, in this 
respect, literature contradicts the statis- 
tics regarding gender; completed suicides 
are far more frequently enacted by men.) 
Albert Camus's The Myth of Sisyphus 
contemplates suicide as a question 
entirely separate from the romanticism, 
gender politics and bourgeois trappings 
associated with the aforementioned liter- 
ary works. Suicide, Camus declares from 
the outset, is “the one true philosophical 
problem.” His argument against it is, for 
me, a compelling one. He outlines the 
limits of reason in an entirely unreason- 
able world, asking that we don’t search in 
vain for certainty. “It is a matter,” Camus 
tells us, “of living in that state of the 
absurd.” re 
Of course suicide, like this world, is 
unreasonable, and not necessarily subject 


to philosophical persuasion. Which 
beings us back to literature of a more cre- 
ative vein. Camus himself notes that, per-_ 
haps, through art “we shall be able to 
overtake that elusive feeling of absurdi- 
ty.” Now, | have no illusions that art, 


stories listed above unanimously predate 
the 20th century and the popularization of 
modern psychology. When | think of con- 
temporary examples, the work that 
stands out in my own reading experience 
is a novel written by an author whose 


Suicide, Camus declares from the outset, 
is the one true philosophical problem—it is a 
matter of living in that state of the absurd 


specifically fiction, can save a life any 
more than religion. But | do believe that 
through offering myriad reflections on 
suicide, it might offer insight or consola- 
tion that, if not valued by the suicidal, 
might at least find a grateful audience 
among those living in suicide’s aftermath. 

The famous examples of suicide-tinged 


particular tone is a lot more humble and 
down-to-earth sounding to contemporary 
ears than those of Shakespeare, Tolstoy 
or Ibsen. 


HARUKI MURAKAMI is a Japanese nov- 
elist. If you're going to write about sui- 
cide, you couldn't pick a better country to 


visit... 
holeSonline.com 


confused? ; 
pick up a gift card 


Bringing you new ways to... 


Enjoy Gardening 


HOLES 


Enjoy Gardening 


to order, call... 
780-419-6800 
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come from. The internation, 

20th century Japanese fiot i) 
Ryunosuke Akutagawa to yj. 
to Yasunari Kawabata no; "i 
about suicide—they each we 

own lives. And in the case ce 
his suicide was a proud jin... 


for merely accepted as somethin 
cably Japanese. This tender 
young adulthood haunted jy con 
despair and death is, in fact va 
funny, both nostalgic and critical 
past, and, most importantly, respa 
mystery. 

Suicide, for the most part, ligg 
the margins of Norwegian Wood iy 
ways rendering the emotional life A 
ers as something fundamentally yal 
able, yet still worth attompyy 
comprehend. Murakami never set 
into some false moral order, put fie 
conveys a World in which solace 
found, both from within and witha 
perhaps that's about the most wa 
from art. w 


NO 


If you or someone you know need 
to someone in a confidential, non 
mental and anonymous setting, caf 
Support Network, 24 hours a day 
HELP (4357). 


1) Smack That feat. Eminem 
Akon 


2) Lips of an Angel 
Hinder 


3) My Love 
Justin Timberlake 


4) Maneater 
Nelly Furtado 


5) Sexy Back . 
Justin Timberlake 


6) Money Maker feat. Pharrell 
Ludacris 


7) Enter Sandman (Chorus) 
Metallica 


8) Ridin’ 
Chamillionaire 


9) Rockstar 
Nickelback 


10) White & Nerdy — 
Weird Al Yankovic 


af 


DIE: 


Se 
EXCLUSIVE INGTON 
TEXT “DIBS” TO 4921 & HAE LU 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOU 


VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! : 
THIS WEEK'S 
FEATURE 
ARTIST: 


APNORDIC CENTRE / 16 _ age yg 


BIG WHITE/ 18 i Sama 
XY POP ART SKIS /22 a 


0 SNOwy, Marmot can't see its shadow 


DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweekly.com 
ki a lot by most people's stan- 
bards. Throughout winter, Jasper 
54 second home to me. Every fall 
He days get shorter, my thoughts 
fo that tiny mountain town. This 
‘hough, you'd have to have 
8 flui¢ in your veins not to 
Ng about Marmot Basin. 
ouple days or so there's 
' leport of more snow in 
* With the incessant snowfall 
Bile Sfowmaking system, Mar- 
esned earlier than ever before. 
first Weekend the riding was 
Hnenal on a solid 62 cm base 
S with seft, light Rockies pow- 
- weeks later the hill was 
Ne @ record-setting November, 
176 cm total snowfall. 
a5 Friday, as usual, | piled into 
th a couple of buddies and 
* (or Jasper. When we got there, 
lined to the Dead Dog to meet 
pends The place was packed. 
Ns through the crowd, I ran into 
- the pro patrol, and a for- 
: Sller who had come up for 
_ “nd Tom Kamloops. When a 
abel the BC Interior and 
en, y Six hours to Jasper for 
"s, that's a good sign. 
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Those guys know their snow. 


SATURDAY MORNING, we were at the 
hill before it even opened. Standing 
on Bunny Hop just above the Caribou 
Chalet, | had a breathtaking view of 
the Athabasca Valley with the sun still 
rising. In talking with Brian Rode, 
Marmot's vice president of sales and 
marketing, I’d found out that the hill is 
building a new deck at the base 
chalet. Planning is underway to build 
the deck out from the restaurant on 
the second floor, with a commanding 
view of the valley. They're aiming to 
have it ready by next season. I could 
definitely picture sitting there with my 
boots up, enjoying a morning coffee 
or some aprés-ski. 

But enough reflection, it was time 
to ride. Forget warm-up runs. Right 
off the Eagle Express chair, | gunned 
down the top of Slash, then cut across 
to Liftline. Even when other runs on 
the lower mountain are well covered, 
Liftline is often bare by comparison. 
But not this season. 

After Liftline, I cruised down Drom- 


edary and Tranquilizer. The former is 
one of my preferred runs in the lower 
area because it’s ungroomed and a lit- 
tle gnarly—making it unpopular with 
many beginners and intermediates 
who ski the lower part of the moun- 
tain. The latter two are groomed and 
get more traffic. Still, even with 
grooming they were covered in fresh 
snow, with a solid, consistent base 
underneath. Having applied this rigor- 
ous comparison to objectively evalu- 
ate the impact of the new 
snowmakers, I headed over to Slash 
for some more natural conditions. 


RODE HAD GIVEN me the low-down on 
the new system: $2 million, 49 
hydrants running 5.5 km, and 10 new 
snow guns that cover six of the hill’s 
main lower runs. Because it’s ina 
national park, Marmot is required to 
work with Parks Canada on any new 
development, from snowmaking to 
new decks, and environmental con- 
cerns are factored into all decisions. 
But rather than complaining about 
restrictions and bureaucracy, Rode 
credits this approach for helping fos- 
ter Marmot’s unique appeal. 

“People feel less pressure here, it’s 
not as crowded. It’s a little more laid 


back and slightly wilder. You're in a 
town with a real ski community, and 
you can call it your own.” 

Another advantage, Rode points 
out, is the relative ease with which 
skiers can cover the mountain. Lift 
times are short, and the layout of the 
mountain makes it easy for skiers to 
move quickly between areas 

“Families like that everyone can ski 
the kind of run they want, then meet 
back again at the lift. But expert skiers 
like it for the same reasons. They can 
get tons of runs in a day—bumps one 
run, a cruiser the next, and then hit 
the trees.” 

Smaller crowds is one of the main 
reasons | enjoy the hill. It shortens lift 
times, but more importantly, there are 
fewer people to dodge on the way 
down. It’s not like | have a grudge 
against less skilled riders; | encourage 
every one—regardless of ability—to 
get out and ski or board. But I still 
avoid them, and the crowds, when | 
can. 


UP ON THE KNOB the next day, all the 
things Rode had mentioned were in 
effect. The hill was quiet, save for the 
concussive boom of avalanche blast- 
ing on Cornice. I led off by dropping 


close rock 


into Dupres Chutes, the 
walls of chute three forcing me into 
tight, arcing turns. Next | 
in Charlie's Bowl, spreading 
turns and enjoying the vy 
feeling of rising out of af 

With all the snow, quiet d 
hill might be in short supply 
Christmas, then 
(www.jasperlive.com) coming up. The 
Snow Train—a special passenger train 
to Jasper—launches in early J 


Jasper in January 


wary 
as well, giving skiers and boarders 
another option for travelling to Jasper 
in comfort. (Check www.viarail.ca for 
details.) And 
offering discounted tickets through 
AMA, and special student pricing 
One good way to beat the morning 
rush for tickets, rentals and lessons is 
to book in advance through the Wild 
Mountain shop at 610 Patricia Street 
in town. That way, even when the 
crowds do show, you'll be one step 
ahead 

And while | don’t go in for predic- 
tions, I’m betting the groundhog 
won't see his shadow this February. 
At the very least, though, Marmot 
won't see bare ground until much 
later into the spring than usual. So 
you'd better get usedtoit. v 


as always, Marmot is 
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www.bigwhite.com 
1-800-663-2772 


“A SILVERSTAR. 


my mountain 


Ty 


www.$kisilverstar.com 
1-800-663-4431 
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Find winter zen at the 
Hinton Nordic Centre 


DAVE BUCHANAN / daveh@vueweekly.com 
sk anyone who does any cross-country 
A skiing at all and they'll be able to tell 
you about their perfect nordic skiing 
moment 

It'll likely go something like this: you're strid- 
ing along mindlessly and it suddenly hits you— 
the frost on the trees, the clouds of your own 
breath, the rays of sunlight splashing down 
through the branches, the intense quiet. The 
skiing becomes easy, effortless and serene. At 
that instant, the cosmic factors of snow, temper- 
ature, sunlight, motion and funky nordic karma 
converge, and skiing becomes a kind of wintry 
zen experience. 

I had one of these moments recently on the 
Snowy River Trail at the Hinton Nordic 
Centre, one of Alberta's cross-country skiing 
treasures, 

With all of the great November snow, my 
wife and I had taken the kids up to Hinton to 
explore the trails and take in the surroundings. 
When we got to the Hinton Nordic Centre, the 
place was hopping and the conditions were 
extraordinary. 

Tucked just inside Switzer Provincial Park, a 
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10-minute drive north of Hinton 
one of the best-kept cross-coum'! 
the province. Formerly known as "' 
ca Lookout Nordic Centre, it boas! 
same features as Jasper and Ba'\!' 
tain snowfall, the stunning sce 
class trails), without the national )' 
or fees. 

Judging by the perma-grin 
skiers’ faces, people were just th’! 
skiing so early, especially 8!’ 
depressing lack of snow until qu 
season. 

Like a lot of cross-country fac 
ton Nordic Centre is run almost © 
volunteers, Even though the club ©! 
afford a full-time groomer, howev"" 
are well maintained. The weeken 
there, all of the lower trails were 9°" 
for both classic and skating. 


cowie of i 


} 
_..country skiing. Hardcore 
san work up a sweat on the 
_ termediate 25-km Marathon 
ywhich includes the infamous 
ot ly named Barf Hill) or the 
4 upper 5-km Loop. 


yis{TING NATIONAL BIATHLON 


j members were by far the most 
gus skiers We Saw. Their usual 
ning centre in Canmore was a 
after some rainfall, and the con- 
ions in Hinton were even better 
those at Silver Star, so the team 
driven up. 

ese impossibly svelte young men 
jyomen were ripping around the 
eat alarming speeds. Every now 
jthen, we'd hear a volley of gun- 
is reverberate through the valley. 
atthe other extreme, if you're 
iking for easy trails, there is a flat 
mmup area in front of the lodge at 
main parking area, as well as a 
fish 3.5-km Pulk Loop at the upper 
king area, ideal for towing little 
ss around behind you. (Apparently 
everyone needs an easy loop for 
The minor details of gravity did- 
seem to be an issue with some of 
parents we saw pulling loaded 
ks a little too effortlessly around 
p-and-down main lodge loop.) 

for those who, like myself, are 
ing for mid-range trails with 


“<ine terrain ~ same great powder ~ open bowls ~ nestled in 
“southern Alberta Rockies ~ visit castlevacations.ca for great 
in stay packages 403.627.5101 


leisurely ups and downs, there’s the 
brand new 8-km Snowy River recre- 
ational trail. (It’s so new that there are 
still piles of logs stacked beside the 
trailhead.) According to the map, this 
trail ends at a viewpoint, but we 
either missed it somehow or it’s not 
much of a viewpoint. But they say it’s 
the journey and not the vista that 
matters, right? And in this case, the 
journey was wonderful. As impossible 
as it sounds, the whole way there and 
back felt slightly downhill. 

If night skiing is your bag, there is a 
short loop of trails with lights at the 
main parking area, although the night 
1 went to check it out the lights 
weren't on. I was disappointed about 
the lack of skiing but impressed by the 
vast, black night sky. Living in the city, 
it's easy to forget what true darkness 
is like. 

Our last day was cold and crisp, so 
we decided to take a short break at 
the lodge. The fine old building was 
donated by Parks Canada and used to 
sit at the Icefields Centre on Highway 
93. Now it provides a large, comfort- 
able respite for weary, hungry skiers 
... not to mention cold ones. 

Thankfully someone had started a 
roaring fire in the hot stove, and I was 
able to thaw out my frozen toes 
before strapping the boards back on 
and heading out to the trails again. 

After all, you never know when the 
next perfect moment might come 
along. v 


For more information and recently 
updated trail conditions, check out 
www.hintonnordic.ca. 
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we had your back? 
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including GST between Edmonton and Calgary 


Ask about-our special discounts 
and ticket packs 
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onboard movies 
fold-down tables and laptop plug-ins 
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Big trek to Big White 


is well worth the drive 


ADAM SMITH / adam@yueweekly.com 
Iberta is home to a lot of nice 
A terrain and plenty of snow, 
but it’s common to pass 
through the Rockies into the cornu- 
copia of British Columbia’s mountains. 

We cover vast expanses of land 
and rock, in pursuit of the steep, 
powder deep slopes under skies 
blended completely into white. The 
trip is often long and treacherous; 
pushing through mountain passes, 
we stare into the lightly flickering red 
tail lights of big trucks. There is often 
nothing else on the whirling moun- 
tain roads—just darkness and white 
swirling snow, brightly lit and mes- 
merizing, dancing flatly in front of 
the windshield. 

We left Edmonton for Big White and 
were taken into a cloud of snow. Ten 
hours later we emerged at the under- 
ground parking at the Inn at Big White. 

We arrived at the resort just in time 
for the moneyshot. It had dumped all 
week, and two previously closed lifts 
were opening up the following morn- 
ing. Just a short jaunt from Kelowna, 
Big White's summit sits at just over 
2 300m and there are almost 3 000 
acres of rideable terrain. The layout is 
simple with minimal traversing 
required, which is nice for the lazy or 
spoiled boarder. The terrain caters to 
a fine blend of skill levels, but has 
enough aggressive coverage to keep 
things exciting for people who like to 
get sweaty in their neons, which seem 
to be making a powerful comeback 
among the cool mountain kids. 

It was my first time riding the moun- 
tain, and I was flanked by my girlfriend 
and a friend of mine we'll call Pee Wee. 
Pee Wee was visiting from Melbourne. 
Years ago, I'd learned to ride with him, 
but 10 years had passed since we'd 
shredded together so the mood was 
high as we set out for the mountain. 
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WE ROSE EARLY and made our way to 
the Bullet Express, a high speed quad 
that was in the process of opening up 
a vast area of untouched runs. As we 
ascended the mountain, the sky was 
blue and the Monashee mountain 
range could be seen sprawling like 
gnarled fingers in every direction. 
People were shrieking and yelling 
their excitement. Every early riser 
reaching the top of the mountain 


was guaranteed huge helpings of 
fresh tracks. The canvas was being 
quickly painted, but throughout the 
day the well-gladed slopes were full 
of fresh snow. 

The mass of riders then migrated 
Eastward to the Black Forest Express 
as it opened and exposed a good 
selection of glades and a bunch of 
steep chutes that were deceivingly raw 
under the two foot blanket of new 
snow. These runs were short but chal- 
lenging due to the quick vertical drop, 
and the Eastward facing slopes opened 
widely to the massive valleys below. 

As the easiest tracks were poached, 
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the migration headed to the 
mountain village. The lifi lines d 
peared, and Pee Wee and | made 
way about the quieted mountain § 
White's newest lift is the Snow Gh 
Express, a large scale, modern regf 
duction of the traditional chair lif. 
the true Cadillac of lifts, about as 
from the modest plank-backed§ 
seaters and T-bars of our forefat 
as it gets. A six-seat behe 
million lift sends 10 pas 


mountain every seven seconds, 4 
does so quietly and com(ortably 
chair makes lift lines seem arcane 


BIG WHITE IS AN old-schoo!, bigs 
hill. Lift tickets ring in at $65, bul 
are ways to save some dough 
combined Big White/Silver Sia! ! 
to Ride card is the best way \ 
with an upfront cost of $49.95 fo" 
price, you get your first lift icsel™ 
and then discounts on your \ils 
sons and even accommucalll 
throughout the season. You @N¥ 
one up at any of four Edmonton d 
co locations (for more inform 
see www bigwhite.com/!t) 
The resort has muc! 
including true ski in, ski oul 
modation and a variely “'” 
drinking and dining opportunilit 


to mention a vibrant foosbel 7 
ablist 


to of 


Completely drained ro" 9 
the season with a day" 
knee deep riding, we neal 
infamous, ever bumping “7 
Sam’s for some Top 4° gang . 
a few reasonably price® i vd 
some competitive ae : 
heading back to the !uxv") 
to drift asleep. v 


3 — QUIKSILVER HOODIE 4 
4.- ORLA SHOES 

| ¢ = BURTON SNOMBOARDING INET 

6 — WESTA9 MILITARY (AP 


EMAIL YOUR WISHLIST 
To WISHLIST @WESTA9.(OM 

VIS(T ONLINE FOR 

FyLL CONTEST DETAILS 

CONTEST RUNS Nov 14TH - DEC 24TH 


WOoSte.com . 
4 Nt) oe : ay '4 y - 
i ed doer gs Py ‘ ‘a of Leas 
ee a aa dS os ec IBS ee 


SNOW ZONE DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13,2006 \WWiSWweEEKLy 19 


_ 402 Connaught Dr. 
852-3225 


624 
Connaught 


at 
_ “sbeer 2 
T 


614 Patricia St. 852-6262 


Strange brew se down oct 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 
wo conundrums have per- 
plexed Burton for decades. 
First, bindings cover up all 
those wicked graphics that board 
companies work so hard to design. 
And second, at -20 degrees, clear 
plastic containers shatter like glass. 

For over a decade, Burton has 
been drinking beer, staring at Tup- 
perware, and wondering why clear 
plastic breaks when it freezes. Maybe 
it’s not something the general snow- 
boarding population is worried 
about, but a see-through binding 
seemed like a pretty cool idea. And 
to bring beer into the equation, clear 
plastic bindings that looked like beer 
bottle glass would be even cooler. 
Especially if they had a bottle opener 
on the hi-back. 

Finally, Burton had one of those 
boozy epiphanies: what do Tupper- 
ware and bindings have in common? 
The answer: perplexing pigment. 

A moderate flex binding with 
admirable strength, Burton Brew 
Bindings deliver a smooth ride for 
beer and snowboard lovers alike. The 
minimized hi-back makes for a light 
spirit without intoxicating your 
response. 

The Brews also feature a Tool-Free 
Adjustable Gas Pedal, for drunkards 
who lose their tools. Smooth Glide 
buckles with polished aluminum 
levers and a quick release gate cover 
your ass in embarrassing situations. 


EAT DRINK 


J estan 780-852-0404 


TAPAS RESTAURANT 


Jadtper Fiquev Stove 
WINE CELLAR 


jasperwine@incentre.net 


= 

board and helps you open your} 
The Burton Brew Bindings are} 

for those about to rock. v 


But really, who is Burton kidding? 
At the end of the day, you want a base 
plate that shows off your boots, your 


Smokin 
moguls’ 


ow 
HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweek! co" 


very year a 
Resort they kick ol 
with an offerin: 


gods. Dubbed the "Cor 
Smoker,” this year anol! 
wooden skis will be sc! 
offering. 

Obviously this trac!!! 
extremely successful b 
usually has the bigs* st Si 
within our ski vicinity 

Festivities kick off 0" >” 
from noon - 3 pm in'n 
smoker garden” located" 
plaza area. Activities “ | 
beer garden, fire pil « and ) oi 
thirsty (or maybe eve? *" M 
try kicking back a few ™ 
cocktails made esp** 
event. v 
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ALPINE BED & BREAKFAST PACKAGE 
NOV dS - DEC 28 


° { NIGHT ACCOMMODATION 
¢ HOT BUFFET BREAKFAST 
° ALL TAXES AND MEAL GRATUITIES 
° STARTING FROM $59 PER PERSON 
{BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY, IN STANDARD ACCOMMODATION} 


ASK ABOUT THE OPTION TO UPGRADE TO 
KITCHEN AND FIREPLACE SUITES! 


JASPER NATIONAL PARK, AB 
780-852-4461 - WWW.JASPERINN.COM 
TOLL FREE 1-800-661-1933 


NOW OPEN! 4= 
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skiingjasper.com 
1-866-952-3816 


SNOW ZONE 


G22 PATRICIA ST. JASPER 
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BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 


henever I see the Roxy 
brand, I think of the ‘90s 
band Roxette and wonder 


if Marie Fredriksson ever skied. After 
all, she was from Sweden. 

And now Roxy, the popular 
women’s board-sports clothier, is 
making a foray into the ski industry 
with the Roxy Pop Art Ski. The ski is 
selling extremely well this year, 
although it is suspiciously similar to 
the reliable Dynastar Exclusive 10. 

There is one difference, though: 
the look. 

Roxy Pop Art Skis aim for the 
younger crowd, and they do it with 
brand recognition. Seventies-style 
stacked rectangles of varied sizes 
cover the ski. The tips, tail and grip- 
pad are branded with Roxy's heart. 

Roxy wants just about anyone to 
sport her name, but the Pop Art Ski is 


=|ROXY P 
actually a mish-mash of everyone 
else's names. ; 

Dynastar's Autodrive Women's 
Technology features a raised heel and 
superb ramp angle to match your sexy 
stance. She’s got the Look Nova 9 
bindings for reliable turns, color- 
matched to the skis for her pleasure, 
with Full Drive toe component. The 
three-dimension spin provides a safe 
release in times of trouble. There is 
also a Teflon Glider under the boot to 
keep grit from interfering with your 
form. Rossignol even jumped on the 
brand wagon with their Lamda tech- 
nology, designed to make your turns 
more reliable. 

Intended for intermediate to 
advanced skiers, the sidecut meas- 
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OP ART SKIS 


ures 108cm/67cm/94¢), \ 
setting 2.5 - 9. Roxy Pop an 
also considerably jigh; of 
well-suited for the improy, 
looking for a better ski ™ 
I can’t help but think Roy, « 
the ski business for a fovial 
you're into looking shar) .. 
these brands still don’t hay. 
vinced, Roxy has already 
the most important thins val 
bag! You can complete your iol 
an accessory perfectly matcheq 
ski and bindings. 7 
A snappy little ski, it’) hava 
who don’t even remember py 
humming the anthem. jp ; ' 
forgot, here’s a hint: sh 
Na-na-na ... she’s got the | 
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Offiyounpurchase! 
see in-store;fomdetails™ 


rd Service & Repair 


& Including: 

NY @=aiiat DVD’ by Forum ) Machine Waxing * Pro Waxing 
* Base Grinding * Edge Grinding 

ao ‘Repairs tS 


Yamavunitedeycle com | phone 780.433.1181 | 10323-7 
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Y DERKSEN / jeremy @vueweekly.com 
he darkened windows at Evil 
Dave’s Grill make it difficult to 
see in, causing you to wonder 
what kind of evil is brewing inside. 
or several months after it opened, 
pass by when I was in Jasper and 
gine what was behind that dark 
iss Like the local haunted house in 
mali town, it had a mysterious aura. 
er all, it was the restaurant that 
filled the void left by Kontos’ 
faurant. The ubiquitous green and 
le decor at the former greek estab- 
iment was known to everyone in 
per, and many visitors as well. 
ally, curiosity got the better of 
With a small dinner party of 
bul 12 people, we descended on 
! Dave's. Inside, the atmosphere 
Warm and inviting. Dim lighting 
d brown wood made the 
cem cosy, not sinister. The 
J - an open layout, but large 
nboo planters divide the seating to 
“sense of privacy between 
mS. On the walls hang colourful 
ings of freakish voodoo mon- 
» on abstract backgrounds, the 
Of a local artist, 
Nature dishes have names like 
="l0us Chicken,” “Malevolent 
loaf” and the “Bad Guy.” The 
list features selections ranging 
1824 to $60 a bottle. I chose a 


‘ with an appetizer, the 
The 5 a brie with pear puree ($ 
* P melted cheese and pear 
% + ‘Nicely with the smooth, 

'ed red, which had subtle 
©! epper and black currant. 


TL NTREE, I chose the Bad Guy 
a angel hair pasta with spicy 
Sauce, chicken, shrimp and 


30 to where Evil is on 
1c menu, but watch out 
or the big Bad Guy 


MON THUTO S PM, FAl-SATTO 10PM 


EVIL DAVE'S GRILL 
B22 PATRICIA STREET 
TAL852393 


vegetables. 

One thing I can’t stand is when 
restaurants serve up a mediocre, 
runny, bland peanut sauce. Evil 
Dave's does it just right; it was spicy, 
thick without being too thick, and 
accented with just the right dose of 
light herbs. The chicken was tender 
and the vegetables married the dish 
perfectly, with sprigs of broccoli, diced 
carrot and peppers. 

On an average day, I have an above 
average appetite. After a day of ski- 
Ing, I am ravenous, but I still wasn’t 
able to finish off the Bad Guy. I want- 
ed to, but I was just too full. | ended 
up leaving about a third of the dish 
While I hate to waste good food, | was 
amazed to be so sated without finish- 
ing my dish. I'm usually the type to 
sop up the sauce with a little bread at 
the end. It's rare, too, to find a place 
that can dish out funky, tasty cuisine 
with eye-catching presentations, and 
still fill you up for less than $40 (the 
final bill was $36, not including wine). 

The only disappointment of the 
evening was the weak, tepid coffee I 
had to finish off my meal. For $2.25, I 
expect better than a greasy, diner 
quality cup of joe. But I am a bit of a 
coffee snob, and aside from that the 
meal was fantastic. 

And judging from the response of 
my friends, they were enjoying their 
meals as well. The conversation was 
jovial and boisterous, as good a sign 
as any that an establishment has the 
right combination of atmosphere, 
taste and service. The next day, half 
the party was still raving about the 
bourbon pecan pie. ¥ 
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VACATION RENTALS 
HIGH COUNTRY PROPERTIES 


Ski Right To Your Door! 


Panorama 
Mountain Villages 


* Enjoy the comforts of home in a pro- 
fessionally managed, privately owned, 
chalet, home or condo. . 
* Just a short scenic 1.5 drive from Le 
Banff in B.C.'s beautiful Columbia 
Valley. 

* Ski, snowboard, cross-country ski, 
sleigh ride, snowshoe, heli-ski, fish, 
skate, spa, hot pools, sauna, restau- 
rants, lounges, shopping and lessons 
are all within walking distance. 

* All properties are equipped with a 
fireplace, microwave, 

dishwasher, fridge, stove, TV, DVD, 
stereo, patio and gas bbq. 

* tt only makes sense to enjoy your 
worry-free winter get-a-way at Pan- 
Orama with High Country Properties! 


T -800- 665- 1801 


www.hig hcountryproperties. com 


stepchild 


many more! 


OUTER WEAR 


Special blend 
4 square 
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Snowboards - 


Local 

Rabbit Hill — 60cm base, 10cm new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts and runs open 
Snow Valley — 60cm base, 10cm of new snow, all lifts and runs open 

Sunridge — 60cm base, 3cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 4 lifts and 5 runs open 


Alberta 

Sunshine — 108cm base, 26cm of snow in the past 5 days, 11 lifts and 89 runs open 

Lake Louise — 85-130cm base, 10cm of snow in the past 7 days, all ifts and 116 runs open 
C.0.P.— 75cm base, 10cm of new snow in the past 7 days 

Fortress — Opening date TBA 

Marmot Basin — 75cm base, 15cm of new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts open 

Nakiska — 63cm base, 10cm of new snow in the past 7 days, opens Dec. 9 

Mt Norquay — 65cm base, 15cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 5 lifts and 85% terrain open 
Castle Mt. — 46-140cm base, 51cm of new snow in past 7 days, opens full time Dec. 15 
Tawatinaw — 4cm of new snow, good conditions, open Saturday and Sunday, 10 — 4 


B.C. 

Silver Star — 110cm base, 32cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 10/12 lifts and 82/112 runs open 
Big White — 10cm base, 19cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 6/16 lifts and 42/118 runs open 
Apex — 90cm base, 3 lifts, 22 trails open 

Sun Peaks — 109cm base, 24cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 10 lifts and 115 trails open 
Femie — 123cm base, opens Dec. 9 

Kimberley — 72cm base, opens Dec. 16 

Panorama — 79cm hase (summit), Gcm of new snow in the past 2 days, opens Dec. 8 

Fairmont — Opens Dec. 15 

Kicking Horse — 130cm base, 29cm of new snow in the past 7 days, opens full time Dec. 15 

Red Mt.— 140cm base, 12cm of new snow in the past 7 days, open p/t. opens f/t Dec. 8 
Whitewater — 95cm base, Gem of new snow in the past 3 days, opens full time Dec. 9 

Powder Springs — Opens Dec. 9 

Mt. Washington — 175cm base, 1cm of new snow in the past 2 days, 7 lifts and 50 runs open 
Powder King — 14cm base, 40cm of new snow in the past 3 days, opens Dec. 8 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 160cm base, 44cm of new snow in the past 7 days, lift info N/A 


U.S.A. 

Big Mt. — 89cm base, 26cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 3 lifts and 31 runs open 

49 North — 150cm hase, no new snow in the past 2 days, 68 runs open 

Mt Spokane — 97-152cm base, no new snow, all lifts and 42/44 runs open 

Big Sky — 80cm base, 5cm of new snow in the past 2 days, 4 lifts and 10 runs open 
Schweitzer Mt.— 100cm base, 10cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 6 lifts and 31 runs open 
Lookout Pass — 122cm base, 12cm of new snow in the past 2 days, all lifts and runs open 
Silver Mt. Resort — 148cm base, 10cm of snow in the past 2 days, 5 lifts and 67 runs open 
Crystal Mt — 75cm of new snow in the past 5 days, opens Dec. 8 

Great Divide — 30cm base, 10cm of new snow in the past 2 days, all lifts and 6 runs open 
Sun Vallay — 43cm base, no new snow in the past 3 days, 4 lifts and 45 runs open 
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All conditions accurate as of Dec. 6, 2006 


4211-106 St. 
Edmonton, Alberta 


www.TheEasyRider.com 


Snowboards - Skateboards 


IN THE 
COMING WEEKS 


_WAKISKA & 
KICKING HORSE 


413-1554 


Break your bad habit; 
with a good lesson 


=|SKI TIPS 


COLIN CATHREA 
> | colin@vweweekly.com 


Professional ski instructors are a well- 
trained bunch. The Canadian Ski Instruc- 
tors Alliance has a very rigorous 
examining procedure to ensure that the 
instructors they send out to resorts 
throughout the world are the best in the 
world. Many have taught the very old, the 
very young and everything in between. 

The young beginner is usually a fast 
learner. They listen to what you say and 
don't have any reinforced bad habits. For 
some reason, slightly inebriated ex-hockey 
players have a good learning curve right 
up until the 4 pm hangover kicks in. But 
people who have been skiing with a cer- 
tain style for a long period of time often 
have a difficult time re-training their mind 
and body to perform new tasks. 

When that happens, we need to break 
the old mould by strongly emphasizing 
the new move. Instructors will use differ- 
ent training aids to help you visualize and 
sometimes over-exaggerate the new 
Moves you should be learning. One of my 
favourites is holding a long slalom pole 
across the hill to teach proper upper body 
positioning. 

Many times when we take a lesson 
after having skied for some time, when 
we try what the instructor tells us, it feels 
uncomfortable or downright stupid. 
You're thinking, “! feel off-balance and 
this isn’t working.” 


| KNOW THE FEELING exactly. After 
teaching for many years, | go back for re- 
certification soon, and the CSIA has 
developed some new-fangled technique 
that not only feels funny but doesn’t seem 
to work. Yet with practice, concentration 
and a little humiliation, the skis begin to 
carve and the whole thing feels right. 

The point I'm getting at is this: if you 
repeat bad habits over and over again, it's 


hard to break them. It may feo) nt 
to ski in whatis, ultimately »j ee 
position. | know this because). 
skied with my hips way out of pj a 
the persistence of a good coach, |; 
learned the right stance. He oye, 
me practice in a swimming poli j 
tough to teach people who alr, 
how to ski. So keep an ope, 
take a lesson sooner than late; 
One more thing: don’t try to ta} 0 
much too soon. A beginner wh, 
right into parallel turns will usualy 5, 
bad habits right off the bat a 
become difficult to break. J. 4 
how many turns you do in 
you reinforce bad technig 
and thousands of times, y 
begin subconscious prog; 
breaking the bad habits will be gigi, 
There are other repercussions tron, 


re) 


Y Kng 
Mindag 


A beginner who jumps rig 
into parallel turns wil) 
usually build bad habits 
right off the bat that then 
become difficult to break 


off more than you can chew. \njuriesg 
one, and frustration is another 

While teaching in Fernie, | once gay 
private lesson to a man and wife, ag 
ple of beginners that thought they v 
intermediates. It had snowed aij 
amount and they insisted that they w 
ed to learn to ski powder 

Day one consisted of being pissed 
at the instructor, pissing off the insti 
and ultimately, getting pissed ateg 
other. They were trying to rush thin 
They “needed” to learn to 
they could go heli-skiing togeth 

Needless to say, | felt like taking! 
off to a remote peak and pushing i 
over the edge, but luckily for th 
instructors are taught patien 
lots of patience. w 
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ni geck / hart@vueweekly.com 

» Te month « of November was 
the best ever at Marmot Basin 
and they are reporting four 
en records just to prove their 
yee of the records are just for 
pecause the hill, the Knob and 
ies East all opened earlier then 
;petore. The lifts started hauling 
js and boarders on Nov 17 and 
jes East and the Knob followed 
+ week later, which was a huge 
arise because the Knob opening 
: jly doesn't happen until well into 


TGOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

uilding on the-previous week- 
end’s success, the Canadian 
» World Cup ski teams continued 
impress on the slopes. 

Colorado, Whistler's Michael 
myk skied to silver in the Men’s 
alom, at Lake Louise, Kitchener's 
ily Vanderbeek finished third in the 
pmen’s Super G- 

kelly credited her success to the 
ic medal run that John Kucera 
lied off last weekend. The women’s 
» watched Kucera’s run numerous 
the night before their race, envi- 
ed how he attacked the line and 
i they went out and followed suit. 
is is also the first time one of 
women has been on the podium 
Lake Louise. Considering they've 
Nn racing here since 1989, the 
omplishment is cause for celebra- 


én Read, Alpine Canada’s chief, 
predicted that we could win as 
y as seven medals this year, but 
bowing these unexpected early 


sive record, which is responsible for 
the previous three. In November, Mar- : 
mot Basin received 163cm of snowfall | 
resulting in a settled base of 75>cm—_—— | 
definitely the best start ever, as it 
broke the 1990 record by seven cm. 

It's been said that a 65cm base at 
Marmot is a respectful pack and the 
extra 10 cm can only make it so much 
better. And with their snowmaking on 
the lower slopes they can ensure a 
snowy ride back to the chair every 
time. w 
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The largest and one of the best ski facilities in our local area _ 


°24 downhill runs that challenge skiers, snowboarders 
and snowbladers from novice to advanced 

* We have the largest and most varied terrain park around 
with a variety of rails, funboxes and hits, the Superpipe 
is one of the best in Alberta 

°20 kms of exhilerating and groomed cross-country trails, 
as easy or as challenging as you choose. 

* Ski School, designed to get you Skiing quicker and 
easier than you would imagine 

*Finish the day off with a snack from the chalet’s concession! 


continues 


*/RACING 


results that number was quickly 
upped to 12. 

1 don’t know if it’s the new summer 
training program on the BC glacier or 
if this young team is starting to come 
together, but whatever the case, it’s 


Starting to look great for the 2010 
Olympics. w 


STARTING AT $Q)Q)00 aw sf 


A» 


HOURS OF OPERATION: 10:00 AM TO 4:30 PM 
Call the county office 349-3346 or the hill 698-2212 for more info 


“i TAWATINAW VALLEY 


alpine & nordic centre 


Per person, per night (plus taxes) 
based on 2 adults 


PACKAGE INCLUDES: 


e Aroom with two queen beds 

e One adult ski pass for a full day of skiing in 
the Canadian rockies at one of these 
amazing ski resorts: SUNSHINE, LAKE 
LOUISE or NORQUAY 

e Free Continental Breakfast 

¢ Three story waterslide 


e Hot tub 


1402 Bow Valley Trail, Canmore, Alberta T1W 1N5 
Toll Free 1.888.678.4656 
Local 1.403.609.4656 
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When wine becomes a 
FSHN accessory 


NICE LEGS 


= | CHRISTOPHER THRALL 
> | ish@weweeklycon 


2005 PKNT SAUVIGNON BLANC 
CENTRAL VALLEY, CHILE, $12.66 


| would be able to be much nastier about 
this new series from central Chile if it 
weren't so damn good. An enormous, 
iconic chili pepper graces each bottle 
over its enigmatic, vowel-less name. The 
simple act of picking it up feels like buy- 
ing into a slick marketing campaign tar- 
geted at our demographic. 

PKNT (pee-kan-tay) comes from the 
Chilean for “spicy.” The name is intend- 
ed to convey the effects, not the ingredi- 
ents, of this pleasant line of inexpensive 
wines. | picked up the Carmenere one 
weekend and was really happy with its 
quiet, full flavour, so decided to spring 
the Sauvignon Blanc on my white wine- 
preferring bride. 

As a further nod to the designers 
responsible for PKNT’s pending populari- 
ty, the red plastic wine stopper was 
exactly the same shade as the chili pep- 
per. | removed it and savoured the fruity 
cats-piss aroma of a young Sauvignon. 
The nose quickly broadened into green 
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WHIPPING UP SOME COOKING CLASSES 
Planet Organic Market holds cooking 
classes on a variety of topics. The $10 
deposit they request is returned in the 
form of a Planet Organic gift certificate 
when you attend the class. Check out 
gluten-free holiday cooking on Dec 7, de- 
alcoholized wine and cheese tastings on 
the Dec 8 or something called “Cooking 


apple and ripe hay as my wife and | sat 
down to an evening of Amélie. 

My first taste was round and full of 
fruit, vanishing instantly from my palate 
after | swallowed. | had no aftertaste to 
contend with, and found myself drinking a 
little faster in order to maintain the taste 
on my tongue. While this maintained the 
tart citrus and apple, it also fueled a mel- 
low wine buzz that combined perfectly 
with the quirky French film. 

For the fashion-savvy and style-con- 
scious, PKNT is an enjoyable, inexpen- 
sive wine that is both hip and 
surprisingly drinkable. | find it unlikely 
that it would be served by a stiff-necked 
sommelier in a five-star restaurant. Now 
ask yourself if that’s a bad thing. w 


for Anti-Aging” on Dec 13. Visit planetor- 
ganic.ca and thank us in a thousand years. 


EASIEST. HOT CHOCOLATE. EVER. 
Believe it or not, all those silly powders, 
tiny whisks and special blending tech- 
niques are completely unnecessary. If 
you've ever just nuked chocolate milk for 
50 seconds, you know what I'm talking 
about. Throw in some mini marshmal- 
lows and chocolate chips, stir with a 
candy cane, and voila: Snowman Soup! 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some unsubstanti- 
ated gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com 
or fax 426.2889. 


With friends and family (not to mentio 
hot Italian men), Tra Amici has it all 


JENNIFER MARIE LEWIN / jennifer@vueweekly.com 
blame Tra Amici for a D- on my 
| Hamlet paper in English 101. I 
“studied” a little too much there. 
For a single college girl, the vista at 
Tra Amici is incredible: a plethora of 
young Italian men in soccer shirts 
cheer on their favourite teams. Add 
that to amazing coffee and Little 
Italy's atmosphere and my intellectu- 
al pursuits were a little derailed. 
Seven years later, I realized that it 
wasn’t only me. No female is 
immune to the charm of this place: 
my three-year-old daughter fell in 
love with the “gelato man” as she 
fondly calls him. On summer after- 
noons, after we were done at the 
park, we would tromp over to the 
familiar café for our usual: one iced 
latté in a frosted mug and a double 
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scoop of gelato. My husband was 
curious why my daughter kept saying 
“ciao” to everyone after our outings. 
One evening, we decided to go out 
to eat and asked Sapphira to choose 
the location. She peeped out the 
window at the chill wind and blow- 
ing snow and said, “It’s not too cold 
for gelato!” | couldn't have agreed 
more, but my husband needed some 
coaxing as we shivered in our car 
driving to the downtown district. 
There was obviously no game on 
this Thursday night; we were the 
only ones sitting at the silver and red 


BIG SISTERS. BIG BROTHERS. BIG FUN! (ian 


© Surf the Net ¢ Watch a Movie ¢ Wash The Car * Bake 
Cookies * Take a Walk ¢ Be a Couch Potato © Eat Pizza 
™ How many of these things did YOU do this week? 


Change someone’s world, Share these same activities and just a few 
hours a week with a boy or girl in need of a friend and role model. 


Big Brothers Big Sisters » 424-8181 » bbbsedmonton.org 


chrome tables. Massive German af 


Italian flags fully covered two wal 
and with the soccer paraphernalia 


the room, it felt a little like a spol 
bar. My daughter was [ascif 
with the many arcade games 
she propped herself ai Pac Mt 
while we went up to order 


TRA AMICI HAS A LIMITED menu 
is best for lunch—various pa 

sandwiches make up the I! 
They do, however, have son 
alternatives to an Eg¢ 
breakfast. I spotted the Nut 
sant ($3.50) from the break! 
that would suit my daughte )! 
My husband went with the veal?! 
ni ($6.50), while [ decided" 
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JMARCO CLAVERTA | 
PROJECT 


9:30PM * NO 
aay Cuance Tp ern s. COVER < SLEEMAM PRITS $4.25 ALL NIGHT 
O) Selemaleis a 


ECE BER 11 


From the avid 
slicers #SALINGER 
novice consumer, ig NO COVER » GRASSHOPPER PINTS AND me BOTTLES ae 


our incomparable} |r rae 
selection and low - = THURSDAY DECEMBER 14 


the lunch Shine in, prices will satishy IST ANNUAL 
e it with a grin Fil ey MUSICAL XMAS TOY DRIVE 


5 ba, ag © BRING DOWN A NEW UNWRAPPED TOY FOR THE KIDS AND RECEIVE A GIFT CERTIFICATE. 
+00 / tanis@vueweekly.com == | MON-FRITO 330 PM % GREAT LIVE MUSIC ALL NITE FROM — AWESOME BANDS!! 
nen | walkedinto Shine, GO SHINE BISTRO 2 ws ‘ eu * NO CO 


Aj my first a was be IS AND CATERING Elen 5 
: d t 2 J 
So ar sea tet i anny ALLEY (101A AVENUE eli Rade N EW YEAR? 3 S EVE 
nclusion, really, as the 4 wines and spirits jrom 2 a 
Sy 5 cen into the Citadel the old world to the TICKETS ON SALE $00) Nii 
ye building, between the Foote _walll to my left: Mmm good eats, and new, we make your CALL 41 4-6766 FOR DETAILS. 1% 


ire School and Canada Place. the hand-lettered poster declaring ° —— 
interior jumped out at me, with Welcome to Shine on my right. Hud- selection... See 


ong tempura colours of mustard, dled over a table in the corner, three - as easy as | Ta 

nd green atop a bare concrete men were discussing politics, one vs 1,2,3! A CHECK out nol 
Bright sun streamed through the _—_ sporting a turtleneck sweater and ANEW HAPPY HO 

jows that made up the front wall, fringed scarf. The atmosphere felt EDK 99 —— .9 PM MON- OUR: 
ite the fact that it was bitingly | momentarily surreal, the way a spot- u 05 05 = WAS: Str eet LG 

pulside, and | wondered if this _ lighted stage feels charged with elec- ¢ i fe Z 10616- S2 AVE. 414-6766 
how the bistro got its name. 4?0- L 650 = WWW.OBYRNMES.COM 

bok in the slogan painted on the CONTINUES ON PAGE 30 


Give a Moxie’s gift card and give the gift of choice. DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 
(102 ave. and 100A st.) 


for reservations ph. 


426-4RMS (4767) 


ATi lounge 


== DON BERNER 
~ALDREY 0H 


Experience 


OLD HOLLYWOOD GLAMOUR! é 


With food from the 
olden age of Hollywood! 


6-9pm © 5 course dinner 


‘Chase a $50 gift card and receive a beautiful 
“d set of two Big Life™ glasses FREE!* 


eu: PLUS: JAZZ PARTY 
“algary Trail « St. Albert Trail © West Edmonton « Mall « Kingsway * 170th Street ENQUIRE WITHIN 
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Treés are'vital to our planet. They help us reduce 
Global Warming, they clean our air, filter our water. 
systems, provide a habitat for half of the world?s 
wildlife species, andmuch more. 


Ecoist plants a tree for every handbag sold. We 
believe that by doing so, we can prove to our cus- — 
tomers that we are sérious about our commitment — 
to preserving the environment and reducing global 
warming. Our objective is to inspire other busi- 
nesses and individuals to join us. 


Ecoist works with Trees for the Future to plant trees C Sava tahlAat a 

in areas that have been affected by industrial devel-" ? a kK i age 
opment, natural disasters, fires, and other causes. ... — 
Recently, Ecoist has planted trees: around the world — 
including India, Uganda, Haiti; Mexico, andthe - ae — 
United States. ie mM = 


S TTVIAQA STREET A 
S FOSS OAD | 


ee T 


438-463 6 


ttt 
A live operator is waiting for you! °°" 
Simply ask to be connected with a specific busine’ 
describe the type of business you are looking '° 
what area you want to search in! 5? 
ims FRED 


on Oe a a Cle ee a 


DID WE MENTION ... 


28 ‘VVIEEIIS” DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13, 2006 DISH 


my name is Christo- 
: I’m a bruncha- 
7 uirm a little in the 
nce, but if I can’t get 
= like this, where could I? 1 
5 les of addiction, ruined lives 
vate acts, giving support and 


i 4 me brunchaholism nearly 
my life,” J start a little uncertain- 
‘couple of weeks ago, before this 
‘cold snap, | took my little family 
sunday morning to Barb and 
1s Old Country Inn.” Sighs of 
gnition echoed around the group. 
ulously, | could sense no récrimi- 
», With some difficulty, I continue. 
10.45, we pulled up to a sign 
vertising “Best Eggs Benedict” in 
sof the charmingly kitsch land- 
k on 99 Street. I had always 
sired it in passing but never got 
savarian connection until my first 
We joined the chilly but patient 
and wrapped a blanket more 
ly around our shivering toddler. 

he line stretched halfway down 
front of the building but moved 
ly, as satisfied groups braced the 
Jon their way out. I made a small 
ne when a petulant dame butted in 
jn front of us, claiming her name 
ona list that | had just been 
ie to confirm didn’t exist. I get 
mtful of claimed privilege. 

e elegantly coiffed marm moved 
hind my family, hovering around 
line while spitting poisonous 
ks my way. | ignored her while 
ping an eye on her position. 

look around at the group, noting 
| most are paying attention while a 
are lost in their miseries. I draw 
eth from the fact that I saw no 
idemnation in their eyes for my 
iment of the snotty senior. I forge 
Unloading my burden to these 
igers. 

ur daughter bumped us a little 
id of the fast-moving line and we 
Seated within a frosty 20 min- 
/by an expansive man in full 


different 
brands of 


t Sunc 


ay 


SUNDAYS TO 4 PM 
BARB AND ERNIE'S 


OLD COUNTRY INN 
9905-72 AVENUE 
CET 


BRUNCH 


lederhosen. Meet Ernie. His wife, 
Barb, staffed the till with dry efficiency 
in her fraulein’s ruffles. 


WETHREADED OUR way between 15 or 


so packed tables, slightly daunted that 
the other half of the restaurant was 
just as busy. The space pulsed with 
energy. Groups shared tables and 
platters of delectable breakfasts 
passed constantly on the trays of 
bustling servers. A barely-heard oom 
pah pah soundtrack combined with 
the stunning collection of authentic 
German tourist tchochkes that packed 
the walls. The whole tableau felt exu- 
berantly genuine. 

My wife and I nodded to the imme- 
diately-offered coffee ($2.25) and my 
wife ordered a hot chocolate ($2.50) 


—<_“‘ 


brunch e lunch « dinner 
10145 -104 Street 429-0740 


for our daughter. She had ulterior 
motives: a generous slab of genuine 
whipped cream would grace the mug 
and our daughter would be gently 
encouraged to share with her mother. 

I glanced cursorily over the menu's 
European-inspired breakfast options 
(some of which including gherkins), 
but landed quickly in the legendary 
eggs benedict choices. My wife 
picked the benny with sausage 
($8.95) and I seized on the combo 
meat ($11.95) to feed my need, 
which promised two ham, sausage 
and bacon with my benny. Our 
daughter selected hotcakes with 
bacon ($5.95) and we settled in with 
our warm mugs to wait. 

1 look around guiltily, but I see only 
looks of sympathy for my artery-hard- 
ening choices. The group knew where 
this was going: my life in shambles as I 
turn desperately for help with my 
uncontrollable addiction. They're will- 
ing to let me get there. 

Ernie worked the room magnifi- 
cently, flirting boisterously with the 


women and laughing with the men. 
He was the most vibrant part of the 
room and spent time making my 
daughter laugh into her hot chocolate 

After hardly any wait, during which 
circling servers lunged at me with 
coffee pots any time the level in my 
mug dropped below two thirds, our 
own plates of hearty fare arrived with 
little fanfare. My daughter's three 
pancakes completely covered her 
plate, and i beamed with pleasure at 
my own feast. 


PAN-FRIED DICED POTATOES, tightty 


spiced, crowded close to the generous 
slabs of ham. The bacon was crisp 
and tasty, but couldn’t hold a candle 
to the juicy, flavourful sausage links 
that { devoured quickly. I levered a 
wedge of watermelon and some inex- 
plicable kiwi out of the way so I could 
begin my eggs benedict approach 
unimpeded 

I took a bracing swig of coffee and 
pounced, letting the slightly salty. 
creamy and rich hollandaise sauce 


Morning's Brunchaholics Anonyrious meeting ~: 


slide down my throat accompanied by 
thick ham, egg and English muffin. | 
felt the Earth move. I've been spoiled 
by my mother-in-law’s benny, which 
are crafted of pure nectar and 
ambrosia. These Barb and Ernie's 
offerings were nearly as good 

Each bite was sheer delight and | 
ravaged through my brunch with 
increasing fervour. I even polished off 
the fruit. garnish when they got in the 
way of my blurring fork. 

While she was syruping our daugh- 
ter's light, fluffy pancakes, my wife 
lost half a sausage. I stood up and 
screamed, “Look! There's Elvis!” and 
took advantage of the distraction to 
nab bacon from the stranger who 
shared our table. 

I tackled one of the servers, her 
tray full from clearing up after a party 
of eight, and stuffed fragments of lus- 
cious ham and leftover hollandaise 
into my frenzied mouth. When the 
police arrived, three chefs were barri- 
caded in the kitchen and holding me 
off with spatulas as | lunged desper- 
ately toward the mound of succulent 
hash browns 

My head hangs in shame. There are 
tears in the eyes of most of my listeners 
while others have dreamy, faraway 
looks as they envision my gluttonous 
rampage which ended up costing $35 
before tax, tip, damages and lawsuits. I 
feel a hand on my shoulder and lean in 
for a sidearm hug 

‘The judge ordered me into this pro- 
gram,” I say, wiping my eyes 

‘Tm doing community service in a 
soup kitchen right now. I managed to 
convince them to let me serve a nice 
breakfast combo,” I continue sheepish- 
ly. “But I'll never be able to do what 
Barb and Ernie can do.” 

I stand up and cast my eyes around 
the room. “I promise you this, howev- 
er,” I declare in a firm, steady voice, “I 
will do whatever it takes to become a 
motivational speaker and travel the 
land warning kids about the dangers of 
brunching. Because I know just how 
seductive those tasty sausages, the hol- 
landaise at Barb and Emie’s can be.” w 
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bring in the new year at suede lounge 


our new year’s eve 
includes: 


i = 

5 course meal 
moet champagne 
party favours 


FONOE 


MOET & CHANDON 


CHAMPAGNE 
reserved table Fe 


EN 1743 


dj's & dancing 


early seating 5-6pm 
late seating 8-9pm 
general admission (does not include dinner) 


call for tickets / reservations 
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TRA AMICI 


smoked chicken ($5). I couldn't resist a large latté 
($3.50), while my daughter went with a hot 
chocolate ($3.50). 

I felt a little strange being alone with my fami- 
ly in this usually congested café. It is normally 
the perfect place to people watch. Buff young 
Italians yell at the TV, old men play cards, young 
lovers and hip artists usually fill the place. How- 
ever, their absence meant that we received our 
order quickly. 

Three sandwiches appeared on white plates 
with pickles neatly placed besides them. My 
daughter was surprised to discover the marvel 
that is a chocolate sandwich. We didn’t hear 
another word from her until she was done. I 
managed to sneak a piece before she realized the 
extent of her treasure: the croissant was grilled 
and filled with sweet, nutty chocolate. My college 
self would have adored it as an extra boost to the 
endless cups of coffee | drank here. Today, my 
appetite desired something slightly more filling. 


OUR SANDWICHES, ALTHOUGH smatt in size, were 


grilled perfectly. Mine contained smoked chicken 
breast, pesto sauce and provolone cheese. | 
could have eaten two of this fabulous combina- 
tion. My husband's panini met with approval as 
well. Thick layers of mozzarella cheese, veal and 


SHINE BISTRO 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27 


tricity before the play begins. 

But the spell broke as my lunchmate and I 
approached the counter and stepped into a lineup 
of business people waiting for their orders. My pal 
had been a regular customer when she worked at 
Canada Place, and knew coworkers who ate here 
every day. 

Surveying the large menu board hanging 
behind the chef's head, I could see why. The fare 
at Shine may just be less expensive than bringing 
your own. A bowl of soup, made fresh, cost $3.50; 
salads and sandwiches ranged from $2.25 to 
$5.95. The priciest item on the menu was the 8" 
pizza for $7.50, advertised as being ready in 8 
minutes or less. Shine Bistro clearly catered to the 
half-hour lunches of the wage-earning crowd. 


LEST THE FARE BE dismissed as routine, the menu 


board advertised slightly more exotic options, 
such as the capicollo and artichoke pizza and a 
mandarin spinach salad. A different special is 
featured every day, from Tuesday's quiche to Fri- 
day's bacon cheeseburger. A choice of “Improve 
Your Day” cookies caught my eye: I would defi- 
nitely have to try one 

My companion knew exactly what she want- 
ed, so I let her order while | decided on my meal. 
On the way in, I had noticed a sign advertising 
an ATM inside, and wondered why that would be 
important. I discovered that Shine Bistro takes 
only cash, so the ATM came in handy. 

1 ordered the Toasted Lotus Shinewich ($4.95) 
and added a bowl of soup to make it a combo 
for an additional $1.99. While I told the cashier 
my order, the chef—who is also the owner—set 
immediately to work. Reviewing the list of 
drinks, I skipped over coffee, tea, canned pop 
and flavoured water to settle on the chai latté 
($2.50). 

We paid and took a numbered card to place on 
our table so the server could find us when our 
meals were ready. By the time we settled ata 
table in the sun, our meals were being delivered 
by an older man whose apron bore the same sur- 
name as the chef's. Ever the gentleman, he poured 
me a glass of water from a pitcher on the counter. 

While my soup was cooling, | bit into the warm, 
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spicy soppressato sausage bulged 


slices of bread. The soppressato sa). 


the sandwich a good kick, and cont 
lently with the rich veal. 

After our sandwiches were finishe, 
my attention to my latté. A coffee o; ; 


age 


d eye 


I tup 


deserved my full attention. A Properly m, 


of espresso and milk has a lovely };,, 
and is crowned by a layer of milk 
one of my favourite places for lattés 
and one sip of my drink reconfirmed 

The mellow, deep taste was the re 
high quality beans. Tra Amici doesn’ 
with flavour shots or fancy nam 
a damn good cup of coffee, and they 

The rest of my family was tired 
ing my latté, so they left me for the 
er. My daughter returned triumphan 
double scoop of chocolate and cocon 
creamy gelato slipped down ou; | 
approved of the combination. Refr 
paired well with the rich choco} 
fully chilly end to the meal 

As my husband paid the $35 bill, a 
came in for coffee offered my daughte 
for the Pac Man game. We all joine 


{oa 


| 


the game, shrieking in laughter as we 


her first time with the joystick. 

The warm feeling lingered as | | 
not entirely caused by my latté. Ty. 
“amongst friends”, and the nan ) 
more fitting or more deserved. v 


I Choice 


ie 


At 


nr 


uldn't ta 


multigrain bread of my Shinewich, savo 


mixed textures of smooth avoca 

and crunchy bacon on my tongue. The 
put a yummy twist on the cla: 

ing bean sprouts for lettuce, and | 
surprised with the tasty balance. | had 
the sandwich wrapped to go, but | a 
thing before I could stop myself. 


MEANWHILE, MY CHUM was sortin 
order of pasta primavera ( 
matching chilled penne pasta to bits of 
tomato, celery, artichoke and almonds 
ping the combination into her mouth ar 
contentedly. 

“The sundried tomato makes thi 


un-dieg 
then 
id 


she confided, “and I wish | had the recipe 


dressing.” 
The soup had cooled enough to eal, s 


| tasted bits of sweet corn in each bite. My 


sandwich and hearty, homema 
perfect cold weather meal. All | neede 
smell of wet winter boots and I wi 
my childhood again, sitting at the 
mom’s sunny kitchen after playin 
Of course, my mom never ser 
lunch. | sipped my drink, which { 
light froth of black tea and milk 
have been nutmeg and/or gi 
latté as long as I could. I was relucta! 
this warm oasis of colour and go bac 
the cold to my gray productivity pod. 
As the latté cooled, the spices took a ! 
the sweeter taste of the milk. It was as 8° 
off as it was when freshly served, a! 
mental note to come back and order '\ 
afternoon, After 2 pm, lunch servi 
hot drinks are discount-priced. By 3:30 P! 


k throuml 


AC 


n, shine 


closed, Breakfast is served from 7-10:50 2” 


Full and content, we bundled bac! 
coats and returned to the counter | 
catering menu, which offers th 
as the menu board, including breakfas! 

Of course, we remembered the !1"' 
couple of those tempting cookies. 
slightly crunchy on the outside, “ 
darker, cocoa-flavoured core. The 
had it right. Munching on a yummy * 
indeed Improve My Day. Shine also "! 


rae F ee 
ing impression: I've returned twice !0 


and cookies. v 


YOUR HOLIDAY LOVIN’, RUM & EGGNOG 
iApIN’ FAMILY MEMBER WHO WANTS TO 
an NOTHING BUT CHRISTMAS MUSIC ON 


vi Hall & John Oates, Home For Christmas (U- 
ih) Those ‘70s and ‘80s stalwarts—they all but 
ppeared during the ‘90s—are back with a Christ- 
album. It's pretty much exactly what you'd expect 
9 duo like this: easy listening soul that isn’t 
ing to aggravate any of the rum-soaked family 
mers sitting around the tree. The album is mostly 
nnaltzy traditional Christmas tunes with a couple of 
bmaltzy original Christmas tunes mixed in. Inoffen- 
ip, and just right for fans of soft rock and Christmas. 


yisted Sister, A Twisted Christmas (Razor & Tie) 
i at the opposite end of the spectrum, we've got 
ese makeup and guitar stalwarts, back with a 
hristmas album. | know, | know, you're trying to 
jagine just how bad this could be. Well, the truth is, 
etty bad, But it’s still worth it just for that moment 
fen drums kick in with the unmistakable intro to 
Nee Not Gonna Take It,” followed by Dee Snider 
inging .. "Oh Come All Ye Faithful”? Yup, the 
slodies are pretty much the same and the Twisted 
Nes deliver that song and 10 others with gusto. 
bw’s that for a Merry Christmas? 


id Francey, Carols for a Christmas Eve (Laker) 
ive you ever spent a Christmas out on a farm, in a 
i)-year-old house filled with joy and good cheer, 
ille the whole family warms themselves around the 
arth as that musical uncle of yours sits at the piano 
Mt sings his way through a songbook of Christmas 
jols? Yeah, me neither. But | imagine that if | ever 
ill the music would sound very much like this 
iim does, with Francey’s vocals accompanied by 
ihryn Briggs's piano. 


M, This Gift Buys Our Gift: A Christmas Note- 
Ok(Shameless) Here's something that's really pret- 
iol: a local band that got a hankering for some 
Hisimas tunes that aren't being suffocated beneath 

eight of a thousand overcrowded shopping 
lis, so they did a quickie recording on a laptop of 
Me originals, carols and Will Oldham’s “Christmas- 
Fin the Mountains.” This EP does an impressive 
loi capturing the harshness of our Christmas-cli- 
fe here in Edmonton, and it's nice to hear someone 
Hing true inspiration in the season. You can pick 
a Up In person at the Sidetrack Café on Fri, 
j pe the proceeds will go to the Old Strath- 
p Outh Co-op. After that, check the local record 
HDS. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@yueweekly.com 


Od TOTALLY COOL PERSON WHO COULD 
LLY COOLER WITH ONE OF THESE GIFTS 


_" Murder, Rides the Subway (Sonic Unyon) 
{ Er and danceable bass lines, wild and soar- 

bal co flo guitars and songs about backyard can- 

a rag these guys deliver a sound that 
,, :ve a8 much staying power as some, but is 
ally hot right now. 


2/19 Khan & BBQ Show, What’ for Dinner (In 
i's Now Khan and his Shrines were the hit of 
Hoaja\" bY North East festival, and now this 

“I, Who headed out to Germany to make a 


as something for everyone out there in music-land this Christmas, and Vue i 
aur intrepid music reviewers make their humble suggestions in this year’s CD gift guide. 


splash before coming back home to teach us what 
he'd learned, has teamed up with his friend BBO for a 
more minimalist offering. Blending doo-wop, some 
60s garage and punk into something totally new, and 
with really cool retro cover art to boot, this is perfect 
for any discerning scenester dressed head to toe ina 
blend of mid- to late-century fashions. 


Tokyo Police Club, A Lesson in Crime (Universal) 
Again, who knows where these guys will be in a 
year, but right now, they are at the corner of Awe- 
some Street and Totallyfuckingcool Avenue. You've 
got all your indie checklist items here: Hand claps, 
gang vocals, synths, metronome precise drums, 
sereechy guitars, rumbling bass lines and songs 
about computers taking over the world. Like P-Mur- 
der, the only downside is the short lenath of this 
release, and the nagging doubt that they can keep it 
up long enough for a full-length. 


Nardwuar the Human Serviette vs Bev Davies, A 
2007 Punk Rock Calendar (Outside) Ok fine, it's not a 
CD. But it's better because you're guaranteed to like 
it for a whole year. Bev Davies documented the early 
days of Vancouver's punk rock community. You've got 
DOA and Subhumans from the scene, plus tons of 
other bands like the Ramones and Gang of Four who 
Were just passing through. Plus this whole thing is 
100 per cent approved by my hero, Nardwuar the 
Human Serviette, so it’s gotta be good. Doot doola 
doot doo! —BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


FOR THE LITERATI AND COGNOSCENTI IN 
YOUR LIFE WHO LOVE TO USE BIG WORDS 


Lambchop, Damaged (Merge) Kurt Wagner (no, not 
Nightcrawler) lives in a netherworld somewhere 
between a construction zone port-a-potty and a high- 
street bookshoppe. He has an eye for the unusual and 
sublime, and his down-home vision for country-rock- 
indie-pop is unique among contemporary American 
songwriters. Kurt carries himself with a quiet dignity 
while he sings about shoelaces and pigeon poop. It 
boils down to a decade of winsome songs that put a 
smile on your face and steam in your stride. 


MF Doom, Special Herbs: The Box Set (Nature 
Sounds) MF Doom is so embarrassed by his great- 
Ness he has to wear a silver mask to keep people 
from recognizing and mobbing him in the street. And 
to deal with the massive press he gets for being so 
cool, he visits an apothecary with a list a mile long. 
Each instrumental track corresponds to a kind of 
herb: fenugreek, saffron, zatar, etc. It's probably the 
first concept album dedicated to spicing up your 
taters. The music is a special blend of funk, breaks 
and plenty o’ soul. It's a showcase of just how good 
MF can get—and it shows that he's not reliant on 
producers to come up with cool backing material. 


Tortoise, A Lazarus Taxon (Thrill Jockey) Awesome! 
Now you don't have to go all carpal tunnel and pay 
some ridiculous price on eBay to get Tortoise’s out-of- 
print releases. It’s all here: the wild time signatures, the 
rare tour-vinyl tracks, the oblique song titles, the musi- 
cal essays on Mencken, a curiously subdued remix by 
Autechre and the rocking out with constant reference 
to irony. Most of the songs come from a time in Tor- 
toise’s career when the guys were young and hungry, 
so it’s a time capsule of music and attitude. 


s here to help you find it, 


Tragically Hip, World Container (Universal) In a 
recent poll conducted by MuchMusic, the Hip's new 
tecord was the first CD to get picked up after being 
left on a Toronto street corner. It took several minutes 
before anyone even glanced at P Diddy's new rap 
offering, and that 15-year-old chanteuse-soon-to-be- 
television-psychic JoJo ran out of time before the 
end of the segment. While that might not say much, 
it hints at the Hip’s unfailing dependability, and just 
how much dependability counts when tallying the 
pros and cons of anything. Here's to always being 
there for us, guys. —ALEX KONYE / alex@vueweekdy.com 


FOR YOUR LITTLE COUSIN WHO'S JUST 
STARTING TO PLAY GUITAR AND NEEDS 
SOMETHING TO BASH ALONG WITH 


Fucked Up, Hidden World (Jade Tree) Toronto's 
Fucked Up ditch their mostly seven-inch release style 
to let loose this blend of ‘80s hardcore with—well, 
pretty much all the rock they could find. This might 
even serve to get the little tykes away from punk and 
into music that's, you know, hard. Or harder, anyway. 


My Chemical Romance, The Black Parade (Reprise) 
| guess the best way to stop being called “emo” is to 
take your guitar and just try to fucking destroy. A rock 
opera that owes a lot more to metal than their black- 
nails-and-eyeliner roots, The Black Parade fairly 
solidly cements My Chemical Romance as one of the 


biggest names in punk 


Cancer Bats, Birthing the Giants (Abacus) They've 
got big friends (Alexisonfire, namely) and bigger gui- 
tars, mixing hardcore screams with anger-the-parish- 
joners metal riffs, all wrapped in a punk snarl. Surely, 
with chops like these, it can only be a matter of time 
before they're headlining Rexall with reformed emo 
bands from the States. 


Ten Second Epic, Count Yourself In (Maple) What's 
more inspiring than local punk heroes made good? 
Ten Second Epic do power punk the way it's meant to 
be done: Edmonton style. Eat it, Toronto. Our suburbs 
have more crushing but melodic guitar parts and 
soaring, heartfelt vocals than all your suburbs can 
muster. —DAVID BERRY / david@yueweekly.com 


LOCAL MUSIC FOR THE EDMONTONIAN ON 
YOUR LIST TO LISTEN TO WHILE HE OR SHE 
WATCHES THE OILERS LOSE/HAS THEIR RENT 
DOUBLED/GETS STABBED 


Our Mercury, From Below (Smallman) When you've 
been in a band together longer than you've had body 
hair (the band’s precursor, Misdemeanor, was formed 
while its members were in middle school), you can't 
help but be as tight, smart and catchy as Our Mercury 
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are on From Below, their opus. 


Uncle Outrage, Dance Extreme (Inde- 
pendent) So they're a little juvenile, and 
perhaps more disingenuous than most 
other local bands when it comes to 
whether or not their music Is sincere, 
ironic, or a complete joke. But who the 
fuck cares: most of the genre-crossing 
electro-punk on Dance Extreme is driving, 
energetic, get-stuck-in-your-head fun. 
Other local bands should learn to take 
themselves this (un)seriously. 


Homewrékers, Waiting for the End 
(Unrest) On their most ambitious release 
to date, Edmonton's best (okay, likely 
only) all-girl street punk outfit rocks way 
the fuck harder than almost all of the 
boys trying to do the same thing in this 
town. It’s not like they didn't warn us, 
though—the band's motto is “Better than 
your boyfriend's shitty band.” 


-- 
es Ba 


Something for everyone... 


Gloom Room, Mr Aesister (Independent) 
This album was released while most of 
synth rock quartet Gloom Room still lived 
in and around Red Deer, but they've since 
moved up to Stabmonton. Thankfully for 
them (and for us), the band wisely chose 
to live in the city centre instead of the 
suburbs—lI don’t think | could handle 
another synth emo-core group. —ROSS 
MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 


FOR THAT DEFIANTLY NERDY KID 
DOWN THE STREET 


Various Artists, Transformers The Movie: 
20th Anniversary Special Edition Sound- 
track (Sony) |'ve got a couple of buddies 
who can recite all of the dialogue to this 
movie and so this re-release is perfect for 
them or any hopelessly nerdy fanboy on 
your list. Throw in a promise to take them 
to the upcoming live action Transformers 
movie and you've got yourself a perfect 
gift, even if they'll never know how big a 
sacrifice you're making by agreeing to sit 
through that movie. If they force you to 
dress up, then they owe you big. 
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Final Fantasy, He Poos Clouds (Sonic 
Unyon) The only reason this album is in 
this section is because Owen Pallet has 
named himself after the videogames of the 
same name, and | didn’t have room in any 
other section. That said, nerds and non- 
nerds alike will enjoy the amazing skills of 
Mr Pallet when he breaks out his violin, 
delay pedals and soft but emotive voice. 


Weird Al Yankovic, Straight outta Lyn- 
nwood (Volcano 3) The first single “White 
& Nerdy” (a parody of Chamillionaire’s 
“Ridin’ Dirty”) is getting a lot of play all 
over the internet and landed Al in the Bill- 
board Top 10 for the first time ever, but 
the originals on this album are entirely 
enjoyable too. | was a little disappointed 
in “Canadian Idiot” because it played up 


the tired old stereotypes like hockey 


sticks and moose meat that Conan 
O'Brien and The Simpsons and Canadian 
Bacon played to death, b her than 
that, this album is top notch. 


Various Artists, Stereophonic Musical 
Listenings That Have Been Origin in Mov- 
ing Film “Borat; Cultural Learnings of 
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America for Make Benefit Glorious 
Nation of Kazakhstan” (Atlantic) The 
number of times per day | hear the words 
“Very nice!!” or “| like!!” have raised the 
Borat movie to ultra nerdy fanboy propor- 
tions. Who knows what the hell is on this 
album; it seems to be some clips from the 
film, mixed with some Central Asian 
sounding music (composed by Sacha 
Baron Cohen's brother Erran), the movie's 
fake Kazakhstan national anthem and 
that wicked Keytar duet Borat played 
with Belinda Bedekovig in the movie. The 
classic Borat song “Throw the Jew Down 
the Well” is also included for those who 
just can’t get enough of it. —BRYAN BIRTLES 
/ bryan@vueweekly.com 


FOR YOUR FRIEND WHO'S ALWAYS 
GOING ON AND ON ABOUT HOW 
GOOD MUSIC WAS BACK IN THE DAY 


Pop Levi, Blue Honey (Counter) Pop Levi's 
odd brand of music is sort of like every 
kind of great pop you ever heard all at 
once. Levi offers a perfect, original amal- 
gamation of classics like T-Rex, Zeppelin, 


offering up the entire hist, 
(or worst) of the past five ; 


perfection into five original 


Channels, Waiting for 1 
the World (Discord) Thi 
times sounds like a muct 

of Duran Duran and other tine 
more serious and sophisticay; 
strange—every sonc 
through the sound of a 
Channels’ songs h 
breaks, making ther 
Starting over every time they 
again. But that has a certaiy 
and the album is a great 
beginning to end. 


the Ramones, Buzzc: 
Sebadoh, Eric's Trip 

and the Breeders, hoy 
thing but kickin 

and wilder sound than 


... Happy Holidays from Aquarius Records! 


have done in the past, this album 
% walls of guitars, organs, and even a 
‘gqe-ish ballads to the mix, while still 
sining the gritty post-pop-punk sound 
syhich they are famous. While hardly a 
wept album, there is definitely a story 
iin the songs: a story about getting 
5 fuck out while you still can. 


jit to Spill, You in Reverse (Warner) 
to Spill has always put out great 
ms and this is no exception. You can’t 
Ip but love the sweetly knotted tangles 
quitars, Doug Martsch’s rough edged 
ilar soloing heroics and his stunning, 
ning voice. Built to Spill found the 
idle ground between postmodern, 
yement-style pop and the loose, spa- 
jis jamming of Neil Young. 
TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 


jh YOUR FRIENDS WHO WANT TO 
RIENCE SCOTLAND WITHOUT 
GGIS DRENCHED IN LAPHROIG 


bgwai, Zidane—a 21st century por- 
(PIAS) Moody, angry and complex 
uid all be used to describe Algerian 
wer star Zinadine Zidane, but they 
lid also be used to describe the Scot- 
post-loud band Mogwai. Clearly the 
dentify with the plucky, head-butty, 
hound midfielder. Stuart and the 
i have stopped eating their haggis 
‘Midnight and calmed way down. But 
ensity is still there, locked away in 
ospheric piano-heavy dirges. Mmm, 
isty aS a fried mars bar for lunch. 


i K. Entymology (Domino) Newly 
sed music from a Scot-Art-Punk 
!sounds perhaps like the Disney 
Nine digging its back catalogue out 
the vault or the pile or whatever and 
J i! onto unsuspecting Consumers. 
1. it's as good today as it was then. 
'S old is new again. It's the kind of 
© sound that you could probably buy 
afe bundle, but then you'd miss 
® Twenty years ago these lads had 
»), 2vision that would see a copy of 

‘elamorphosis in every bookbag. 
a/s0 Wanted to get people back in 
wilh their instinctual sense that if 
Scottish, it's crap. 


id Sebastian, Life Pursuit (Mata- 
“nly voted “best Scottish band, 
iy The List, B & S are probably not 
iy kind of high from the accolade, 
‘‘Msic is pretty upbeat and less 
© “ian some of their earlier 
B. \t would probably even get 
Up for a GAP commercial. Yes, it's 
py. Its got a Donovan-meets-the- 
i “love-of-his-life-on-the-way-to- 

Fon-Sesame Street kinda vibe. 
ball it: delicate and twisted. 


I Scream, Riot City Blues (Colum- 
ul2 bluesy rock ‘n’ bloody roll. If 


you're ever in Chicago walking around the 
old Tower Records store downtown on 
Clark Street, there’s an old man who sits 
on a milk crate with his guitar box and 
mouth harp under the Red Line El. He's 
known to the pilgrims as blind Willy 
Nixon, and he swears that there's a bit of 
Joe Strummer in all of us. Primal Scream 
prove that argument with a paean to 
every block party. Joe would be proud. — 
ALEX KONYE / alex@vueweekly.com 


FOR THE PERSON WITH THE 80-GB 
IPOD AND A DESIRE TO FILL IT WITH 
AS MANY B-SIDES AND RARE 
TRACKS AS THEY CAN FIND 


Various Artists, Help! A Day in the Life 
(Sony) The Weakerthans, Radiohead, Bloc 
Party, Sam Roberts, Coldplay, The Kaiser 
Chiefs, Buck 65, Gorillaz, Bedouin Sound- 
clash and Damien Rice (among others) 
showcase previously unreleased tracks in 
support of a fantastic cause (assisting 
children affected by war). What else is 
there to say? 


Memphis, A Little Place In The Wilder- 
ness (Little Fences) Side projects are usu- 
ally code for gratuitous mollycoddling and 
artistic wankering. Not so with Memphis, 
featuring Torquil Cambpell of Stars. | 
daresay that you might like this more 
than Stars’ latest efforts, but shh! Don’t 
tell Amy Milan | said that! Regardless, 
Campbell is one of indie’s top lyricists, 
and it shows on this record in spades. 


LCD Soundsystem, 45:33 (Nike) Rare is 
the band that could sell out to the biggest 
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corporate monolith of them all, Nike, and 
still be keepin’ it real. Rarer still is the 
band that can make a 45-minute song 
actually work. It would be easy for LCD 
Soundsystem’s 45:33, commissioned by 
Nike as a runner's soundtrack, to be noth- 
ing more than novelty. However, it just 
might be the right thing to get you out of 
your Christmas dinner induced coma. 


Sufjan Stevens, Songs for Christmas 
(Asthmatic Kitty) Sufjan Stevens is prolif- 
ic enough to have released a whopping 
five Christmas CDs. Yikes. This compila- 
tion of those efforts includes a lot of self- 
indulgent musical masturbation, but 
serves as a nice timeline of Steven's 
growth as an artist. Perfect for the Suf- 
jan-freak who has to have absolutely 
everything. —JOEL KELLY / joe!@vueweekly.com 


FOR PEN OR E-PALS IN DISTANT 
LANDS WHO NEED TO BE CONVINCED 
OF CANADA'S MUSICAL SUPERIORITY 


Woodpigeon, Songbook (Rectangle) 
There is no finer pop writer in this country 


today than Calgarian Mark Hamilton (ok, * 


maybe Jim Guthrie, but he hasn't had a 
proper album out lately). Hamilton and his 
band of ingénues and fellas seem slightly 
misplaced by time and geography, having 
missed the folkier part of the British Inva- 
sion by several decades and many, many 
kilometres. Regardless, this record, made 
in part with a treasure trove of vintage 
instruments from their hometown’s 
coolest institution, the Cantos Music 


# 


Foundation, is picturesque orchestral pop 
set in a fabled alternate reality of its own. 


Himalayan Bear, Lo Lonesome Island 
(Aaargh!) | defy anyone to find music 
that's simultaneously as easy to listen to 
and as daring as anything coming out of 
Victoria's Ryan Beattie. With his band 
Chet, he destroys and reconstructs pop 
conventions with operatic grandeur and 
ambition on the scale of interstellar trav- 
el—the kind of music that makes you grip 
something while listening to it. As 
Himalayan Bear, he strums and croons 
and noodles, and you want to put your 
head against the speaker to listen closer 
to the weirdly affecting, haunting blend 
of Hawaiian guitar and indie rock and 
bizarre little stories. Exquisitely crafted 
and utterly off the map. 


The Bicycles, The Good The Bad And 
The Cuddly (Fuzzy Logic) Need a quick his- 
tory lesson in pop music? This debut from 
a gang of frenetic Torontonians pretty 
much has everything in it, from Weezer- 
ish college radio ditties to Motown voic- 
escapes to Portland shamblepop to 
Zombies jangle rock to Buddy Holly stutt- 
utt-uttering. Hum-able, danceable and 
cute as a button, this is the ultimate anti- 
dote to your uppity French frenemy who 
thinks everything indie in Canada is either 
country or Montréal electro. 


Shapes & Sizes, Shapes & Sizes (Asth- 
matic Kitty) Sufjan Stevens loved these 
guys so much he re-released their won- 
derful debut album, but don’t let that put 
you off. Boy-girl vocals, handclaps, art 
school preciousness and joyful exuber- 
ance are the hallmarks of these oddball 


a gift card of total pampering 


Var 


MheCuttingRoomSalon.com 


Victorians. A sonic Playpen ra ; 
skilled musicians and inforia, 
current West Coast's inverted =, 
take on indie pop. —MAry CHRISTA 9) 

marychrista@vueweekly.com a 


FOR YOUR BUDDY WITH THe 
PIMPED-OUT RIDE 


Clipse, Hell Hath No Fury | 
by the Neptunes when they 
this album got delayed fo, 
and if you ever wanted p 

ing duo has fallen off, jus 
incredible, dense work here to 
shit they've been plopping of 
im—this album is kind of {ij 
Wu-Tang (36 Chambers) 
Not nearly as groundbr 
Tang's classic, it nonethele 
mix of pure, raw, street feel, su 
sheer intelligence. Probably th 
album to come out in the Ja 
from anybody without Ma 
their name. 


Ghostface Killah, 


release Fishscale was mayb 
album since the turn of the 
the early word on More Fish j 
better. The producer |i 
Rock, Madlib, MF Do 

the biggest names, mos 
pulled duty on Fishsca 
heads, not to mention the fact 
face is the only Wu-Tang VV 
grown with the times, 
good, if not 65 degrees bett 

on 36 Chambers. 


CuttingRagm 
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reign, Public Warning (Def 
4 aie bit MIA, 2 little bit the 
streets, a lot freaky London grime rap, 
an Sovereign's long-awaited North 
\nerican debut LP is one more army in the 
saw British invasion (which would proba- 
tiv be more successful if they released 
fore than one big album a year). Never- 
Foless, the tiny terror has been going toe- 
iptoe with the big names in hip hop, and 
ie dirty living room rap style is sort of like 
rinem for women, 10 years later. 


pe Fiasco, Food & Liquor (ist and 
th/Atlantic) This record has been 
pxpected ever since Lupe s out-of- 
howhere star turn on Late Registration’s 
Touch the Sky,” fuelled to frenzy by a 
leak and his first single, “Kick, Push,” 
out skateboarding. He's incredible in 
most every way as an MC, drawing old 
shoo! metaphorical charm through a 
mercilessly subtle, scattershot flow. He's 
ready shooting at making the album 
iter the classic, which is both accurately 
jogant and pretty brilliant. You should 
yovably have this album, if you like rap. 
DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


FOR YOUR WANNABE HIPSTER 
FRIEND WHO PRETENDS THAT HE 
KNOWS WAY MORE ABOUT MUSIC 
THEN HE ACTUALLY DOES 


Pavement, Wowee Zowee! (Matador) 
Pavement is like the ultimate hipster 
band. They were cool because they didn’t 
seem to care about being cool (or at least 
they tried to seem like they didn’t care), 
making music that experimented with all 
sorts of strange clanks, grinds and feed- 
back while still writing songs that you 
could play/dance/whatever along with. 
The band's old record label has put some 
effort into this re-release of Wowee 
Zowee!, Pavement's third album. There's 
the original album on one disc, along with 
some choice outtakes and b-sides, fol- 
lowed by an entire second disc with even 
more extras. Then there's the large, 
impressive booklet that collects artwork 
for the band's singles along with photos 
and handscrawled notes. 


Chavez, Better Days Will Haunt You 
(Matador) If you're thinking that Matador 
really outdid themselves on that Pave- 


ment package, well think again. This 
Chavez set manages to top it. There are 
more photos and notes documenting the 
brief career of these indie-rockers, but 
that’s not the real score here. Nope, that 
would be the repackaging of all of 
Chavez's material onto two CDs: singles, 
b-sides, an EP and two full-length 
albums. But that’s not all. Matador has 
even seen fit to include a DVD in the 
package as well, with a couple of music 
videos and a documentary for your view- 
ing pleasure. This is how all re-issues 
should be done. 


Holger Czukay, Radio Wave Surfer and 
Good Morning Story (Revisited) Anyone 
who wants to bluff their way through a 
meeting of musical hipster minds needs 
to have some knowledge of Holger 
Czukay, the avant-garde pop chemist who 
struck out at musical boredom with songs 
that are seemingly simple and straightfor- 
ward at heart, except for that whole thing 
where Czukay hits you with some radical 
sound effects and dissonant guitars and 
keyboards. Czukay isn’t easy to listen to, 
but that's sort of the point. If it was easy, 


‘sEcoung 


music e DVD e more 


then there wouldn't be much point in 
bragging about it, would there? 


The Black Crowes, The Lost Crowes 
(American) Sure, the Black Crowes are 
known primarily for that first album that 
provided classic rock radio with a bunch 
of hits to play and overplay, but the truth 
is that they became a much better and 
more interesting band when Mare Ford 
joined them on guitar for their second 
album and they locked into a mean and 
dirty groove. The Lost Crowes pulls 
together two unreleased albums from the 
band’s most fertile periods of creativity; 
the first of these evolved into Amorica, 
and it serves as an interesting glimpse of 
a work-in-progress, while the second 
disc is a complete album that was 
scrapped for some unknown reason. Both 
of these have been available as bootlegs 
for some time, but they've never sounded 
$0 good, and now you can pass it on to 
your friend so that he can talk about 
them like he had them all along. —EDEN 
MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


FOR THAT COOL CAT WEARING 
THE OLD SUIT, DARK SHADES AND 
FEDORA 


Dave Holland Quintet, Critical Mass 
(Sunny Side) In their 10 years together, 
the BHO has found a groove unto their 
own amidst a traditional big-band feel, 
replacing piano with vibes and marimba, 
allowing for a cool, airy openness for the 
ensemble ‘o interact. Another essential 
element of the group's sound is the com- 
plex-yet-funky drumming that lends itself 
perfectly to frontman Holland's double- 
bass stylings, with saxophone and trom- 
bone rounding out the group and setting 
the scene for near-telepathic interplay 
between musicians 


Kenny Garret, Beyond the Wall (None- 
such) Alto saxophonist Kenny Garrett 
delivers a powerful debut, recounting a 
three-week visit to China in December 
2005. Beyond the Wall explores Asian 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


CD GIFT GUIDE 


DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13, 2006 


35 


WuUesS 


music from a jazz perspective, with the 
undeniable influence of John Coltrane, 
among other ‘60's jazz greats. Garrett 
never compromises his personal sound 
and style, from contemplative ballads to 
bold instrumental outbursts. 


Branford Marsalis, Braggtown 
(Marsalis Music) This album begins with 
Marsalis on tenor sax for the uptempo 
"Jack Baker,” followed up by “Hope,” 
where he switches to the soprano for a 
very slow, beautiful ballad. This juxtapo- 
sition only strengthens the emotional 
power that this recording provokes; you 
just never know what's around the next 
corner. As half the songs are over 10 min- 
utes long, Braggtown commands your 
undivided attention for its full apprecia- 
tion. It's worth it. 


Ornette Coleman, Sound Grammar 
(Sound Grammar) Listening to this jazz 
icon’s latest release, it's hard to believe 
he was 75 when it was recorded live in 
Germany! Featuring Coleman on alto sax, 
trumpet and violin, his sound is as 
exploratory as it ever has been—letting 
key signatures and chord changes take a 
back seat to the moment of the music. 
This excellent live album will appeal to 
fans, and this would be a fine starting 
point for those new to the world of “free 
jazz." —MIKE GARTH / michael@vueweekly.com 


FOR THAT UNCLE OF YOURS WHO 
DOESNT CARE ABOUT ANYTHING 
BUT THE HITS 


Cee-Lo Green, The Closet Freak: the Best 
of Cee-Lo Green the Soul Machine (Arista) 
“Crazy” actually made it on to EZ Rock, 
which means it's pretty much the perfect 
time to release the greatest hits of one 
Cee-Lo Green (he's the singer for Gnarls 
Barkley, as anyone who listens to EZ Rock 
is no doubt unaware). Cleverly combining 
the titles of the only two solo albums he's 
ever put out (there's also some token rep- 
resentation of his work with Goodie Mob), 
even if it's just a bandwagon piece, it's a 
fine introduction to one of the most fun, 
previously underappreciated artists to 
make music in the last decade. 


Dave Matthews Band, The Best of 
What's Around, Vol. 1 (RCA) Buying a 
greatest hits album for a Dave Matthews 
fan has to be tricky: on the one hand, most 
of his fans are drive-to-Tennessee-to-hear- 
him-breathe-while-he-sleeps crazy, mean- 
ing they definitely own all the songs on 
here, as well as a bootleg of the time he 
hummed “Crash Into Me” in the car on the 
way to brunch at IHOP on Jun 5, 2001. On 
the other hand, there's a good chance 
they'll cannonball off the High Level if 
they don’t own at least two copies of 
everything he puts out. Having said that, 
this might also serve as an introduction to 
people who have heard “The Space 
Between” while eating food court Italian 
and thought, “| wouldn't object to this 
playing in the background of my next din- 
ner party. | should call Sheila.” 


Merle Haggard, Hag: the Best of Merle 
Haggard (Capitol Nashville) Why should 
Johnny Cash be the only old-time country 
singer to enjoy a late-career renaissance? 


Granted, “Okie from Muskogee” isn't 
“Folsom Prison Blues,” but Haggard has a 
legacy of broke-down Southern Ameri- 
cana rivaling any of the old guard, and 
he’s never once dipped into the pop sensi- 
bilities that have handed country to the 
Toby Keiths that cover him today (though 
Mr Boot in Your Ass also makes an 
appearance here). Still, it's soul food for 
anyone who needs gravel in their voices 
and twang in their guitars, or for anyone 
who you think should need it. 


ABBA, Number Ones (Polydor) Knowing 
me and knowing you, every dancing 
queen, from Fernando to Chiquitita, has a 
dream of owning all of ABBA’s number 
one hits. They don’t need to send out an 
SOS this year, though, because those 


winners can take all of ABBA‘s 18 number 
ones home on one disc. You're going to 
want to take a chance on spending your 
money, money, money on this super 
trouper, or risk facing your own personal 
Waterloo. Mamma mia, though, | hope 
those people aren't just saying, “Gimme! 
Gimme! Gimme!” because that could 
make one of us say, “Voulez-vous.” Or, uh, 
“Summer night city.” “! do, | do, | do, | do, 
| do?” —DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


FOR THE WHISKEY-DRINKIN’, 
CIGAR-CHOMPIN’ COWPOKE 


Dyad, No Pedlars or Preachers (Copper- 
spine) This trio is dredging the rivers of 
darkness, pulling up ghostly Appalachian 
mountain balladry, gentle Civil War 
laments and good ol’ fashioned tales of 


murder. The vocals alternate between 
male and female, while the sound 
remains sparse throughout, giving the 
disc an entrancing sepia glow. 


Dixie Chicks, Taking the Long Way (Open 
Wide) The Dixie Chicks don’t work for me, 
mainly because of the slickness of their 
sound. It’s all just a little too faux-rebel- 
lious from my perspective. Still, for some- 
one who loves their country to be big and 
bombastic—kind of like a lot of ‘80s rock 
was—then this is a perfect album. Plus, 
it's just been re-released, packaged with 
a bonus DVD of live cuts and interviews 
on the making of the album, so you can 
even give it to someone who already has 
the original release. 


Roger Dean Young & the Tin Cup, 
Casa (Copperspine) This is the sort of 


thing you can imagine as the soundtrack 


to an old, gritty Western. Young sings ina 
kind of drunken, half-mumbled ramble 
over top of barely-there chord progres- 
sions. It's hard to figure out exactly what 
Young is singing at times, but that only 
serves to make the mystery even more 
attractive, enticing you to jump into his 
world with both feet. 


Guy Clark, Workbench Songs (Dualtone) 
And here's one for fans of the old country 
from one of the old boys. Guy Clark’s lat- 
est is more of the same well-written 
Texas country that he’s been dishing out 
since the ‘70s, It's hard to complain about 
the sameness here, though, because 
Clark is just so damn good at what he 
does. Sure, the techno-imagery of “Ana- 


log Girl” is a bit silly, but he more than 
makes up for it with “Funny Bone,” a 
song about a brokenhearted rodeo clown. 
—EDEN MUNAO / eden@vueweekly.com we 


FOR YOUR COLLEGE ROOMMATE, HIS 
BEDROOM MIRROR AND HIS MANY, 
MANY DANCE MOVES 


Shout Out Out Out Out, Not Saying/Just 
Saying (Normals Welcome) Shout Out Out 
Qut Out is so good good good good it’s not 
even funny funny funny funny. Besides 
repeating things four times over, the local 
boys also find time to give some lovin’ to 
the most underappreciated instrument of 
them all: the cowbell. If that isn’t enough to 
puta lil’ shimmy in your step, then what is? 


OTISURT 
[ov ann 


Chad VanGaalen, Skelliconnection (Sub- 
Pop) Despite his unabashed status as a 


annoyingly, talented. Anyone 
the sheer enjoyment of gettin 
on is a bald-faced liar. JT js 
MVP of bedroom dance par 
KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 
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FOR YOUR MOM, TO SHOW je, 
THAT THERE'S MORE OUT Ti¢9; 
THAN JUST ROD STEWART's gp, 
AMERICAN SONGBOOK seqjcs 
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Foo Fighters, Skin and Bones (RCA) 9 
Grohl might not be the first guy yoy 
of when looking for a present fo, fl 
mom, but you might want to je onsil 
This mostly acoustic live album i tll 
subtle little colourings courtesy »j ait 
instruments like vibes, violin ang ae : 
dion, and although there's the gop 7 
burst of Foo screaming, it's pretty « 
for the most part. Your mom will a 
ate the intricate fingerpicking that tnd 
its way into the songs, and you'i appregi 
ate her not blasting you out wit! 


‘ 1 Me 
Loaf's Bat Out of Hell for the ziliont ing 


PD regis 


Ryan Star, Songs From the Eye of an fled 
phant (Koch) If your mor loves those dy. 
lings from American and Canadian io) 
then she's sure to be pleased with ti 
dark horse from Rockstar Supemova Fyaq 
Star didn't make the fina cut to front thay 
modern day Monkees, but he's not letting 
his 15 minutes of fame go to waste, doy 
ping this album with a full 20 piano ay 
acoustic guitar demos loaded with hig 
sullen thoughts and sulking melodies 


Various Artists, One World. Many Cub 
tures (Putamayo) The Putumay 


IES Of 
albums sometimes catches flack for ig 
prevailing presence in gift stores, but i$ 


a surprisingly solid collection that drayg 
samples of some of the best music fro 
around the world. This offering feature 
tracks that combine the music from tw 
different nations, showing just how unit 
ed this world can be. Willie Nelso 
chimes in alongside Toots and the May 
tals for a countrified reggae tune that 
better than anything on Nelson's own fey 
gae album from last year 


The Jeff Beck Group, Truth ani Beth 
Ola (Legacy) There was a time whe 
someone could mention “Beck” andi 
one would think of the alternative mls 
cian of today. Nope, this Beck was nai 
Jeff, and he was known for ov aye0l 
louder than loud guitars. Un these ali 
he was joined by the Rolling Stones A 
nie Wood on bass and the music capt! 
the incendiary energy that this bal 
briefly had. And on vocals, weve gat 
one and only Rod Stewart, proving lt 
the raspy-voiced one didn’t always u 


Calgary resident, Chad VanGaalen’s jit- 


tery, epileptic sophomore effort makes 
you feel like you've just shotgunned a 
whole case of Red Bull. I'm talking spas- 
tic, jump-kicks-off-the-furniture, electro- 
cuted kind of energy. 


Ratatat, Classics (XL Recordings) Amidst 
the myriad of similar-sounding electronic 
acts, Ratatat stands out with their clever, 
approachable take on blips and beeps. At 
times playful, at times a wee bit campy, 
you'll win over your G N’ R lovin’, techno 
hating friends with their melody-driven 
songs. 


Justin Timberlake, FutureSex/ 


LoveSongs (Zomba) Listen up, haters: _ 


Justin Timberlake is undeniably, almost 
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the way he does today. —FOtN wn 
etien@vueweekly.com 


FOR YOUR OLDER COUSIN watt 
THE STREET-CRED WHO STILL 
VINYL 


Joanna Newsom, Ys (Drag onl 
came first, but the best way "0!" 
stand Joanna Newsom is 4° @ “a : 
image of Canada’s Final Fantash ‘ 
American, she’s a harp virtuoso 
prone to starkly beautiful. ne 
anti-intuitive vocal theatt'°s a 
writes wildly imaginative yet Por” 
personal songs. Ys follows 20088 


Se 


corns 


CONGRATULATIONS 


fo Festival Distribution’s nominees at the 


Second An . 
Second Annual Canadian Folk Music Awards 
: | | ote ae "Wy xs saan iemimanaenies 
io Oi a | 
z| | ey Ns 


Contemporary raditional Best Songwriter - English 
The Wain” Jenerys - Firecracker James Keelaghan - A Few Simple Romi Mayes - Sweet Somethin’ Steady 
Best instrumentalist - Solo Best Instrumental Group Best Vocal Group ae 
Oliver Schroer - Camino Lache Cercel - Muzika Konkordo Madrigaia - Pidiades 
Joe! Fotord - ...And Another Thing... Uzume Taiko - Undula The Wailin’ Jennys - Firecracker 
Best Ensemble Best New, Artist Best Singer - Traditional 
Bebop Cowboys - Canadian Donce Halll Music T. Nile - Al My James Keelaghan - A Few Simple Verses 
Teandlcrwa - Toanclonnar Dyad - No Pedlars or Preachers Rita Chiarelli - Cuore: The Italian Sessions 
Best Songwriter - Aboriginal Best Children’s Album Producer of the Year 
DiggingRoots - Seeds Rick Scott - Snooze Music Dovid Trovers-Smith - The Wailin’ Jennys ‘Firecracker’ 
the Best World Group 
Andrew Collens Sik Road Music - Autumn Cloud: Joumey with Her Pipa 
es Madrigaia - Pléiades » 
(fisticak Your Music Destination 
10355 Whyte 
shop online at megatunes.com 
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5. The Be Good Tanyas — Hello Love (nettwerk) 
6. Yusuf - Another Cup (atlantic) 
«7. AA Soundsystem — Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 
8, Midlake - The Trials Of Van Occupanther (worlds fair) 
9. The Decemberists — The Crane Wife (capitol) 
10. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Hams - All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11.TV On The Radio — Retum To Cookie Mountain (interscope) 
12.Beck — The Information (interscope) 
43.Mastadon - Blood Mountain (relapse) 
14.Chad VanGaalen - Slelliconnection (flemish eye) 
15.Greg Keelor — Aphrodite Rose (wamer) 
16.Jim Cuddy - The Light That Guides You Home (wamer) 
17. The Cape May - Glass Mountain Roads (flemisheye) 
18. isis The Absence Of Tnuth (pecac) 
_.“9, Various - Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
20.Ratatat - Classics (x!) 
21.Red Ram - Stars Ablaze (red ram) 
22. Blackie And The Rodeo Kings — Lets Frolic (true north) 
23. Fractal Pattern — Absent From... (fp records) 
24. Madeleine Peyroux — Half The Pefect World (rounder) 
25.And One - Bodypop (metropolis) 
26. James Hunter - People Gonna Talk (rounder) 
27.The McDades — Bloom (free radio) 
28.Damien Rice -9 (wamer) 
29, Shout Out Out Out Out- Not Saying Just Saying (six shooter) 
n 30- Wendy McNeill - The Wonder Show (determine) 


MARK KNOPFLER & poms”: toy, 
EMMYLOUE HARRIS Ame 


REAL LIVE ROADRUNNING DVD 
Recorded at the Gibson 
Amphitheatre in California 
on June 28, 2006, Real 
Live Roadrunning features 

__ live renditions of all of the cuts from Mark 
Knopfler and Emmylou Harris’ collaboration of the same 
name, as well as solo cuts from each and a few Dire 
Straits classics. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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their legendary, freaked-out, genre- this debut full-length of origina) ; 
=o ‘CONTINUED FROM PAGE 36 inventing Echoes by getting hit across the but once you're eight hours (and a}, 
: head by the Happy Mondays and putting same number of uppers) into the vate te 
Eyed Mender with postmodern pop sym- —_ out one of the most freakishly retarded, Looks sounds pretty killer. ey Ti 
phonies informed by album guests Van ungodly dancey albums possible from 

Dyke Parks, Jim O'Rourke and Steve Albi- white guys. Anyone that spun the former Kavinsky, Teddy Boy EP (Recorg 1), 
ni. It’s also been called one of the most down to binary code deserves to own this After fatally crashing his Fe van 
essential albums of the last five years, one too, if for no other reason than to  tarossa in 1986 (man, | Joye A Teg 
with critics falling over one another trying have the original that’s going to get _backstories), techno-zombie {ay i 
to give it the best-written review. It copied and imitated and done much _ back from the dead to put out no 
deserves all the attention it's getting. worse for the next two years. Or atthe of thumping, synth-heavy songs q 
very least, so they'll stop doing nothing _teed to make you drive at least oe 

Swan Lake, Beast Moans (Jagjaguwar) _but crossing their arms, drinking, moaning _— over the limit. Just don’t a ee 
With Wolf Parade’s Spencer Krug, Destroy- _ and pissing at dance shows. —DAVID BERRY © over—you DO NOT want to hay ie 


er’s Dan Bejar and Frog Eyes’ Carey Mer- —_/ david@vueweekly.com low that entire bagay before the cl 
cer, this is like some kind of mind-blowing to your window. ~ OD get 
songwriting orgasm for Canadian indie 

music fans. The result is hopelessly liter- © FOR THE PARTY BOY WHO WILL Justic, Waters of Nazareth (Eq Banga 


ary, as close to a novel's level of descrip- LIKELY APPRECIATE THE SMOOTH, The mainstream is beginning to 
tion and allusion as an album is likely to FLAT, EASY-T0-CHOP-UPON CASES notice of Justice thanks to the F; a 
get, all drenched with no-note-left-clean _ THESE CDS COME IN ASMUCHAS duo's 2004 remix of Simian’s “Neve i" 
Teverb and swirling, otherworldy music © THE MUSIC ITSELF é Alone” (which was re-released in Airy 
weaving between all of it. the UK as "We are Your Friends,” win 
Test Icicles, Dig Your Own Grave EP an MTV Europe award this year), so hay. 
Rock Plaza Central, Are We Not Hors- (Domino) This British scream-disco-punk —_ fully this wicked EP helps them a 
es? (Rock Plaza Central) It meets the out- _trio’s 2005 debut album For Screening —_ even a fraction of the success enjayej : 
of-left-field requirement: the latest disc Purposes Only never caught on here in that, ahem, other French techno dio, — 
from Toronto-based Rock Plaza Central is © the New World the way it did on the FRANCOIS ZOLAN / francois @vueweek!ycom 
about mechanical horses who think they —_other side of the pond. Maybe this EPR— 
are real horses, fighting an epic war —_ which features killer dance remixes of the 
between good and evil. Fuck yeah. Italso best cuts from Screening—will do the FOR LOVERS OF SENSITIVE 
exists in a musical space somewhere in __ trick. Everyone knows adding handclaps © SINGER/SONGWRITER WOMEN 
the neighbourhood of Neutral Milk Hotel, can make any song better (for proof, see 
with big, cathedral backing and lead —_—the next entry on this list). Emily Haines, Knives Dont Have yy 
singer Chris Eaton singing like he can't Back (Last Gang) The darling gil of Caps 
but still making it beautiful anyway. They MSTRKREFT, The Looks (Last Gang) Former _—_da’s indie scene, Emily Haines takes hg 
have the potential to be the next gigantic Death From Above bassist (and universally trademark dark lyrics away from the hyp 
super group from Canada, all the more acclaimed Biggest Asshole in Canadian —_electropop of Metric and transposes te 
reason to get in on the second floor. Music) Jesse Keeler and buddy Al-Pdo onto a soft, mellow sound that is ju 
much better when remixing the work of haunting. This may not be the best git 
The Rapture, Pieces of the People We other artists (notably Bloc Party, Metric and the recovering manic-depressive in yo 
Love (Universal) The Rapture follow up © Wolfmother, to name just a few) than on life, but it is as beautiful as it is bleak 
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KOSingers Celebrate 


Christmas at City Hall 
“Jingle” Jazz, Carols, and fun! 
Directed by Paula Roberts, With Special Guests: 
The Little Dickens Children's Choir & the Studio B Saxophone Quartc' 
Sunday, December 10, 2006 - 2:00 pm at Edmonton City Hal! 


Free Admission & Hot Apple Cider! Food Bank donations gratefully accepted 


edmonto® 


ekos a CA Foundation ven 0) 


. for the 
www.eekosingers.com 
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ie Thomas, If Songs Could Be Held 
Eon! There's no politically correct 


ovarian resonance, The sweet- 
F ba has this spooky yet endear- 
j way of ma /her songs latch onto a 
© maf\’s extra X chromosome. Being of 
yp wrong gender to fully appreciate this 
enomenion, | can only pass on my 
y coivations, but | am alarmed at her 
sical ability t0 lodge her lyrics in the 
‘a of a woman's brain. Men, let us 
i, that she uses this super power for 


W ry 
me not ev 


* er, The Greatest (Matador) Liv- 
a ie frozen tundra we call the City of 
Pampions (yes, We still call it that), it’s 
ice to get a warm breeze every once in a 
i ile to remind us that summer days 
jight make it back to our latitude, some- 
sy Cat Power's blend of smoky, Mem- 
| js country soul with her ephemeral 
ice evokes hazy Sunday afternoons in 
gust on Gallagher Hill at Folk Fest. 
Jose your eyes and you'll almost be able 
piorget the fact that your toes are numb 


fegina Spektor, Begin To Hope (Sire) 
js, if you buy one CD this year for the 
yoman in your life, this is it. It will help 
ment your reputation as “the boyfriend 
jith the really great taste in music. 

fortunately, it won't help your reputa- 
ion as “the boyfriend with the really 
ity back” or “Mr Halitosis,” but hey, it's 
start. Spektor’s quirky, intelligent lyrics 
fe wrapped into infectious hooks in a 
that just might convince your better 
helt to help you wax that puppy. —JOEL 


HEN IF YOU HEAR THEM TALK 
OUT MUSIC YOU THINK YOU'RE 
NG TO YOUR DAD 


il Young, Living with War (Warner) 
hen this album first came out | won- 
ed to myself, "What is Neil Young 
gj still writing about war after all 
@ years?” but then | realized that no 
Memporary artists were taking a stand 
Who better than the man who basi- 


through the opening lines of “Let's 
each the President” it brings a nostal- 
“Sal t0 your eye while it makes your 
Mi curl up into a State-smashing fist. 


atles, Love (EMI/Apple) Ok. It’s not 
Mthis album is particularly special or 
NNQ—it is after all just remixes and 
erent renditions of songs we've all 
Na million times or more—but for the 
les fan or obsessive-compulsive com- 
Bon your list, this is the one to buy. 


MWaits, Orphans: Brawlers, Bawlers 
._stards (ANTI-) Tom Waits is one of 


© who show up unexpectedly 
ison. There are millions 


already a fan, you 
+1. hem on with this album. Waits 
"spire the kind of blogosphere 


praise that some other artists do, but his 
fans are loyal and committed nonetheless 
and are just waiting for you to fecognize 
their interests and surprise them with 
something like this under the tree. 


Corb Lund, Hair in My Eyes Like a High- 
land Steer (Stony Plain) The winner of 
countless music awards, high praise from 
critics and, if you ask my girlfriend, the 
cutest guy making music right now (even 
though last night | totally played her a 
Sweet rendition of “Everybody Wants 
Something” by The Zit Remedy on my gui- 
tar), Corb Lund’s newest has gone gold 
and would make a perfect gift for lovers 
of outlaw country whether they're 16 or 
65. You can help make it go platinum! Ol" 
Corby will be close by in Olds, Alberta on 
Dec 15 if you want to take someone out 
for an early Christmas present, and pick 
up the album at the same time. | won't be 
there though; | can’t take any chances. — 
BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


FOR THE MOVIE BUFF WHO NEEDS 
SOMETHING TO LISTEN TO WHILE 
LINING UP FOR THE NEXT HARRY 
POTTER 


Various Artists, Stranger than Fiction 
(Sony) The mathematical mind of Britt 
Daniels, front man of Spoon, is all over 
this compilation, including instrumentals 
alongside new and classic Spoon songs. 
If you haven't seen the movie yet, | won't 
spoil it, but you'll find all of the songs 
that figure heavily in the plot here. 


Various Artists, Half Nelson (Lakeshore) 
Have you ever said that your favourite 
album would make a fantastic soundtrack 
to a movie? Apparently, Ryan Fleck, direc- 
tor of Half Nelson, was listening. Centred 
around Broken Social Scene’s You Forgot 
It In People, this soundtrack blends the 
cinematic best of indie hip hop and rock, 
including Billy Bragg and Saigon. 


Various Artists, Music From The OC 6 
(Warner Brothers) Say what you want 
about the onscreen antics of Seth, Sum- 
mer and Sandy, there's no denying that 
the minds behind The OC have infuriating- 
ly good taste in music. There's nothing like 
the feeling of discovering a super cool 
new band, only to realize that a million 
screaming teenaged girls have heard it 
first. This current incarnation features cov- 
ers of artists including Spoon and Modest 
Mouse by the likes of Band of Horses, 
Lady Sovereign and Rock Kills Kid. 


Tenacious D, The Pick of Destiny (Sony) 
Jack Black and Kyle Gass, this year's poor 
man’s Borat, may not have had that much 
success on the silver screen. Luckily, they 
haven't lost their mindlessly hilarious 
musical abilities. Obviously, you either 
love this sort of stuff or you hate it; if the 
prospect of Jack Black rhyming as many 
words as he can with “fuck” doesn’t get 
you giggling, then it's probably best to 
avoid this one. —JOEL KELLY / joal@vueweekdy.com 


FOR MOODY LADIES WITH PRETTY 
SMILES WHO SECRETLY DONT 
WANT TO FEEL ANY BETTER 


Camera Obscura, Lets Get Out Of This 
Country (Merge) Witty, bittersweet, 
Sarah Records-meets-Phil Spector pop 
from a gaggle Glaswegians who do it 
sweeter, better and with much more 


heart than any of their citymates. Song- 
writer/frontwoman Traceyanne Campbell 
is the Poster Lady for moodiness, chroni- 
cling bad feelings that just won't stay 
the hell down, awkward encounters with 
ambiguous meanings and occasional 
irrational bursts of frighteningly shiny 
optimism. 


Lisa Germano, /n the Maybe World 
(Young God) Far too wise to be hopeful, 
Germano is like the exotic and mysterious 


- 
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aunt you half-remember from childhood, 
the one who'd occasionally parachute 
into family holiday gatherings to make 
everyone uncomfortable, picking at the 
turkey and drowning in the Baby Duck, 
holding no truck for small talk and subur- 
ban pleasantries. This collection of dis- 
turbed and beguiling nocturnes is what 
Aunt Something would smoke to later in 
her apartment, gazing out the window at 
the falling snow. 


A ING - 


The Mountain Goats, Get Lonely (4D) 
Moody Ladies have two kinds of crushes 

those that focus on dudes who are gre- 
garious and straightforward, and there- 
fore must have some secret reservoirs of 
Untapped pain that a lot of hard work on 
her part will eventually uncover (or cre- 
ate), or those that focus on Jabe 
Darnielle. The Mountain Goats’s song- 
writer has crafted his most beautiful 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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were mirrors.” 


album yet, a veritable castle of breakup anguish, 
is perhaps the most poetic songwriter who ever 


went to hell, made a deal with Beelzel) 
unquestioned master of the axe and on 

with poor John pacing the tower, periodically hurling 
whiskey glasses into the fire. It doesn’t help that he 


knee. Geez, that’s toughness personified, ().5 
the Wylde at heart—pun intended. The 


will implode your soul and grip your very 
penned a line: "| look down at my hands, like they 


uD to be 


Y Skin 


Great Aunt Ida, How They Fly (Northern Electric) 
Vancouver Girl Genius Ida Nilsen’s debut album was 


Cockle 
Nebula, Apotio (Liquor and Poker) Any 


big finale includes lighting a gong on fir, 
be badass. True, it may be more stone; 


metal, but the spirit of Ozzy lives in the hear. 


one of their slow-nodding fans. One of the jn, 
liar scenes you'll ever witness is a club 


ple—all with a minimum of 14 
a quiet gem, a piano-based masterpiece of slow, 


hushed bewilderment. This follow-up has more 


breadth, beauty, and complexity, but still sounds like 
the kind of insomnia that is rimmed with a cozy self- 


evaluation that won't lead to any sort of real 


k th 


f 
epiphany, because we're all consigned to being 


exactly who we are. Ida's exceptional talent lies in 
capturing the incidental and framing it in the univer- 


pea 
Tull of y 
Years of 


growth—bobbing their heads up and ¢ 
music of Nebula. Seen from above. it | 
shark thrashing around in slurry 
sal, illuminated by deliberate piano, delicately 

plucked bass and a small soundscape of bleats and 


OWN tof 
moans, over which roams her voice, wide-eyed and 
lovely. —MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 


Oks lfg 
Melvins, (A) Senile Animal (Ipecac) 


The Melvins have seen a heap of craziness ana. 
lived more than most people could ever dear, ya 
and so what if they're descending into ( 
do it with more fuzz per second 

here to Fuzztonia near Alpha Centauri, Twin 4, 
FOR THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE WHO WANTS 
TO TRIP THE ELECTRONICA-TASTIC 


Senility? 
than an 
mers give hope to marine biolog 


could be harnessed from trap kit 


fi 
[| 


ISts that 
Squarepusher, Hello Everything (Warp) Virtuoso 

bassist and programmer Tom Jenkinson releases one 
of the best albums of this or any year: It is “just-in- 


‘e 


duty “4 
Motorhead, Kiss of Death (S 
“LEMMY!" You kinda spike the word in the ane yy 


time” production for the weary electronic music lis- 


anctuar 
of your mind, grit your teeth an 
bels. Every song sounds the same, and 


sound good. This also applies to ev 
tener; like Japanese car manufacturers, he includes 


more than is needed. He plays bass like everything Is 


Cord 
brace for 
track from the last 20 years, so you're 


into a lifestyle. And there’s a simple 
an ode to Om and programs dizzying drum flourishes 


ill of the 
with all the sensibility of Evel Knieval. Jenkinson also 
received top honours from High Times magazine as © PRESENTS FOR YOUR YOUNGER SIBLING WH 
the best soundtrack for a petit-mal freakout! HAS TAKEN TO EXCESS EYE MAKEUP AND 
BEING SAD ALL THE TIME 
Kerrier District, Kerrier District 2 (Rephlex) There 
was a time when Luke Vibert was just like the rest 
of the disco-hating world. But one day, riding 
towards Cornwall on his trusted steed Buccinator, 
he was blinded by a light. Turns out it was super 
powerful highbeams of a Monza driven by someone 
totally into the Love Orchestra. At any rate, Luke 
decided to make disco music ala electronique, make 
it appealing and make it just as insanely catchy as it 
was back in the day. He adds just the right amount 


Misery Signals, Mirrors (Sony) This band is stil 
of humour to keep it from being totally stupid. 


described in most media as an Edmont 

based band, but with the departure of 
Zaraska, there's only one member levi 
lived in Edmonton. It doesn’t really matter 
as this is one of the best hardcore rele 
Some critics have said new vocalist Karl 
better than Zaraska, while others decry hi 
tence. Perhaps you can purchase the bar 


Mouse on Mars, Varcharz (Ipecac) Weird imagery 


to be sure: alien mice with mad data retrieval skills 
puking their cutesy guts out. What do you want? It’s 


is ye 


experimental stuff; it even sounds odd for Mouse on 


well as this one and let your younge 
Mars. But if after-school specials and Mike Patton 


1a 
AFI, Decemberunderground (Univer 
this album on 06/06/06, so what could 
than that? Nothing, fool! AFI has 
teach us anything, it's that weirdness counts for 
something and making new music sound cool is easy 


when you know what you're doing. This time around 
the music is harsher (way buzzier), but it retains a 
“yah, das is gute 


from straight up punk to the soarir 


charged band you see before you 
show of theirs a number of years 


melodic quality that'll keep you humming and sayin’, 


Fujiya and Miyagi, Transparent Things (Tirk) Did you 


one tried to crowd surf by jumping ! 
ever hear that song “!'m a little bit Krautrock; I'ma 
This issue contains the most comprehensive 


was a 
back 
the pit, landing on my head and nea 
neck. No matter how many emails 
never apologized, so lve got a! 


40 


little bit Neu Wave Electronic”? Really? It was on the 


im 


radio for, like, a bazillion weeks. Anyway, that weird 


against them, Nonetheless, it’s obviou 
kids from Edmonton love these guys 


a safe bet for the young music fan on 
crossover hit describes the music very nicely. These 


Alexisonfire, Crisis (Universa}) L’ 
sit here and tell you that ! thi 
album of the year. That would be a! 
guys are lighting up the broadband LEDs with a kick- 
A myspace presence, and it’s only a matter of time 
before they're storming the beaches on this side of 
the pond with their sound. This album is a must for 
alex@yueweekly.com 


liar. | will tell you that this album 
guide to parties and events. Plus a great fashion 


fans of Lali Puna, Stereolab and Can. —ALEX KONYE / 


FOR THAT ANEMIC ACQUAINTANCE WHO 
guide to what to wear as you welcome 2007! 
SY DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13, 2006 


Canada thanks to the vast purchasing po’ 
NEEDS A LITTLE METAL IN THEIR DIET 


kids everywhere who have a Gesire t0 1 

boiled down to some screaming, so" 
fuck guitars and some pounding | 
headache inducing) drumbeats. Ch 


whiny younger sibling already has th's 
they may even be in their own s 


but if they still need it, you may 4 
to get it for them. 
Black Label Society, Shot to Hel! (Roadrunner) There 


just aren't enough superlatives for how radically Zakk 


Wylde Rocks! The man’s a triple threat: actor (aqua 
teen hunger force), guitar maniac and spokesperson 
CD GIFT GUIDE 


for the society for the preservation of metal. The guy 


scream 

g well be te 
E-Town Beatdown, Win she War \N 
something more local you can't 9° 
Town Beatdown. Like most EPs, its | 
leaves you wanting for more, but thats s°” 
itive. Guitarist John Fucking Kennedy ‘01°! 


5 So! 


yn Beatdown is planning a follow-up in 
(7, so watch out for that, but in the 
veantime, this will keep the true hard- 
hye fan on your list happy until the glori- 


vis day we can hear a full length opus 
vom these gentlemen. —BRYAN BIRTLES / 


en@vueweekly.com 


OR THE MUSIC FAN WHO LIKES 
0S BECAUSE SHE CAN PRETEND 
SHE'S AT THE CONCERT 


Natasha Bedingfield, Live in New 
York City (Epic) This pop singer sure 
foesn't sit comfortably at Britney's side, 
jith a live show that's fused. with legiti- 
mate spontaneity. Sure, she’s got some 
ancy lighting going, but she doesn't 
‘onfine herself to a bunch of by-the- 
jumbers dance steps. It helps that this 
how was filmed in a theatre; the inti- 
nate setting feeds Bedingfield and the 
how is better for it. And if the natural- 
ness of the performance isn’t enough to 
ifferentiate Bedingfield from the other 
op princesses out there, she throws in 
ihe requisite digs in her lyrics: “I'm not 


wlers, Bawitr 


% Raktards 


buying a Chihuahua!” 


Neko Case, Live From Austin TX (New 
West) Concert DVDs are proliferating like 
the plague of late. While most are sub- 
standard releases, this one is nice 
because it shows another side of Neko 
Case. Where her live album of a couple of 
years ago had her out in full force with 
the Sadies at her side, this 2003 perform- 
ance from Austin City Limits shows her 
interpreting her songs with a quieter, min- 
imalist crew. 


Black Label Society, The European 
Invasion: Doom Troopin’ (Eagle Vision) 
Ozzy-sideman/Black Label-main man Zakk 
Wylde is, well, a little bit scary. Seriously. 
Check out the bonus video for “In This 
River” on disc 2, where Wylde is playing 
his grand piano in the middle of the river, 
stands up and hacks the thing into obliv- 
ion’ with a freakin’ double-headed battle 
axe, before tossing a torch on the wreck- 
age and burning it up. Lucky for him he 
was carrying that guitar on his back or he 
couldn't have finished the song. The main 
live show on disc 1 is just as brutal, with 


the bearded muscleman shredding riffs 
‘til they sound like a monkey caught in 
the jaws of war. 


The Who, Live at the Isle of Wight Fes- 
tival 1970 D: Murray Lerner (Eagle 
Vision) In this 1970 performance, the 
Who bashes out a bunch of early songs, 
followed by a whole whack of others 
drawn from Tommy. The music aside, 
though, this is worth seeing just for the 
band’s fashion sense: Roger Daltrey 
works a fringed rock ‘n’ roll jacket, John 
Entwistle works a full-body skeleton out- 
fit, Pete Townshend works a too-short 
white jumpsuit and Keith Moon just 
works his drums over in a white t-shirt 
like the madman that he was. —EDEN 
MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


FOR THE MUSIC FAN WHO WANTS 
MORE THAN JUST THE MUSIC FROM 
THEIR DVDS 


Sarah Harmer, Escarpment Blues D: 
Andy Keen (Cold Snap) Sarah Harmer and 
her band set out on a walking tour, play- 


9 € 
WBE Il teil 


NEIL YOUNG 
LIVING WITH WAR 


ing community halls along the way and 
faising awareness of the dangers facing 
Ontario's Niagara Escarpment from “Big 
Business.” The film is a little short to be 
able to really delve deeply into the issues 
raised, but Harmer does an admirable job 
of giving an overview, and there are some 
fine performances as well. 


Classic Albums, Bob Marley and the 
Wailers: Catch a Fire (Eagle Vision) This 
show traces the making of Bob Marley 
and the Wailers's Catch a Fire from the 
initial recording sessions in Jamaica all 
the way to London where a bunch of 
American session musicians overdubbed 
additional parts onto the original tapes. 
{t's both illuminating and entertaining to 
see the players involved looking back 
now and demonstrating just how they 
came up with parts that added to the 
music without obscuring the essence of 
the Wailers’s originals 


Be Here to Love Me D: Margaret Brown 
(Palm Pictures) The late Townes Van 
Zandt was always a songwriter's song- 
writer, flying under the public's radar 


Sarala luiclachiilacn 


Featuring 12 holiday c 
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throughout his life and career. This film 
pulls no punches and never shies away 
from contrasting the dual personalities 
of a man who could be both likable and 
despicable to those who loved bin 
There are plenty of those people on 
hand, from Steve Earle and Guy Clark 
to ex-wives and his sons and daughter, 
all adding up to a biting, sad portrait of 
the man 


Waylon Jennings, Nashville Rebel 
(Legacy) This collection of performances 
and videos spans 14 years, starting 
with Jennings as a cleanshaven young 
man proclaiming that he’s the “only 
daddy that'll walk the line,” moving on 
to the longhaired, bearded outlaw 
singing “Lonesome, On'ry and Mean” 
and finishing up with the ill-advised 
schlock of the video forl984's “Ame'ri- 
ca.” Still, most of these clips are solid 
examples of just how cool those outlaw 
country guys could be. —EDEN MUNRO / 
eden@vueweekly.com 
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Yamaha Portable Keyboards from $4 39 
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Long & McQuade, Sonor Drums, Sabian Cymbals 
and Aquarian Drumheads are thrilled to present 
a drum clinic with TOMMY CLUFETOS! 


Originally fram Detroit, Tommy has been gigging profesionally oid 
the age of eleven. Knawn as a Solid s sroove drummer ae, 
OL 
killer gigs with the likes of Ted Nugent and Alice Cooper, ands® 4 
all by the age ate? 


(BS-321L) 


rently touring and recording with Rob Zombie 


and free gig bag : 
$ 00 - “| For more information, contact the store. 
199 Date: Monday, December 11, 2006 at 7pm ALL AGES EVENT 
ce ‘| Location: Sidetrack Cafe (10238-104th St., Edmonton) 
PIANO $46°5 _ ; =.4 Fee: $5 (tix available at the store or at the door) 
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anny david@vueweekly.com 
ear of being 
sgether, Mostly Water Theatre 
has already figured out The Sci- 
p of Funny and told everyone How 
Not Suck. 
ne would expect, then, that the 
xpme-—Sam Varteniuk (the smart 
), Matt Stanton (the angry one), 
; puchert (the idiot) and Trent 
lic (the other idiot)—has a pretty 
idea of who they are and just 
inny they can be. 
like to think we're the type of 
is who could perform for the 
me Minister and get away with 
ing,” says Varteniuk, peering 
h oval-shaped glasses, mouth 
ced in a permanent dry, half- 
“We are a bit vulgar, but I like 
ink that it's kind of laced with 
llect—or maybe it’s intellect laced 
igarity. Basically, we like to 
e someone poop in a bucket, but 
like it to be Freudian.” 
he group's Freudian shit jokes 
e evidently caught on. After 
ming just over a year ago to do a 
nstmas show—which means that 
is year's edition, XXXMas 2: 
lalalala-lala-luck Off, functions 
both Christmas revelry and one- 
Tr anniversary—Mostly Water has 
gaining steam ever since. Sci- 
of Funny debuted at Nextfest to 
ih praise, but it was their Fringe 
aw, How to Not Suck, that really 
ed them their crude, hilarious 
pes, their stage-and-film show 
ling them comparisons to sketch- 


i 


RAY / nr 
hints Graddock's adaptation of 
Summer of My Amazing 
Luck certainly has no want of 
des: rave reviews, the 2004/05 
for Outstanding New Work, 
‘y endorsement from Miriam 
S, the original author. 
» Maybe the strangest bit of 
*~though not coincidentally the 
“a the creative team behind 
OW seem the Most proud of—is 
'S " TEYAFA: that is, theatre for 
Nv audiences, for adults. 
® Stadley Moss, artistic director 
‘ “atre Network and the man 
4 ‘ped nurture the play from 
:. ye elm flower, 
os © fact that people recog- 
ee of youth theatre in 
4 OWS just how well the play 
hes into the fundamental 
theatre. 
4m one of my favourite 
’ °Scause it gives you that 


DEC 7-9 814-16 (8 Pu 
FALALALALA-LALA-LUCK 
OFF 


DIRECTED BY DAVID DEGAGHE 

WRITTEN & PERFORMED BY CRAIG BUCHERT, 
MATT STANTON, SAM VARTENIUK, TRENT WILKIE 
ee DESIGN CENTRE (10055 - 80 AVENUE), 
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com legends like SCTV and Kids in 
the Hall. 


THOUGH THEY OBVIOUSLY don't mina 


the big comparisons—really, who 


sense that you're 12 and watching a 
play again,” he says, the appreciation 
evident in his voice. 

“I think it really just taps into the 
power of imagination, which is really 
the sort of power of theatre. It’s exit- 
ing to see transformation on stage, 
to use an object several times, and 
use it as not what it’s intended to be. 
That kind of playing, the ability to 
jump time, or the ability to grab an 
object and become something right 
before your eyes, is the magic of the- 
atre, when you get down to it.” 


THERE CERTAINLY DOES seem to be a 
spry kind of magic in the story. Fol- 
lowing the travails of single welfare 
mom Lucy (Beth Graham) as she 
tries to make a go of it in govern- 
ment housing, the play is a restless, 
breathless thing, as Craddock and 
Caroline Livingstone ricochet from 
character to character that Lucy 
interacts with, from dearly departed 


would, | suppose—for them sketch 
comedy boils down to something a 
bit simpler: flat-out fun. 

“It's instant gratification,” Wilkie 
animatedly explains. “I look at it like 
we're kind of a band, and we write 
songs, though we don't really play 
them again and again. But there's a 
different feel to each skit, you were 
in different moods when you wrote 
them, and they’re just kind of up 
there and out.” 

“Plus, there’s a maturity attached 
to writing a full-length play that I 
don’t think I've achieved,” Varteniuk 
adds. “It’s knowing you have some- 


TH ELT - SUN, ECT 
SUMMER OF MY 


AMAZING LUCK 

DIRECTED BY BRADLEY MOSS 

BY CHRIS CRADDOCK, 

BASED ON THE NOVEL BY MIRIAM TOEWS 
STARRING BETH GRAHAM, 

CAROLINE LIVINGSTONE, CHRIS CRADDOCK 
AOXY THEATRE (10708-124 STREED), $18 - $25 
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mom and distant dad to confidant 
Lish and lawyer Hart, each and 
everyone helping Lucy try to get by. 

Of course, though, that childlike 
energy does belie a certain sadness 
in the script: this is, after all, about 
an unemployed young mother, not 
exactly all sunshine and lollipops, 
especially in today’s society. For 
Moss, though, the interplay between 
gut-busting and heart-tugging isn’t 
just welcome, it’s vital to a good 
story. 

“We get to people’s hearts through 
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A CHILD'S CHRISTMAS IN WALES | 44 
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istmas comedy gets a little sketchy 


thing to say, or a story to tell. | have 
more smartass comments, | think.” 

If smartass comments are what 
work, though, there's no sense but- 
tering your bread with provocative 
drama. Future maturity that may lead 
to more long-form, intricate drama 
notwithstanding, for now the group 
just feels lucky that Edmonton audi- 
ences have responded to their partic- 
ular brand of humour. 

“One reviewer described us as ‘a 
night out with four of your funniest 
friends,” Varteniuk explains. “I think 
that’s one of the best responses 
we've gotten or could hope to get.” w 


aughter and pain come together for this Summer 


open mouths—if you're laughing 
with these people, enjoying yourself 
and getting behind these people, 
then the sadness of the story comes 
through that much stronger,” Moss 
explains, before pointing toa 
poignant example. 

“For me, a very influential video is 
watching Richard Pryor tell the story 
of his dad beating him up. This is the 
funniest thing I've ever really 
watched—he punches him in the 
heart and his heart stops, and all this 
stuff. Afterwards, though, you real- 
ize, he’s telling you about his dad 
beating him up—that’s not funny. 

“To get people behind stuff, you 
really have to be off-balance,” he 
adds, hands illustrating his point. 
“Life is kind of fucked up in a way, 
it's not always what meets the eye, 
so you can’t really be in just one 
camp. You have to really be funny to 
really be sad—I just don’t see any 
other way." w 
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Hoagie Cries, 
Laurel Sighs, 
Knotley Lies, 
Someone ... dies? 


& | DIRTY LAUNDRY™ 


JOEL SEMCHUK 
T | dirtylaundry Qvueweekly.com 


Doris Excellente is back from her 
colonic retreat, where she preferred the 
tequila colonic. Hoagie Qogachakka’s 
New promotions job is for a mobile 
fried chicken truck, and someone stole 
all the glasses from Laurel's bar. But 
that’s no problem for Doris because, as 
she puts it, “I've had popcorn up my ass 
so | can drink from a Jack o” lantern!” 

Unfortunately, while shopping at 
Woolco with his wife Jamie, Derrick 
Capilano broke it to her that he didn't 
love her anymore. He then ran to his 
coach's house where he sang a rock 
tune with Mitzi Doobie about the rain- 
bow around her ass. Mitzi is recently 
back from cuddle therapy, but still 
fights off advances from her husband. 

And poor Hoagie, missing his wife 
Cheryl, was crying and drinking at the 
Saxony. After enough of this courage 
build-up, he was able to barge in on 
Cheryl at a fondue party and proclaim 
his love for her before stumbling out to 
puke. At the other girls’ urging, Chery! 
hiked up her orange polyester jams agg 
ran after her man. 

And it’s time for Dr Excellente’s 
Christmas bonus, so he promised Ty 
and Diane full team medication. Then 
Bueno talked to Diane about how much 
he loved pleasuring the team ... until 
the team begs him to stop ... and it's 
slammed against the headboard ... and 
Ty figured something was up 

Oddly, Doris Excellente knows that 
Bueno only married her for citizenship, 
but she also knows he fell in love with 
her. Which is why she only felt a slight 
need to press Ty about her husband's 
fidelity. Ty gave nothing away ... he 
just kissed Doris for a little while. 

Meanwhile, as his wife's ass was 
being serenaded, Coach Rollie dumped 
$100 000 in gambling revenue on 
Diane's desk, after which she asked 
him what, exactly, he's prepared to do 
to keep his job. Rollie sang an operetta 
with a full chorus, but Diane fired him 
anyway, spread animosity between him 
and his players, and then gave the 
coaching job to Rollie’s wife Mitzi. 

Finally, when ex-Coach Rollie went 
to see Jamie Capilano for a shoulder to 
cry on, and they were making out on 
the couch—Derrick walked in. Rolis 
was left with a fondue fork sticking out 
of him and the next thing Derrick 
remembers is breaking down in Laurel's 
bar ... did he see reporter Stubby on the 
phone, dialing frantically? w 
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DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
dmonton’s theatre communi- 

Ee is getting together six 
months early this year—to 

make their usual June gathering go 

that much smoother. 

The Sterling Awards will be host- 
ing A Sterling Christmas Pud- 
ding this week at the Varscona in 
an effort to raise funds for the 20th 
annual Sterling Awards Gala. As 
Sterling Committee member Belinda 
Cornish explains, they're hoping to 
make their porcelain anniversary 
ewtna special by topping off their 
coffers with a little bit of Christmas 
cheer for the community. 

“It will have all the things you 
normally associate with Christmas 
concerts, except that everyone has 
talent,” explains Cornish dryly. “Not 
to be mean to all the little children 
squealing away on their violins with 
their tongues hanging out the side 
of their mouth, as fun a Christmas 
tradition as that is.” 


THE UPSCALE CHRISTMAS concert 
will feature musical performances 
from the likes of Andrea House, 
Cathy Derkach and Darrin Hagen, 
as well as five playlettes written by 
Sterling winners Stewart Lemoine, 
Chris Craddock, David Belke, Trevor 
Schmidt and Meiko Ouchi, spot- 
lighting Christmas traditions from 
around the world. As an added 
treat, even the post-performance 
treats get upgraded, with mulled 
wine and mince pies taking the 
place of stale cookies and orange 
punch 

“It will be educational fun, as 
well as a chance to socialize with 
Edmonton's theatre community,” 
Cornish points out, a little more 
seriously. “And hopefully we'll raise 
enough to have the option to do 
something really special for our 
20th anniversary. Though it should 
be a good time anyway.” W 
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DAVID BERAY / david @vueweekly.com 

taring over the precipice of the 

Citadel's legendary Christmas 

Carol has to make any new- 
comer nervous: now in its seventh 
year, the play hasn't done anything 
but right for that entire span, and 
there just has to be a nagging doubt 
in the back of your mind that you 
might be the one to muck it all up. 

For April Banigan, though, who's 
making her Citadel debut by taking 
on the role of Alice, getting into the 
Citadel’s mammoth production has- 
n't been one of nerves so much as 
finding her place in the theatrical 
clockwork. 

"This is certainly the biggest show 
I’ve ever done, but it’s like a well- 
oiled machine—it just comes togeth- 
er so efficiently,” explains Banigan, 
when asked about how she’s getting 
along. “There are dozens and dozens 
of people who make this thing go, so 
all I really have to do is just find 
where it is | fit in the spokes and turn 
with them.” 


THAT'S A BIT easier said than done, 
but Banigan does have the advan- 
tage of getting in a couple viewings 
of the play with her close friend Kate 
Ryan in the role, so she’s not coming 
in cold. Besides, as Banigan explains, 
the hardest part has been keeping 
herself composed backstage, not fit- 
ting in onstage. 

“I'm a pretty big sucker for all this 
Christmas stuff, so there are some 


Nostalgia envelops Child’s Christmas in Wales 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.ccm 
/ ears and years ago, when I 
Y was a boy, when there 
were wolves in Wales, and 
birds the color of red flannel petti- 
coats whisked past the harp-shaped 
hills ... it snowed and snowed and 
snowed.” 

Who doesn’t remember this clas- 
sic passage by Dylan Thomas? 

Originally written for Harper's 
Bazaar, Thomas's enchanting A 
Child’s Christmas in Wales was 
adapted by Jeremy Brooks and Adri- 
an Mitchell into a musical production 
that the Walterdale players hope will 
transport you to a magical time and 
place free from cares and is filled 
with poetry, song and delight. 

Directed by Vivien Bosley, the 
production of A Child’s Christmas 
in Wales is perfect for a season that 
brings about sentimentality and nos- 
talgia. It's a play about the disasters 
and the dynamics that can happen in 
the family around Christmas time. 

An adult looks back at a Christmas 
day of his childhood; some memories 
are indoors with his family and some 
are outdoors with his buddies. It is 
about the mischief they get up to— 
which isn’t all that mischievous by 
today’s standards. 


BOSLEY ACKNOWLEDGES the fact that 


some people may not relate to the 
past values and views 
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A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
DIRECTED BY BOB BAKER 

ADAPTED BYTOM WOOD 

STARRING TOM WOOO, JULIEN ARNOLD 

APRIL BANIGAI, JAN ALEXANDRA SMITH, 
ELNAH JOHNSON 

MACLAR THEATRE (828-1018 AVENUE) 
$55 - $90 
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scenes I can’t even watch—I just get 
all choked up, and cry so much that I 
can’t perform my scenes,” she admits 
with a laugh. “I don’t know if I want 
to admit that, though—that sounds 
pretty cheesy.” 

After a bit more cajoling, Banigan 
is willing to open up about her Christ- 
mas obsession, pointing out that can- 
died yams are her favourite Christmas 
dish—she’s a vegetarian and not 
much of a baker, apparently—and 
going into some of her Christmas tra- 
ditions, of which the Citadel's Christ- 
mas Carol has become a part. 

“We've watched it a few years, 
though my son tends to get kind of 
scared when the ghosts come on,” 
Banigan says affectionately. “Aside 
from that, we always go tobogganing 
on Christmas Eve with our friends, 
and we do it again Christmas day. 

“Oh, and we listen to the Muppets 
Christmas album every Christmas 
morning—I've actually been doing 
that since I was little girl,” she adds, 
before pausing for a second. “You 
know, I hope this all doesn’t make 
me sound too cheesy.” v 
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A CHILD'S CHRISTMAS 
IN WALES 
DIRECTED BY VVIEN BOSLEY 

WRITTEN BY OYLAN THOMAS, JEREMY BROOKS, 
ADRIAN MITCHELL 

STARRING ADRIAN LAHOLA, PEER MCNAB, 
JEANIE TIMMS, JAN CORRY AND OTHERS 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE (10322 - 83.AVENUE), 
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“{'m trying to make the main char- 
actérs more universal, so that that 
person belongs to no particular age,” 
Bosley explains. “It could be now, or 
it could be 50 years ago. 

“And don’t be scared off by the 
word ‘musical’,” adds Bosley. “There 
is nice music in it. 1 mean—it’s not a 
musical in the sense that it’s a musi- 
cal, by any matter of means—but the 
family sort of stops to sings things. 
They are not songs written for it to 
the tune of Christmas carols or 
songs, but there’s fabulous singing 
throughout the production.” 

For Bosley, taking the helm of the 
large production has been wonderful 
journey, made more enjoyable with 
the help of several talented students. 

“Several of the cast-are from Vic- 
toria School for the Arts,” Bosley 
says. “There are eight young people 
in it. | was nervous because I’ve 

never worked with young people 
before. But these youth are from the 


tradition of discipline, so they were 
the first to learn their lines—they had 
no problem at all. 

“It's been a long time since I’ve 
directed,” Bosley continues. 
“I'm not going to confess how long. 
I've done a lot of acting in between. 
I'm plunging right in and am enjoying 


duction; there are 19 Pek” 
cast. There's a pianist, 2" ae 

there are many, many, ™") | og 
We have a fabulous desig”) *” 
Dietrich has made breathts* ” 
tumes for the actors. The '*" 
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this to sound overly 


for s of the Heart. It's 
nat i's bad, really, so much as 
“pjoriously uninspired—the kind 
middiing, calculated, feel-good- 


spose, practically necessary but 
nerwise irrelevant. 

yenley isn’t So much interested 
syploring her characters as pop- 
. athe puzzle pieces of a story—in 
= case, a none-too-original fight- 
; family/loving family number— 
wether. Characters come and go 
whey're needed, information not 


TOSAT DEC 

CRIMES OF THE HEART 
SURECTED BY KIM MCCAW 

WRITTEN BY BETH HENLEY 

STARRING AMANDA LISMAN, TRACY LEIGH 
CAMPBELL, ADVAH SOUDACK, KATE BATEMAN, 
DARREN DOWYASK!, BEN MCIVOR 

STUDIO THEATRE (U OFA CAMPUS), $8 -$20 


‘much teased out of them as 
tked to the forefront when we 
sed it, and the final coming 
gether manages to feel both obvi- 
is and forced without feeling 
erly fulfilling. It must have been 
slow year for Pulitzers. 
From mediocre, Pulitzer-winning 
il grows flowers, though, and Stu- 
lio Theatre's production of Henley’s 
iboyantly okay script is about as 
good as one could hope, repressed 
Southern femininity and all. 
A large part of the success has to 
be credited to Amanda Lisman, 
yo bravados her way through wild 
hild outcast Meg; though she's cer- 
inly not hindered by the talent 
found her, Lisman gives what is 
lite simply one of the finest per- 
mmances to come across the 
ims Centre stage in some time, 
ional company included. She 
a role that doesn’t deserve 
fof her subtlety and charm and 
up the stage, the play practically 
faling and exhaling as she tromps 
and out of the kitchen that serves 
Setting. 
From the way she offhandedly 
gs back a Coke intended for one 
her sisters, to the way she 
iplodes through the door, hair as 
nkempt as her attitude, after a 
Bhi on the town, Lisman carries 
si of the energy of the produc- 
min her black purse. She’s just as 
Miculous biting off the ends of 
h chocolate in her sister’s birth- 
) Present as she is alluring trying 
fix her black heels, 
She's got a lot to bounce off of, 
Mm Advah Soudack as the long- 
med, never-been-kissed oldest sis- 
H Lennie to Darren Dolynski's 
Ei Toasted former lover Doc, but 
~ Mah Who undoubtedly carries 
4 ‘nfuses life into the drab, 
thern kitchen Henley created 
'Y chance she gets, and fills a 
3 filler with an. absorbing theatri- 
|. ° wouldn't have thought possi- 
Can't wait to she what she does 
"Something that’s likeable. w 


umbers son-filler that is, 1 
n s 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 
on’t ask musician Tippy 
Dive about his real name, 
the one from his past life, the 
one that he never uses anymore. 

He prefers the name he earned in 
the 1980s when he toured Canada 
with cow punk vocalist kd lang. 

“I was her go-go dancer back 
then,” he says. They were just start- 
ing their careers at the time, and 
both have since evolved into bigger 
careers with major changes in their 
performing styles. 

lang is now known more as a 
crooner than a cow-punk rocker, and 
Agogo is better known as an urban 
tribal musician than as a dancer. 

He's a one-man band with a four- 
octave voice who plays musical 
instruments that he's made from a 
variety of recycled materials. 

This weekend, he'll be performing 
with Mile Zero Dance, playing world- 
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= | THE RED THREAD 

ee | AY MILEZERO DANCE 

a th oe PAD (201, 10928 - 101 STREEN), 


beat rhythms on his sub-tonally 
tuned drum. 

“It sounds primal,” he says, “a lot 
like a melodic rhinoceros.” 

Agogo is one of the many experi- 
mental artists who will be perform- 
ing in The Red Thread, the second 
of six instalments in MZD's eclectic 
Salon Series at The Landing Pad. 

The idea for The Red Thread was 
inspired by the image of a person 
knitting, says MZD artistic director 
Gerry Morita. It reminded her of win- 
ter holidays and of the warmth and 
togetherness that people seek out at 
this time of year. 


IN THAT SPIRIT, audience members 


is: Gift of Art... 


St 


(@ aka G@aclele! 


Art Elevates the 


* Gift Certificates 
* Custom Framing 


* Employee Gilting 


are encouraged to bring their warm 
threads for performance artist Lance 
McLean's appearance, which 
involves four cars, a sleeping bag 
and a parking lot. 

McLean gets into a sleeping bag 
in the parking lot outside the studio 
As headlights from four cars sur- 
round him, he invites audience 
members to reach into the bag and 
Sign their name on his clothing 

His work represents marginal peo- 
ple who are on the fringes of society, 
McLean explains. When audience 
members sign their names on his 
clothing, they give an identity to the 
invisible people he represents 

"A lot of my images come from 
when I lived in Toronto,” he says. “I 
used to walk around and look at 
people living on the heating grates 
there.” 

McLean's work as a performance 
artist began while he was studying 


Red Thread binds a variety of performances * 


sculpture at the Alberta College of 
Art and Design. He used to trans- 
form himself into a human sculp- 
ture by having his body coveged 
with duct tape so that he couldn't 
move 

McLean no longer uses duct tape, 
however, and his work has evolved 
to include intimate, interactive and 
collaborative work, and he’s gone on 
to perform internationally 

This is one of his rare Edmonton 
appearances, and he'll be performing 
on Saturday (Dec 9) night only 

Part of the fun of the show is that 
nobody knows what it will be 7 
until it actually happens 

“How the show ends up looking 
depends entirely on the artists and 
what they bring to it,” says Morita 
laughing. “I’m not a control freak 

"They have full artistic control 
over their work. I don't interfere 
with that.” w 
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ernie PO Nina Ei aR Bll 2 EDD BME > >» ae 
ing ilustrations IN: Works by Parkland Potter's Guild * Until Jan. 14 dings from Dicken's Christmas Carol * Mon, Dec. 11 ( : 


Tpm} * 
MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St. Albert Place, 5 St. Anne $10/free (child 12 and under) available at TIX on the Square 
Street, St. Albert (459-1528) * WITHIN GROWLING DISTANCE; YOGA LOFT 10209 

Learn about the data collection to analysis of grizzly bear F al Role naka ui 


x - ae a 

ST Oe SLES teaTER] Open: Mon- 
__ Fri am-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm * Paintings by the Alberta Oil 
Painters group * Until Dec. 31 


WINTER YOGA 


(434-4386) * Free class 
abit 


a rehire hes 
Fs Ai ore Christmas: Presented by Festival 


a Flamenco En Vivo 
10(7-30pm) * $18 fac (door) at Isis Dance 
Festival Place 
ALATLEY’S LORD OF THE DANCE TOUR Jubilee 
my 1145-87 Ave (427-2760/451-8000) * Traditional 
i + Fri, Deo. 8 (3:30pm and 7:30pm) 


‘$1 (424-1573) * 4 A 
hee presenting short ces, including dance by Kat 

Thom Golub and Gerry 
formance art by 


performance 
‘Burns * Dec, 8-9 (8pm) © 
Landing Pad 


wy DANCERS—SNOW WHITE AND THE 
DMES OF CHRISTMAS Citadel Shoctor Theatre (425- 
ied by Viktor Lytyynay, composed by Bronyslav 
A8rothers’ classic fairy tale featuring Edmonton's 
v3 Dancers with the Ukraine's Kyiv Ballet * Until 
available at the Citadel Theatre box office 


De: 18pm) 
5 (COUNCIL GALLERY 1085-106 St (488-6511) 
N (closed all hols) * OPERA COAT 
Mh versity and complexity of opera cap- 
yeble art coats: until Dec 16 
ULERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422- 
0 Tue Wed Fri 10:30am-8pm; Thu 1030am-5pm; 


i contempotary Inuit film and video by Igloadlik Isuma 
Canada's first Inuit independant film production com- 
00) bed Ch 
“eplesenis a tradition of art-making that spans three 
Oe: S-Feb 19,2007 AR AND WIDE: Alberta 
sty Osvid Alenander and Jotn Hartman; Dec. 9:Feb. 
THREE TRAVELLERS: Artworks by Edmonton artists, 
Lo seta and melee Dec, S-Feb. 19, 2007 ° 
Taito Presen Discussion on the 
Fs ad Wide with David Atexander. John Hartman. and 
Rew ee fundraiser 
2 is fion Capital Campaign. Ticket 
araye se FAR AND WIDE, 


Hen. Rembrandt and the Marketing of Artistic 
Sp) + ART BAR; Open Deo. 7 (48pm); Dec. 14 


“paintings to small sculptures; Dec. 7-28 - 


MODE GALLERY 17220 sas 


Ave (453-1555) * ART IN 
MINIATURE: Various artists featuring 


small from petite 


ARTSHAB STv 
evety Thu (5-8pm) * 


403 St (414-0702) wenwrajpanilca 


CATALYST THEATRE 8929-' 
~ * ART FROM THE UNKNOWN: Featuring artworks by artists, 


who are living and working on low or no income * Dec. 7-8 (7- 
10pm), Bee. 9 (10am-4pm) * Launch party: Thu, Dec. 7 (7-9pm 
featuring music, speakers, performers and art 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA (CAVA) 9103-95 
Ave (461-3427) « MEDIUM CELEBRATION: Artworks by 
Normand Fontaine, Claude Gameau, Herman Poulin, Marco 
Laperriére, and Giséle Grégoire * Until Dec. 22; opening recep- 
tion: Dec, 8 {7-B:30pm), artists in attendance * Artworks by 
members; Dec. 21-Feb. 6 


(CENTRE GALLERY Allen Gray Continuing Care Centre, 5005-28 
Ave (426-5008) * HEIGHTENED OBSERVATION: Oi} paintings by 

Mary Pemberton and acrylic paintings by Allen Gray residents = 
Until Dec. 17 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St(488-4445) # Open: 
Tue-Fri 9:30-5.30pm © CHRISTMAS SHOW 2006: Anworks by 
gallery artists, featuring works by Nathan Birch * Until Oex. 23 


ELECTRUM ‘STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 Stony 
Plain Aid (482-1402) * Open: Tue by appointment; Wed-Fri 11am- 
‘5:30pm, Sat 11am-4pm, closed long weekends * COLLECTION 
2006: New artworks by various artists 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fl, University Extension 
Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) * THOSE AMONG US: Paintings 
by Izabella Orzelski and Bogdan Koral-Konikowski * Until Jan. 
10 * Wed, Dec. 13 (6;30-8:30pm) 


FAB GALLERY Fim 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St, 89 Ave (492- 
2081) * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-5pm * PAINTING IN 
ITALY. A VISUAL DIARY: Studies from museum artifacts and from 
on-location in Italy are presented unframed for critiques. 
Photograptis and presentation show the students’ interests and 
document the locations they painted « SCIENCE-MAGIC:\ke 
Bushman's final visual presentation for the degree of Master of 
Fine Arts in Printmaking; until Dec. 23; opening reception: Thu, 
Dec 7 (7-10pm) 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) © Digital art- 
works by Ansgard Thompson * Until Dec. 30 


‘GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY M2in 
FI, Sit Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; 
Sat 9am-6pm; Sun 1-Spm * CANADIAN CHILDREN'S BOOK ILLUS- 
TRATIONS. The CANSCAIP Collection; until Dec. 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * COWBOYS AND INDIANS (AND 
METIS?): Paintings by David Garneau that explore the identity, 
fepresentations, and meanings of being Métis; until Dec. 23 
Front Room: * AUNNING THROUGH FLAMES, AND OTHER 
CONTEMPORARY PECULIARITIES: Paul Smith's mixed media art- 
works feature a tnekster figureand conneet to mythologyand 
pop culture; unt! Dec. 23 


(JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 University nae 
(439-5282) * Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm ® CHRISTMAS SHOW 
AND SALE: Artworks by previous exhibitors featuring a variety 

of styles and mediums * Until Jan. 4 * Opening reception: 

Dec. 13 {6.30-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11517-80 St (479-8424) Open 
Tue-Fri 9:20am-5:30pm, Sat 9:30am4pm * CHAISTMAS AAT 
FAIA: Artworks by gallery artists as well as invited artists * 
Through December (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open Man- 
Fri 9am-Spm; Sat 10am-5pm * CHRISTMAS ART FAIA: Artworks. 
byJim Painter, Jim Brager, Wendy Risdale. prints by Toti, ceramic 
art by Heather Goldmine, patter by Noburo Kubo * Through 
December 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) * Artworks by 
Tslila Barzel, and Eric Fredine; until Dec. 22 © FROZEN IN TIME: 
Photographs by Michael Levin * HORIZONS: New photographs 
by Eric Fredine * THE TREE OF LIFE: Paintings by Islila Barzel * 
Until Dec. 22 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-1056 St (423-5353) * Schmoozy 
Dec. 9 


LENDRUM COMMUNITY LEAGUE 11335-57 Ave * Lendrum 
Pottery Group Christmas sale of decorative and practical pottery 
© Sat, Dee. 9(10am-2pm) 


LITTLE CHURCH GALLERY Spruce Grove * CHAISTMAS IN 
THE LITTLE GHUREH: Until Dec. 23, 


LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 Broadmoor Blvd, 
‘Sherwood Park (449-4443) * Open Sat 10am-Spm © Artworks 
by members of the Art Society of Strathcona County * Through 
December 

McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407-7152) 
* Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat-Sun 1-8pm * ALBERTA/WITHIN 
LIMITS: Photographs and ceramic works by the Monochrome Guild 
and Sask Terra Group * Until Jan. 14 2007 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open Mon-Sat 


Apply now! 


fesearch* Until Jan, 14, 2007 


MINA HASGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery Gallery, 
9702-111. Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon-Fri 1am-2-30pm, Tue 6:30-2” 
8:20pm, Thy 6-8pm JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS-PRINTS, 


10220-105 St (439-9592) = Ther< __ POTTERY AND PAPER: New artworks by Nina Haggerty studio 
ECTIONS: Paintings and = 


‘UMtists.* Until Dec 14 © Wireg it Up Party: Prints, Pottery and 


10183-112 St (452-0286) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-S:30pm Thu 


= 1am-8pm * Group show featuring new landscapes by Gregory 


Hardy Until Dec. 14 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. Albert 
(460-4310) * Open; Tue-Sat (10am-5pm}, Thu (10am-8pm) # 
PRESENCE Artworks by members of various St. Albert arts groups: 
ec. 7-30; opening reception: with DBA Light Up: December 7 (7 
Spm) * ArtVentures: Dee. 16; 6-12 year-olds; $2/child * Drop-in 
Art for the Artist at Heart: Dec. 14, Jan. 4 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Ad = A 
JOYFUL HARVEST: A photo exhibit from the Jewish Historical 
Society of Southern Alberta salutes the people, places and 
organizations that have defined Jewish life in southern Alberta 
Since 1889 * Until Jan 25 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-1072 Ave (453-9100) » BOB 
THE BUILDER-PROJECT: BUILD IT; Learning through constructive 
play; until Jan. 28, 2007 * LEGO OCEAN ADVENTURE Create 
your own sea creatures and lean about the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration research with the logger-head 
turtle; Until Jan. 28, 2007 « IMAGES IN PLATINUM OF 
WESTERN CANADA'S NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL PARKS: 
Photographs of Western Canadian parks, from the Rocky 
Mountains and beyond by Allan King; until Jan. 14 


‘SCOTT GALLERY 1041 1-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue-Sat 
10am-Spm * CHRISTMAS TREASURES: Group show featuring 
New paintings by Viadimir Horik, Katerina Mertikas, Lynn Malin, 
Harold Feist. sculptuer by David Mitchell, pottery by Carol and 
Richard Selfridge and still life by Linda O'Neill * Dec 9-23 « 
Christmas reception: Sat, Dec, 9 (2-4pm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 1) Perron Street, St. Albert (460-5993) « 
Open: Thu 12-8pm; Fri 10am-Gpm; Sat 10am-5pm * SMALL 
WORKS: Artworks by studio artists * Unul Dec 31 © Opening 
reception: Thu, Dec. 7 (6-9pm) 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10418-82 Ave behind 
Sapphires (438-7978) © Sculptures by Ritchie Velthuis, mixed 
media artworks by Stuart Ballah, paintings by Cuita and figurative 
works by Glenys Switzer * Through December 

VAAA GALLERY 31d Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421-1731) 
* Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm © SPECTRUM: Anworks 
by Lundy Dale, Pam Weber, and Thaneah Krotin * Until Dec. 21 
WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE Lobby, 10322-83 Ave (432-7357) « 
Art in the Lobby: Gouache on paper and acrylic on canvas by 
Wilf Kozub, in conjunction with A Child's Christmas in Wales © 
Until Dec. 16, viewing one hour before curtain 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9524-76 Ave (469-9755) « Story Slam: An 
opportunity for writers to share their work, explore their talents 
‘and show off * Third Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St Albert Road * Poet's Ink: Weiting 
evenings every Sunday (7-Spm) except long weekends, holidays 
and summer months * Dec. 10, taking a holiday break and 
returning Jan. 7, 2007 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2932) * TALES 
monthly Storytelling Circle: Tell stories ar come to listen * 
Second Fri of each month (8-10pm) * $3 first time free) 


COLES Southgate Mall © Book signing by Bruce Atchison. 
author af When a Man Loves a Rabbit (Learning and Living With 
Bunnies) * Dec. 11 (1-Spm) 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St * The Olive Reading Series + 
2nd Tue each month * Tue, Dec. 12 (7pm) Sharon Thesen, open 
Set to follows * No cover 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music. poetry and 
performance art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric 
Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-20 Ave (433-2932) * Story 
Café TALES First Thu of ea month, through to June (7-Spm) * 
$5 © Perfect Gifts: featuring storytellers Stephanie Benger, 
Bethany Ellis, and Renee Engloc Thy. Dec 7 (7-Spm\; $5 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO 10209-85 Ave * Stroll of Poats Poets 
Haven: Reading series 1s an opportunity for poetry enthusiasts to 
enjay poetry in an intimate café setting every Mon night through 
to Mar. (J-9pm) * $5 (door, incl. coffee, tea and poetry) * 
Featuring Geraldine Matus. Connie Lloyd, Jessica Brandt, and 
Danielle Zyp: Dec. 17 © Featuring Capn Anton, Hugh MeAlary, Tim 
Qusack and Glen Kirkland. Dee. 18 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO The Sitting Room, 10909-85 Ave (422- 
8174) wwawritersquild abca * The Writers Guild of Alberta 
presents ‘Twas the Member Night Before Christmas featuring sto- 
yteller Gail de Vos and a holiday open mic * Dec. 13 (7pm) « 
Free (WGA memberl/$5 (non-member) 


{Rumi Hafez, Meera Bai, Kabir) and dance with members of the 


Ay A Ethnomusicology ensembles * Sat, Dec. “S(8pm).* 
$12/$10 (adv. at the Yoga Loft) 


LIVE COMEDY 


Se ee | 
drawings by artists of the Colour fe of Art New Papenpthu. Dec. 14 (26pm) tea ereraan: aoe ete es hd 1 
a RN AEE eas 2) Ut Dac. i, PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY (VANDERLEELIE GALLERY) Oa CO en cnn 


» Dec. 7-9 © David Gray, Dec. 14-16 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St. WEM, 8282-170 St (483- 
5999) * Open: nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sun 8pm * JA Brow from Comedy Central and the 
Late Late Show, with Welby Santos, Lars Callieou, and Rick 
Bronson; Thu, Dec. 7-10 * Hit or Miss Mondays: Mon, Dec. 11 
'* Alternative Comedy Night: Featuring comedy hypnotism, com: 
edy magic, comedy music, street performers and more; Tue, Dec 
¥2* JR Brow from Comedy Central and the Late Late Show 
with Nigel Lawrence and Paul Brown; Dec. 13-17 * Hit or Miss 
Monday's: Mon, Dec. 18 © The Merry #$%*&! Christmas Show: 
Starring Last Comic Standing’s Rich Vos, Bonnie McFarlane and 
Rob Pue, This XXX Show will turn your holiday blahs into holi- 
day HAs; Tue, Dec. 19-Wed, Dec. 20 * Rob Pue, hit of the Just 
for Laughs testival and star of TV's Punk’, with Andrew 
Iwaniak, Shawn Gramiak and Kelly Soloduka; Dee. 2¢-23 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (481-9857) 
'* Open: Wed-Fri 8pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Wed 
Get Your Yuk's, professional comedy night: $5 * Sun: Industry 
Night $10 * Billy Bob Joe Taylor, Kendall Gawryluk, and 
Winston Herbert; Dec. 6-9 


THEATRE 


A CHILD'S CHRISTMAS IN WALES Walterdale Playhouse, 
10322-83 Ave (439-2845) * A musical adaptation of Dylan 
Thomas’ tale. The power of a boy's imagination will transport 
‘you to a magical time and place free from cares and filled with 
poetry, song, and delight « Until Dec. 16 (Tue-Sat 8pm; Sun 
matinees: 2pm) © $12-$14 at TIX on the Square 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel (425-1820) * By Charles 
Dickens, adapted by Tom Wood, directed by Bob Baker 
Featuring Tom Wood as Ebenezer Scrooge * A retelling of 
Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol, directed By Bob Baker, star 
fing Tom Wood as Ebanezar Scrooge * Until Dee 23. Tickets 
available at the Citadel box office 


THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT Roxy Theatre (420-1757) 
* Singer-songwriter musical and staged readings of Dicken’s A 
Christmas Catol* Dec. 19-23 (8pm); Dec. 22-23 (2pm) * $32 at 
TIX on the Square 


CAIMES OF THE HEART Timms Centre for the Ants, U of A 
Campus (420-1757/492-2271) * Studio Theatre * By Beth 
Henley, directed by Kim McCaw. Set ina small Mississippi 
town, the three Magrath sisters converge at their Grandaddy’s 
house after the youngest, Babe, has shot her husband because 
ahe didn’ like his looks * Until Dec. 9 (8pm); pre-show talk 
Dec, 7 (12:30pm) * $8-$20 at Timms Centre for the Arts box 
office (one hour prior to performance), TIX on the Square 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, TOS29-89 Ave (448-0695) =A 
Hilarious, live. improvised soap opera * Every Mon to the end 
of May ® $10 (door) 


THE GERRY STEINFELD SHOW Jubitations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 Street. WEM (484-2424) Until Jan. 21 


THE GOLDEN AGE ROCKS ONI Mayfield Dinner Theatre (1 
800-771-9804) * By Will Marks and Joe Harns featuring the 
music of the ‘SOs and early ‘60s * Until Feb. 18, 2007 « $54 
$89 


OH SUSANNA! CHRISTMAS SPECIAL Varscona Theave 
10329-83 Ave © The Varscona’s resident jingle bel 
Patchouli hosts the Euro-style variety spectacle 
bration of the Yulende. Have a cup of cheer with Eros, God of 
Love ano the Compania del Mambo « Tickets available at the 
door * Sat. Dec. 16 (1pm) 


OFFENSIVE FOULS Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir 
Winston Churehili Sq (420:1757/439.3905| * Concrete Theatre 
© An engaging. funny and thought-provoking play by Jason 
“Long, of intarracia! dating, racism. violence and tolerance 
through the eyes of a high school couple * Dec & (8pm): Dee. 9 
(8pm and 2pm) * $16 (adult\/$12 (student) at Tix on the e 


PEPPERMINT SCHTICK Joky!| and Hyde Pub. (420-1757) « A 
humourous musical revue from Swak Produetions * Dec 7-9. 
Dec. 14-16 (8pm) © $14 at TIX on the Square 


THE SOUND OF MUSIC Festival Place, 100 Festival Way. 
Sherwood Park (449:3378/451-8000) ¢ Join Maria and the spir 
ited Von Trapps for classic tunes in this classic musical * Dec 
2\-Jan. G (not incl holidays 2pm, 7:30pm)"* $27 fadult), $18 
(child, 12 and under) at Festival Place box office, TicketMaster 


THE SUMMER OF MY AMAZING LUCK Roxy Theatre, 10708 
124St- Theatre Network By Chris Craddock . based on the 
novel by Miriam Toews. A comical and cutting look al poverty, 
wellare and having a life * Dec. 7-17 (Tue-Sat 8pm. Sun 2pm) * 
Sun-Thu. $23 (adult)/$18 (student/senior); Fri-Sat $25 
{adult}/$19 (student/senior) available at TIX on the Square; Tue 
Dec 12: Two for $24 available only at the Roxy Theatre 
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A PRO CORO CHRISTMAS 


Sunday, December 17, 2006, 2 PM; Winspear Centre for Music 


Richard Sparks, conductor 
~ SPONSOR: Snyder & Associates LLP, Melcor Developments 


One of the most popular concerts of the season - Pro Coro Canada’s 
annual Christmas concert! This year, it features Pro Coro Canada 
with harp; Jeremy Spurgeon, organ; JUBIOLOSO! Bells of Concordia; 
and Caesar Zmyslowski, guitar. ‘Add a touch of carol singing with the 
audience, and this concert will be certain to bring Christmas joy to 


everyone. 


Sunday, January 14, 2007, 2 PM; Winspear Centre for Music 
Richard Sparks, conductor 

Eric Whitacre’s imaginative Leonardo Dreams of His Flying 
Machine, J.S. Bach’s lively motet Lobet den Herrn; John Estacio’s 
moving Four Eulogies; John Rutter’s surprising Hymn to the 
Creator of Light; jazz pianist George Shearing’s delightful Songs . 
and Sonnets, and a tribute to Moses Hogan, with three of his 
marvellous spirituals. 


SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS and SINGLE TICKETS 
Winspear Centre Box Office (780) 428-1414 
Toll-free 1-800-653-5081 
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SEASON SPONSOR 


THE SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 
EDMONTON 


af 


GOOD FRIDAY AT THE WINSPEAR 


Friday, April 6, 2007, 7:30 PM; Winspear Centre for Music =a} 


Richard Sparks, conductor 
Pro Coro Canada with Pro Coro Chamber Orchestra 


SPONSOR: GovernanceMatters.com 


For its annual Good Friday concert, Pro Coro Canada brings two 
musical gems to Edmonton audiences - Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem 

and Allan Bevan’s serenely beautiful meditation on the crucifixion of 
Christ, Nou Goth Sonne Under Wode: The audience’s overwhelmingly 
enthusiastic response to Pro Coro Canada’s world-premiere perform- 
ance of Allan Bevan’s ingenious composition certifies this work 

as a modern-day classic. You will 

not want to miss this 
performance! 
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ye often hear that Alberta 
| is the province of maver- 
Wicks who stand against 
ing winds OF brave souls whose 
ots individualism serves as an 
ple to the whole country. 

can be difficult to appreciate 
‘though, when it’s said in the 
ext of the 400 000 or so people 
en masse have made this a one- 
, province since 1971. But there 
plenty of true mavericks here, 
san artist and arts writer, | run 
them all the time. 

nly last week I encountered two 
Je who—to me at least—exem- 
the genuine Alberta pioneering 
| They are an unusual pair: lan 
ley is a successful financial con- 
nt and Anya Tonkonogy is a 
i immigrant artist and art thera- 
‘0, until recently, was working 
i] to make ends meet. 

pgether, they rolled up their 


da business that truly does 
against the prevailing winds: 
lave turned an old, rundown 
into a beautiful new gallery. 
ortal Art Gallery opened Nov 
ith the inaugural show The 
> 4 renegade little experiment,” 
ogy enthusiastically explains 
‘looks around the one-room 
of which she is the managing 
F. “I feel like | am in the Wild 


Mot hard to understand her 
ents The gallery is something 
nomaly. it’s nestled in the 
bf one of Edmonton’s oldest 
tial neighborhoods, and its 
: °dern windows look out 
gt ‘nto a neighbours’ quaint 
Style living room. Local resi- 
“op into the gallery as they 
nit dogs. 
s Surrounding business 
‘ ‘ctly off the beaten track; 
. Buddhist centre next 
'NY exclusive restaurant, a 
pe gallery and a massage 
itle rm whole ambience of the 
USINESS centre, with its 
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Western-style facades, feels like 
some quirky remake of Fort Edmon- 
ton Park. 


EVEN THE CONCEPTION of the new 


gallery was something of a pioneer- 
ing dream instigated by Quigley. 

“He is an adventurous spirit,” 
remarks Tonkonogy, still awed by 
how fast the whole gallery came into 
being. Soon after she met Quigley 
(while doing a painting commis- 
sioned for his office) he asked her if 
she would be interested in managing 
a gallery. 

She was interested, of course, only 
there was no gallery, just a run down 
suite next door to his office. 
When Tonkonogy went to 
see the space she found her 
new boss on a ladder with a 
sledgehammer tearing down 
the walls, ceiling and ripping 
out wiring. 

“He was having so much 
fun,” she recalls. As she 
watched him punching away 
at the old plaster, she decid- 
ed to to join him. 

“It was wild,” she laughs » 
and explains that she had ~ 
never held a sledgehammer 
in her life before. 

Tonkonogy compares the 
whole process to giving 
birth. Creating the gallery 
was long, hard and she 
sometimes felt like she was 
going to die. 

“I can’t believe it,” she 
says smiling. “This gallery 
feels like a newbom, and [the open- 
ing] felt like it spoke its first words.” 

The hopes Tonkonogy has for her 
“newborn” are not unlike the big 
dreams a mother has for her child, 
either. She envisions the gallery as a 
public space, open to neighbours, to 
emerging artists, to talks and work- 
shops and anything else that would 
connect with the community. 

“People in Alberta don't seek this 
{art] out; it's unfamiliar and terrify- 
ing. People don’t know what to do 
once they get there,” she explains. 
But, she hopes that her little gallery 
can open doors and minds and in 
some small way change Albertans’ 
attitudes. 

That's one of the reasons 
Tonkonogy named the gallery the 
Portal Art Gallery. It’s like a passage, 
for herself, for Quigley, for the 
neighbourhood and for all the 
young emerging artists that she 
chose for the first show. 

“I am very green, as well as the 
space, as well as the artists,” she 
explains. “We don’t know what's on 
the other side, where the passage is 
leading. It will be a surprise.” w 
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From the Bodhi tree to Tibet, 
Buddhist trilogy enlightens 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@yueweekly.com 
[e hard to believe that the current 


Dali Lama is over 70 

years old and that the 
implications of his passing 
are beginning to weigh 
heavily on Tibetans and 
his supporters. 

After all, he has an otherworldly 
aura, and death seems somehow 
beyond him. 

Although we never meet him in 
Vajra Sky Over Tibet, his spirit— 
and the Buddhism he embodies—is 
heavily felt throughout. The docu- 
mentary by John Bush is the final 
instalment of the Yatra Trilogy—an 
exploration into Buddhism and 
how it has travelled from its birth 
in Southern Nepal and India— 
showing at Metro Cinema over the 
next 10 days. 

A healthy combination of histori- 
cal record and religious teaching, 
Vajra Sky takes its audience through 
Tibet, its colourful prayer flags juxta- 
posed against the grey-green majes- 
tic Himalayan vistas. But emanating 
from these flags and the prayer 
wheels laboured over by Tibetan 
nuns is the aching realization that 
we could be watching a culture fade 
into the historical ether, making us 
complicit to its demise. 

Unlike similar films on Tibet and 
its brand of Buddhism, however, 
Bush’s camera captures the com- 
plexity of the situation, right down to 
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| YATRA TRILOGY 
DIRECTED BY JOHN BUSH 
METRO CEMA $8 


the insidiousness of it. The din of 
thousands of tourists in Lhasa, 
Tibet's capital, melds into the chanti- 
ng of monks; hawkers sell smail 
brass Buddhas alongside busts of 
Mao Zedong; policemen sit smoking 
on plastic chairs in the middle of the 
street, in the middle of the throngs 
of people. Meanwhile, we are told 
that the population of Lhasa, the 
Spiritual centre of the country where 
the Jokhang Temple has seen | 500 
years of worship, is now made up of 
more Han Chinese than Tibetans 


BUSH ALSO TAKES us into the centre 


of the religion, using the symbolism 
in Tibetan art to explain the basic 
tenets of Buddhism. As we learn 
about the eight-fold path to enlight- 
enment, we see golden dharma 
wheels with eight spokes and man- 
delas with eight pedals 

According to Tibetan Buddhism, 
the higher lamas are “intentionally” 
reborn—meaning that they choose 
to reincarnate for the purpose of 
continuing on their teaching. So a 
few years after one dies, this lama, 
now a young boy, is sought out by 
his closest disciples. 

In 1995, after the Panchen Lama 


(directly under the Dali Lama in hier- 
archy) died, the Dali Lama 
announced that the Panchen 88d 
been reincarnated and was the six- 
year-old son of Tibetan nomads 
Chinese officials came in quickly 
after and took the entire family to 
Beijing. They have not been seen 
since, making this boy the youngest 
political prisoner in the world. The 
Chinese authorities replaced that 
boy with one of their choosing, and 
require that his picture is prominent- 
ly displayed 

Everybody knows that he is a pup- 
pet, but here's the thing. The Pan- 
shen Lama is responsible for the 
search for the new Dali Lama after 
the current one dies “= 

Even though the Chinese initially 
went in to “liberate” Tibet in 1949 
with guns ablazing, and even 
though there are still reports of tor- 
ture and unlawful confinement, it 
has been the act of cutting Tibetans 
off from their leaders that has had 
such a profoundly negative affect 
on their culture 

But Bush's film isn’t a simple 
polemic on the plight of Tibetans. In 
concert with the other two films in 
the trilogy, Dharma River: Journey of 
a Thousand Buddhas and Praj 
Earth: Journey into Sacred Nature, he 
takes us on a beautifully in-depth 
trip through Asia from which even 
the most seasoned traveller would 
learn. v 
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JOSEF BRAUN / josaf@vueweekly.com 


ore and more, as storytellers 
look to the past, 
what will strike 7 


them as so predominantly 
distinctive from our present 
is how much easier is was 
back then to get lost. 
creasingly, technology and territo- 
rial expansion conspire against our 
ability to leave our places of origin and 
never be found—whether we want to 
be found or not. Perhaps it seems per- 
verse, but I can’t help but think of this 
as an oppressive force against our 
compulsion to seek adventure. 

Screenwriter Elena Soarez surely 
had this in mind when she set House 
of Sand (Casa de Areia) in 1910 
(though the story stretches across 
many subsequent years). Filmed in 
Maranhao—in the north of Brazil 
with nothing but miles of white sand 
and open sea Surrounding it—this 

artling, resourceful, eerily beautiful 
film casts a mother and daughter 
into a nearly virginal desert with lit- 
tle hope of returning to their Rio de 
Janeiro home. 

When Aurea (Fernanda Torres) and 
her mother Maria (Fernanda Mon- 
tenegro) are dragged out into the 
desert by Aurea's much older hus- 
band, circumstances force the women 
to construct a home in this difficult 
landscape from almost nothing. It’s 
perfectly conceivable that they will 
never again see civilization: the inno- 
vations of transportation and commu- 
nication that might offer such 
salvation have yet to be sufficiently 
d@Boped, if not invented 

But these women and their off- 
spring will continue to live through a 


THIS ROCKS 


The Moviegoer finally earns his stripes .. 


THE MOVIEGOER 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 
moviegoet @yueweekly.com 


FLICKS 


lf | seem a little groggier than usual 
éxday—my skin perhaps a little paler, my 
eyes perhaps a little more bloodshot, my 
overall demeanour perhaps a little 
gloomier—| have an excellent explana- 
tion. Last week, | passed one of the ulti- 
mate film-critic rites of passage. | gave 
up most of my weekend to spend hour 
upon hour in the company of a dozen or 
so greasy-haired, middle-aged, alcoholic 
Hungarians and wandering the perpetual- 
ly muddy streets of their depressing rural 
village 
That's right, ladies and gentlemen: | 
have watched Satantango. 
‘Mention the title Sdtantango to a 
casual movie-watcher and you won't get 
much response (except maybe, “Wow, 
that word sure does contain a lot of 
accents”), but among the festival-going, 
cinématheque-attending elite of the film 
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HOUSE OF SAND 

DIRECTED BY ANORUCHA WADDINGTON 
WRITEN BY ELENA SOAREZ 

STARRING FERNANDA MONTENEGRO 
FERNANDA TORRES, SEU JORGE, AUY GUERRA 
METRO CINEMA, $8 
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century in which all these things will 
change; it’s just that these changes 
will only matter in places separated by 
what to them seems an unfathomable 
vastness (to us it would seem a mere 
finger-breadth on a map, easily tra- 


world, it's widely regarded as one of the 
great directorial achievements of the last 
25 years. 

The fact that it has been nearly impos- 
sible to see in Canada or the US outside 
of a handful of special museum screen- 
ings has only added to its allure. So has 
the austere stylistic rigour of director 
Béla Tarr, who constructs the film from a 
series of unusually long, impeccably cho- 
reographed single takes, his camera 
always on the prowl, exploring his dingy 
sets with one slow, patient lateral pan or 
track-in after another. 

Also, the film was shot in black and 
white. And it's in Hungarian. And it’s 
seven hours long. Seven and a half, 
including intermissions. 

Now, it’s not every moviegoer who 
willingly sits down to watch a seven-hour 
black-and-white Hungarian film—much 
less one that often seems hell-bent on 
trying your patience, pushing to see just 
how close to total stasis a film can get 
and still be called a “motion picture.” | 
have to admit, my eagerness to see 
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versed by any manner of vehicle). 
Thus a curious theme emerges in 
House of Sand, that of how the sea 
changes of history sometimes cause 
only a slight ripple in the lives of 
those whose immediate worlds are 
virtually indifferent to the advances of 
modern life we all take for granted. 
House of Sand is a philosophically 
playful film—those familiar with Italo 
Calvino’s novels will see a kinship— 
but it’s also grounded in some pretty 
fundamental building blocks of story: 
passion, need, romance, intuition, 
faith, sex and chance. And it’s one of 
those movies where everyone 


Satantango was probably motivated as 
much by dumb, masochistic pride as by 
my interest in the film's actual content. 
The moment after I'd absorbed the con- 
cluding image of Hour Seven—an 
extended shot of a fat, aging doctor labo- 
riously boarding up the window of his 
study— couldn't wait for the people at 
work to ask me how I'd spent my week- 
end. “| watched a seven-hour Hungarian 
movie!” I'd cry out. “Top that!” 


BUT MY PRIDE was undercut by the 
knowledge that I'd cheated a little. | had- 
n't watched Sdatdéntangé in one mammoth 
dose of concentrated bleakness, like 
you're supposed to; I'd actually split the 
experience up into three bite-sized ses- 
sions over Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
like a little kid divvying up the last Brus- 
sels sprout on his dinner plate. It felt 
more like watching three films instead of 
just one. And so, while two of the movies 
| watched were a little on the tedious 
side (albeit intentionally so), the second 
is one of the most amazing movies I've 
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ngton’s House of Sanc 
yersevere through unjust deserts — 


involved seems to bring their distinc- 
tive contribution to making the whole 
thing gel into something marvelous 
and rather haunting. 


BOTH ONSCREEN AND OFF, House of 


Sand is a family affair. Real-life moth- 
er and daughter Montenegro (Central 
Station) and Torres evoke spiritual and 
carnal endurance with weary charis- 
ma. Montenegro is matronly, but 
retains a diverting elegance in her 
gestures, conveying a lot of informa- 
tion through minimal movements 
(particularly the way she wears her 
spectacles). Torres, who is also the 


. sort of 


ever seen in my life. 

That's the segment that contains 
Sdtadntangdss three greatest sequences. In 
one, Tart’s camera follows the town doc- 
tor on an errand to the tavern to refill the 
gigantic flask of booze he keeps beside 
the chair he occupies all day long, spying 
on his neighbours. (His obesity turns this 
simple task into a quest as daunting as 
Frodo Baggins’s trek to Mount Doom.) In 
another, we watch a little girl play in a 
barn with her pet cat. The mood doesn't 
stay playful for long, though—eventually 
she feeds the animal rat poison and then 
carries its corpse through the rain to a 
secluded glade, where she commits sui- 
cide by eating some of the same poison 
herself. 

And in the third scene, Tarr shows us a 
group of about eight or nine villagers in 
the local pub. One of them is playing a 
catchy but maddeningly repetitive riff on 
the accordion, a couple more hit their 
tables with canes to keep time and two 
couples dance a clumsy shuffle on the 
floor while one guy stumbles around 


spouse of the film’s talent. 
Andrucha Waddington (ij. 
is lean, angular and stra 
geous. Both, drive the fil 
points, with Waddington's 
slight of hand allowing them to 
ally—inhabit different role, 

The spare setting and ; 
House of Sand inspire igo 
invention, Seemingly rising ing 
measure from Soarez' 4 
Waddington’s distinctive 
tion: a Monument to 3 Tong 
becomes a sort of tombstone 
tary jacket an amulet and the , 
mirror. The passage of years isa 
veyed through the movement of sq 
the living embody ghosts and 
fevered desires of on generalj 
become the obsolete dreams 
another. It sounds like a fairy tale 
plays out with a very adult very 
ical, sensual vitality. (Did | men 
the sex?) 

Certain sorts of movies are ma 
deserts. I think of Woman in 
Dunes, Walkabout and 
Maybe The Sheltering Sky fits in th 
too. Maybe Gerry. It’s a land cape lt 
seems to dictate certair 
Time just falls away out 
meaning disintegrate 
images of sand moving 
against more sand, evokes the slj 
page of time itself in that most sy 
bolic of time-keeping devices 

Everything that enters 
get swallowed up and, wel!, sand 
away. But House of Sand is tindh 
about persistence and curiosity, ang 
arrives at a slightly loopy bul 
pleasing ending that, in a tiny Wi 
defies its landscape with human spl 
and wonder. v 
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shoving everyone, and every Nov! 
then, another guy walks across the! 
with a stick of bread balanced 0 
forehead. 

This scene goes on for 
15 minutes—far, far past the point" 
you'd think any sane director wold 
it. Way farther. Like, three times a8 i 
ought to be unendurable (especial 
we've already watched this scent 
the perspective of the little a!" Yo 
paused to look through the Lavi 
dow on her way to killing herse!!) a” 
it's absolutely hypnotic. An’ ul 
moving and, in a word 
way, kind of profound 

I've described this scene!" 
but to my chagrin, ! always 9!” ye 
to explain why it affects ie 
and end up just making 4)" 
“And it just goes on like "6 
minutes! It's awesome! af 

But Sétantangé is aweso'" a 
were any shorter, it would be iyi 
some. No joke. Next stop: 9°" 
derplatz| w 
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EVE LILLEBUEN / steve@vueweekly.com 
young backpacker on a fun- 
in-the-sun holiday 

used to have few 


er, at most. THIS SUCKS 


How times have changed. These 
days, passports and credit cards are 
frequently stolen while organ 
ihieves, hungry for black market kid- 
neys, scour the hot spots for unsus- 
pecting tourists. 

These real-life holiday horror sto- 
lies are ripe material for a slasher 
llick, a genre of emerging back- 
packing-gone-wrong film adapta- 
lions that includes last year's Hostel 
and Wolf Creek. Director John 
Stockwell therefore tries his best to 
et up something spectacular in 
Turistas, but when it comes time to 
icliver to gory goods and the 
bloody bodies start piling up, the 
intire plot seems to crumble to 


Josh Duhamel stars as Alex, a 
uctant American traveller who 
bins his adventure-seeking sister 
£a (Olivia Wilde) and her best- 
end Amy (Beau Garrett) on a trip 
‘und Brazil. When their speeding 
ls takes @ tumble down the moun- 
ait, they make friends with the 
“st Stranded backpackers, includ- 
ng the likes of witty Londoner Finn 
3 ay Askew) and an Australian 
hed Pru (Melissa George), whose 
lee of Portuguese saves the 
4 a having to Tely on too many 


‘ a they drink and dance their 


n  etriends them, convincing the 
'o take refuge at his Uncle 


Backpackers (and viewers) 
better off staying home 


NOW PLAYING 


DIRECTED BY JOHN STOCKWELL 

WRITTEN BY MICHAEL ROSS 

STARRING JOSH DUHAMEL, OLIVIA WILDE, 
MELISSA GEORGE 


Zamora’s (Miguel Lunardi) cabin!” 


IT’S HERE THAT the old adage “trust 


no one” crosses their minds a bit too 
late; Zamora arrives by helicopter 
with a gang of thugs, bent on carving 
them up for their precious organs 
while they try to stage their great 
escape. 

Stockwell’s (Blue Crush, Into the 
Blue) directing talents fall far too 
short here, his penchant for bikinis 
and beaches adding only gratuitous 
shots of naked tits to the gorefest 
that’s supposed to take over the last 
half of the film. Instead of endless 
shots of violence, we're treated to a 
confusing action sequence that 
sends the cast swimming through an 
underground cavern of caves and 
rivers, all the while being hunted by 
the gringo-hating organ thieves. 

The set up, despite typical prob- 
lems in attempting realism, is actual- 
ly forgivable. When these laughable 
elements start popping up in the sec- 
ond half of the film, however, you 
begin to wonder why these back- 
packers didn’t bother calling the 
American Embassy at some point. 
Not a lot of thought has been put 
into fine-tuning the film. 

Fans of this genre are going to be 
disappointed. The studio is claiming 
that this is the first Hollywood film 
shot entirely in Brazil—which feels 
like an insult to this beautiful coun- 
try. And there's just too little pay off 
for the kind of bloodshed theses 
types of films are supposed to pre- 
scribe. v 
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Taj releases obligatory dog semen 
before falling flat 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
he original Van Wilder made 
an unlikely star 


out of Canadian & 


Ryan Reynolds and inad- 

vertently helped establish 

a name for Kal Penn, THSSUCKS 
Since Harold & Kumar, Penn has 
developed a following of his own 
and has been recalled by the Nation- 
al Lampoon franchise to make 
National Lampoon’s Van Wilder: 
The Rise of Taj. 

For those who don’t remember, 
Taj Mahal Badalandabad was Van 
Wilder's East Indian protégé. He is 
the only relation this contrived 
“sequel” has to its predecessor— 
well, besides the title and a dog with 
monstrously large testicles. 

Four years later, Taj has trans- 
ferred to England’s Camford Univer- 
sity to follow Van Wilder's legacy 
and start his own binge drinking 
movement. 

Taj is accepted into the presti- 
gious Fox & Hounds frat house, but 
due to an alleged typographical error 
in his acceptance letter, he is kicked 
out by the pompous English resi- 
dents. They banish him to a dilapi- 
dated barn which, overnight, he 
renovates to become a funhouse. 

Already living there are four out- 
casts: a nerd, a whore, an Irishman 
and a dude who never says a word. 
Together they develop their own frat 
house, “Cock & Bulls.” 

Sadie (Holly Davidson), the 
whore, isn’t so much a woman as 
she is a push-up bra and orifice. In 
fact, not a single woman in this film 
goes unexploited. Even Charlotte 
(Lauren Cohen), the “smart girl,” is 
too stupid to realize her boyfriend is 
a worthless prick. But that’s why Taj 
is here, to show her what a good 
bloke looks like. 

Trying to obtain a doctorate 
degree in who-knows-what, Taj 
spends very little time in classes. His 
schedule is so flexible that he can 
engage in various activities where 
the Bulls and Hounds compete for 
superiority points. 


NOW, 1 NEVER laughed at the first Van 
Wilder, but that’s my prerogative. An 
alarming number of people consider 
it funny, hence the pseudo-sequel. 
But | do know what makes comedy: 


HOW PLAYING 
NATIONAL LAMPOON'S 
VAN WILDER: 


THE RISE OF THE TAJ 
DVRECTED BY MOR NATHAN 

WAITEN BY DAD ORE GALLAGHER, 
BRENY GOLOBERG, AMO WAGNER 
STARRING KAL PEN, LAUREN COHAN 
GLEN BARRY, DANIEL PERIVAL 


COMEDY 


expectation, timing, and delivery. 

Taj botches all of its own jokes by 
allowing the audience to always be 
10 steps ahead. If a woman is giving 
fellatio with hot sauce, what do you 
think is going to happen? Instead of 
just delivering the punch, it waffles 


Wouldn't you prefer 


we had your back? 


$6] = 


including GST between Edmonton and Calgary 


Ask about our special discounts 
and ticket packs 


led row 


qioter cooch caucany | 


around until its runtime meets 
MPAA standards 

The film will further disappoint its 
fans with its comparative tameness 
The original pushed boundaries 
beyond our imaginations, which is 
probably why it was a hit in the first 
place. But even Taj’s tokengog 
semen scene is lightweight com- 
pared to its big brother's 

Which brings me te this: when are 
the semen jokes going ta end? Some- 
thing About Mary did it and now Holly- 
wood has carte blanche tc exploit any 
mammal for its spermatozoa. How far 
will they go? To find out, we might 
have to stick around until one of Taj’s 
protegeés gets his own movie. w 
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<A SHIMMERING MASTERWORK. 
Profoundly moving. ‘The House of Sand’ succeeds 
magnificently in transporting the viewer to a 
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Jan Stuart, NEWSDAY 
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Holiday has shiny, happy peoplc 
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TYSON KABAN / tyson@vueweekly.com 
here's a lot you're going to 
have to swallow to 


enjoy the routine trip & 


that is The Holiday. if you 

can believe that Jude Law 

is an attractive, charismatic THIS SUCKS 
father of two precocious young girls 
who hasn’t shtupped the nanny, that a 
woman as seductively gorgeous as 
Kate Winslet can’t do any better in the 
boyfriend department than the funny 
fat guy who bares more than a pass- 
ing resemblance to Rosie O'Donnell, 
and that Cameron Diaz is, well, lik- 
able, then this masterpiece in manip- 
ulative chick-flickage just might be 
the ticket for you the next time you're 
flying solo on date night. 

From Nancy Meyers, the 
writer/director behind Something’s 
Gotta Give and What Women Want, 
The Holiday is just more of the same: a 
romantic comedy based around a 
seemingly novel concept that has 
enough potential for romantically 
comedic mishaps and positive lessons 
in female self-esteem to fill two hours 
worth of celluloid. 

In this case, two sassy, sexy sin- 
gles, both at a crossroads in their 
love-lives, meet on a house 
exchange website and decide to 
swap homes for a couple of weeks 
over Christmas. Iris (Kate Winslet) is 
a depressed wedding announcement 
writer who's been used up one too 
many times by her cad of a colleague 
Jasper (Rufus Sewell), and Amanda is 
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a neurotic movie trailer editor in LA 
who's long-term beau (Ed Burns) has 
just cheated on her. Leaving their 
messes behind, Iris gets Amanda’s 
enormous, chic So-Cal palace and 
Amanda gets Iris’s quaint, brick cot- 
tage in the middle of a farmer's field 
outside of London. 

After the culture-shock wears off, 
both women hop back on the man- 
train. Iris gets involved—platonical- 
ly—with an elderly retired 
screenwriter named Arthur Abbot (Eli 
Wallach), who's about 90-years-old, 
and—not as platonically—with Miles 
(jack Black) a porky film composer. 
Amanda, well, she gets Iris’s shiny 
older brother Graham (Jude Law). It 
only takes a week for both ladies to 
change their tune about life and love 
and how they really feel about them- 
selves, and their respective story arcs 
reach their peaks on the last day of 
their holiday that, yes, change their 
lives for the better, forever! 


OH YEAH. THERE'S also a couple of 
unexpected cameos that were some- 
what interesting. | won't say who, but 
one’s in the Spiderman movies, one 


DEC 21ST 7:00pm - 10:00pm 


learn how to 


use fava’s most 


obscure-and mysterious machine 


FAVA IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, ARTIST RUN RESOURCE CENTRE FOR INDEPENDENT mr 
E: 


P: 780.429.1671 


W: WWW.FAVA.CA 


DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13, 2006 


FILM 


OPENS FA, DEC 


THE HOLIDAY 

DIRECTED BY NANCY MEYERS 
WRITTEN BY NANCY MEYERS 
STARRING KATEWINSEY, AMER 
AUDE LA, JACK BLACK 


ROM-COM 


won an Oscar for Rain Man and on 
may have a firecrotch, depending a 
who you talk to 

I will concede that 
the helm, the intelligence level of lig 
film is raised a bit, and there's oll 
ously more structure and polish (ial 
your even more run-of-the-mill rom 
coms. But the lamest part of movléy 
like The Holiday, has got to be the 
oh-so convenient happy endings 
Everyone gets togethe! 
they're supposed to and y 
forced to believe thal 1! 
Sailing with no sign of trou 
into the future 

Where's the flash-forward (0 ‘ 
five, 10 years later so thal 
really be sure of the happy “" 
we're supposed to choke I : : 
Just another tidy ending !0' anouls 
tidy movie that will prob 
even tidier sum at the box office ¥ 


with Meyers 


ible Wal 


ably make 


FILM AND VIDEO Af 


NFO@F* A 


¥PTO Rudy Youngblood, Dalia 
{ez and Jonathan Brewer star in 
jon of the Christ director Mel 
‘drama about the decline of the 
empire and what its people do to 


n 


Leonardo DiCaprio, Jen- 
onnelly and Djimon Hounsou star in 
Samurai director Edward Zwick’s 
my about three men who match wits to 
sss a priceless diamond. 


AND THE FIRE HORSE Vivian Wu, 

she Kut and Hollie Lo star in Three 

vs on Moon Lake director Julia 
sdrama about a young girl who 
make sense of Catholicism from 

Monfucian and Buddhist perspectives 

she’s growing up with, Read Steve 

huen’s review at vueweekly.com/arti- 

iefault.aspx?i=4100 STANLEY A MILNER 

n WEO, DEC 13 (7 PA) 


HOLIDAY Cameron Diaz, Kate 
islet, Jude Law and Jack Black star in 
thing's Gotta Give director Nancy 
s's romantic comedy about two 
fj who swap homes in different 
itries and meet the men of their 
s. Read Tyson Kaban’s review on 
152. 


SE OF SAND Fernanda Montenegro, 
manda Torres and Ruy Guerra star in 
You Them director Andrucha 

iddington's drama about a city women 
O moves to a desert town with her 
band, only to spend years trying to 

pe it. Read Joseph Braun's review on 
pe 50. LEIDER HALL THE CITADEL; FA, DEC 8 & SUN, 
IN(3 PM); SAT, DEC 9 & MON, DEG 11 (6:45 PM) 


RA TRILOGY Director John Bush 

Bs his audience on a visual journey to 
ed spiritual Buddhist sites in Asia, 
byering some of the religion's history 
iiystery. Dharma River: Journey of a 
usand Buddhas FAI, DEC 18 &WED, DEC 13 (7 
MON, DEC TT & SAT, OFC 16 (9 PM): Prajna Earth: 
imey into Sacred Nature SAV, DEC9 &WED, 
(37H), TUE, DEC 12.8 SUN, DEC 17 (7 PM); Vajra 
Over Tibet SUN, DEL 10 & FAIL, DEC 15 (7 PM) TUE, 
HIGH OEE 18(9 PM) Read Carolyn 

buyin s review of Vajra Sky Over Tibet 
page 49. ZEIDLEA HALL: THE CITADEL 


UCOMPANIED MINORS Lewis Black. 
ier Valderrama and Tyler James 
vas star in Arrested Development 
Hot Paul Feig’s comedy about a six 


0 are snawbound in an airport 
hristmas, 


FRI, DEC 8-THU, DEC 14, 2006 


_— “~~ ’ ‘ 
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All showtimes are subject to at any time. 
Paced corlactiweretrcemcicn 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
8094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


STRANGER THAN FICTION ( PG) Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Sun 
130; Sun-Thu 8:00. 


prec) Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:30; Sun-Thu 
00 


Jasper Film Club presents: icing Alone for Thousands of 
‘Miles; Dec. 7 


Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5481 
FLICKA (G) Sat Sun 11:00; Daly 1:50, 4:25, 7:20, 9:40; Fri Sat 
late show 12:05 
LET'S GO TO PRISON (144, coarse language) Sat Sun 11:35; 
Dally 2.05, 4:55, 7:40, 9:55; Fri Sat late show 11:50 
THE RETURN (14A. frightening soenes, violence) Sat Sun 
11:30; Dally 2:00, 4;10, 725, 10:05; Fri Sat late show 12:15 
OPERATION STORM BREAKER (PG, violence) Sat Sun11:15; 
Dally 1:30, 7:15 
HARSH TIMES (1A) Sat Sun; 11:25; Dally 1:55, 4:15, 7:00, 
9:25 Fri-Sat late show 11:25 
THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not recommended for 
young chidren) Daily 1:25, 4:25, 7:35; Fri Sat lata show 10:55 


OPEN SEASON (GQ) Sat Sun 11:00; Dally 1:10, 3:10, 5:00, 
7:10, 9:25; Fri Sat late show 11:40; Kids Kabin Fever: Dec. 14, 
4:10 

LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (14A coarse language, mature 
themes) Sat Sun 11:25; Daly 2:10, 435, 7:05, 9:45; Fri Sat late 
show 12:00 


EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH (PG, coarse language) Dally 
4/40, 10:00; Fri Sat late show 12:10 


THE MARINE (14A, violence) Sat Sun 11:10; Daly 1:45, 4:30, 
7:05, 9:30; Fri Sat late show 11:45 


THE ILLUSIONIST (PG, mature themes) Sat Sun 11:20; Daily 
1:40, 4:05, 6:50, 9:35; Fri Sat late show 11:55 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Sat Sun 11:05; Daily 1:35, 
400, 6:55, 9:20; Fri Sat late show 11:45 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young children) Dally 
1:20, 4:20, 7:30, Fri Sat late show 10:50 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


FLICKA (G) Sat Sun 11:25; Daily 1:45, 4:35, 6:55, 9:15; Fri Sat 
late show 11:20 


LET'S GO TO PRISON (144A, coarse language) Sat Sunt 1:05; 
Daily 1:30, 4:20, 7:25, 9:40; Fri Sat late show 11:50 


THE RETURN (114A. frightening scenes, violence) Sat Sun 
11:30; Daly 2:05, 4:50, 7:35, 9:35; Fri Sat late show 11:30, - 


OPERATION STORM BREAKER (PG, violence) Sat Sun 
11:35; Daily 1:50, 4:25, 650 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not recommended for 
young children} Daily 1:05, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 


OPEN SEASON (G) Sat Sun 11.20; Dally 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 
7.05, 9:10; Fri Sat late show 11:15 Kids Kabin Fever: Dec. 14 
110 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (14A. coarse language, mature 
themes) Daily 1:25, 9:20; Fri Sat late show 11:35 


THE GRUDGE 2 (144. frightening scenes) Sat Sun 11:10; Daily 
1:40, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45) Fri Sat fate show 11:55 


EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH (PG, coarse lenguege) Sat Sun 
11,00; Daily 2:00, 4:45, 7:10, 9:25; Fri Sal late show 11/40 


THE MARINE (144. violence) Sat Sun 11:40; Daly 2:10, 4:55, 
7-40, 9:55; Fri Sat late show 12:00 


THE ILLUSIONIST (PG, mature themes) Sal Sun 11:15; Dally 
4:30, 7:00 


‘THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Sat Sun 11:05; Dally 1:55, 
4:40, 7:20, 9:50, Fi Sat late show 12:05 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG, 
frightening scanes, not recommended tor young children) Daily 
1:00, 4:15, 7:30; Fri Sat late show 10:40 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS (PG, coarse lanquage, not recormmend- 
‘ed for young children) Daily 9:30; Fi Sat tte show 11:55 


CITY CENTRE 9 
10200-102 Ave 421-7020 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence. disturbing content) Daly 
12:15, 3:25, 7:00, 10:00 


APOCALYPTO (14A. gory scenes, brutal Violence) Daily 12:20, 
3:35, 6:50, 9:50 


DEJA VU (14A) Daily 12:30, 3:45, 7:10, 10:05 
CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Dally 12.00, 3:15, 630, 940 


TURISTAS (184, brutal viclence, gory scenes) Daily 1:10, 4:00. 
7.30, 10;10 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daly 12:50, 245 
STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Daty 6:90, 9:15 

BORAT (144, coares language, sexual content, crude content, 
not recommended for chikiren) Daty 1:00, 3:50, 7:40, 10:15 
THE HOLIDAY (PG. not recommended for chikirer)) Dally 12:10, 
3:20, 6:40, 9:45 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fri-Tue Thu 12:40, 3.10, 6:35, 
9:25; Wed 12:40, 3:10, 9:25 


4211-139 Ave. 472-7600 


APOCALYPTO (1:4, gory scenes, brutal vicenoe) Fri 12:50, 
3.45, G50, 9:40, Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:45, 6:50, 9:40; Mon-Tha 
9:45, 650, 9:35 


iat 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Fri 12:45, 3:40, 6:35, 9:35, 
Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:40, 6:35, 9:35; Mon-Thu 3:40, 6:30, 920 


BORAT (144, coarse language. sexual content, crude content 

not recommended for children) Fri 1:15, 3:10, 5:05, 7:20, 9:15; 

Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:10, 5:05, 7:20, 9:15; Mon-Thu 4:35, 7:20, 9:15 
BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, violence, disturbing content) Fri 


12:40, 3:30, 6:40, 920; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:30, 6:40, 9:30; Mon- 
Thu 3:50, 6:40, 9:25 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Fri 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:10, 
920; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:10, 9:20; Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:10, 
9:10 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommendad for chikiren) Fri 1:20, 
4:10, 7:00, 9:50; Sat-Sun 120, 4:10, 7:00, 9:50; Mon-Thu 4:00, 
645, 9:30 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fil 1:40, 4:00, 6:90, 9:00; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:00, 
6:30, 9:00; Mon-Thu 4:05, 6:35, 9:00 


DEJA VU (14A) Fri 1:10, 3:50, 6:45, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 
6:45, 9:25; Mon-Thu 4:00, 7:00, 9:40. 


NATIONAL LAMPOON'S VAN WILDER: THE RISE OF TAJ 
(144A, sexual content, crude content) Fri 7°30, 10:00; Sat-Sun 
7:30, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:20 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (G) Fri 
12:35, 2:50, 4:55, Sat-Sun 12:35, 2:50, 4:55; Mon-Thu 4:55 


TURISTAS (18,4, brutal violence, gory scenes) Fri 9:45; Sat-Thu 
9:45 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fri 1:50, 4:30, 7:15; Sat-Sun 1:50, 
430, 7:15; Mon-Thu 4:30, 7:15. 


GALAXY CINEMAS-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, violence, disturbing content) Fri 3:40, 
7.00, 9:55; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:40, 7:00, 9:55; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:55 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for chadiren) Fri 3.45, 
6:50, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:35, 3:45, 6:50, 9:50; Mon-Thu 6:50, 
9:50. 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Fri 3:05, 7-10, 9:35; Sat-Sun 
12:45, 3:05, 7:10, 9735; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:35 


APOCALYPTO (144, gory scenes, brutal Violence) Fri 4:20, 
7:20, 10:05; Sat-Sun 12:50, 4:20, 7:20, 10:05; Mon-Thu 720, 
10,05 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fi 3:50, 6:20, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:20, 
3:50, 6:20, 8:15; Mon-Thu 6:20, 9:15 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Fii 4:10, 6:40; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:10, 
6:40; Mon-Thu 6:40. 


DEJA VU (14A) Fri 3:15, 7:15, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12:20, 3:15, 
7:15, 10:15; Mon Wed-Thu 7:15, 10:15; Tue 10:15 


CASINO ROYALE (144, violence) Fri 3:30, 6:45, 10:10; Sat 
‘Sun 12:15, 3/80, 6:45, 10;10; Mon-Thu 6:45, 10:10 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri 4:00, 6:30, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 6:30, 
9:30; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:30 


BORAT (14A, coarse language, sexual content, crude content 
fot recommended for children) Daily 9:40 


‘STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Daily 9:45. 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE ((3) Fri 4:30, 
7:05; Sat-Sun 1:25, 4:30, 7:05; Mon-Thu 7:05 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS NASHVILLE (CLaseification 
not available) Tue 6:00 


8712-109 St. 433-0728 
THE QUEEN (PG) Daly 7:00 9.00; Sal-Sun 2.00 


GATEWAY 8 
2250 Calaary Trail, 436-6977 


THE FOUNTAIN (144) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45, 940, Sat-Sun 1:50, 
405, 6:45, &40 


BAABUL (STG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:30, 8:45; Sat-Sun 3:30, 6:90, 
B45 

FLUSHED AWAY (Gj Fri Mon-Thu 7:10; Sat-Sun 1:40, 2:45, 
70 

EK JIND EK JAAN (PG) Dally 9:10 


THE DEPARTED (184, coarse language, violenae) FriMon-Tha 
7.30, Sat-Sun 1:10, 425, 7-30 


FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:50; Sat 
Sun 4:45, 3:50, 6:50 . 


FLAGS OF OUR FATHERS (148, gory scares) Daly 9:00 


BABEL (144. mature themes, not recommended for chitdren) Fri 
Mon-Thu 7:20; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:15, 720 


THE PRESTIGE (14A) Fri Mon-Thu 6:35, 9:20: Sat-Sun 1:00. 
3:40, 635, 9:20 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:39, 4,00, 
7:00, 930 


RANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert. 
458-9622 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Dally 1:20, 3:15, 5:25, 7 15, 
9:10 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Dally 8:55 


‘SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (() Daily 1:05, 
3:00, 6:05, 7:00 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommenced for young chitcren) Daty 
1:90, 4:05, 6:45, 9:15 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daly 1255, 3:05, 5°15, 725, 930 
CASINO ROYALE (144. viciencs) Dally 1:05, 3.45, 6:90, 9:05 


paige a) MINORS (G) Dally 7:10, 9:15; Sat-Sun 
110325 


HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:35 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for chikdren) Day 7:00, 
9:35; Sat-Sun 1:05, 340 


(CASINO ROYAL (14A., violence) Dally 6:50, 9°35; Sat Sun 1:00, 
3:40, 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
‘Camrose, 780-609-2144 
CASINO ROYALE (14, viclenoe) Daly 6:45 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:50 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young children) Daily 
6:50 9:15; Sat, Sun 1:55. 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 6°55 9:10; Sat, Sun 2:00 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Dally 7:05 9:05; Sat, Sun 
2:10 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Dally 7:00 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:05 


|_ MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA-SPRUCE GROVE | LANTERN CINEMA-SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St. Spruce Grove 972-2332. 


THE SANTA CLAUSE & THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (G) Daly 
7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 1:00. 3,00 


METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
VAJRA SKY OVER TIBET (STC) Sun 7:00 Tus 9:00 


DHARMA RIVER: JOURNEY OF A THOUSAND BUDDHAS: 
(STO) Fri Wed 7:00 Mon 9:00 


HOUSE OF SAND (CASA DE AREIA) (STC) Fri Sun 9:00 Sat 
Mon 6:45 


PRAJNA EARTH: JOURNEY INTO SACRED NATURE (STC) 
Sal Wed 9:00 Tue 7:00 


'B4MD: BEFORE THE MUSIC DIES (STC) Thu 9:00 


NEW WEST MALL 8 
8982-170 St, 444-1829 
FLICKA (G) Fri 420, 720; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:20, 7:20; Mon-Thu 
720 


RUNNING WITH SCISSORS (14, mature thernes, coarse lar- 
guage) Fri 4:00, 6:45, 9:55; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:00, 6:45, 955: 
Mon-Thu 645, 9°55 


LET'S GO TO PRISON (14A, coarse langus 
9:30; Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7 


114.45, 7-15 
15,930 
OPEN SEASON (G} Fri 4:30, 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1145, 4°30, 
7:00, 920; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:20 

THE ILLUSIONIST (PG, mature themes) Fri 4:10, 6:59, 9:45 
Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 650, 9:45; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:45 


JET LI'S FEARLESS (PG, Violence, not recommended for 
young children) Fri-Sun 3:50, 9:15; Mon-Thu 9:15 


CATCH A FIRE (1.44, vidlenee, mature themes) Dally 9:50 
MAN OF THE YEAR (PG, coarse language) Fri Mon-Thu 6:20; 
Sat-Sun 1:10, 6:30 


EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH (PG, coarse language) Fr 4/15 
7:10, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:15, 7:10, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:10, 
10:00 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language. not recommended “or 
young chikiren) Fil 3:45, 6:40. 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:00, 345, 6:40. 
9:40; Mon-Thu 6:40, 8:40 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231.137th Avonue, 780-732-2223 


THE HOLIDAY (PG. pot recommended for you 
Mon Wed-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:05; Tue 41 
Star and Strosors screening: Tue 1:00 


APOCALYPTO (144, gory scenes, brutal violenca) Daly 12-20, 
3:40, 6:45, 850 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144. vi 
12:40, 3:50, 7-10, 10:20 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (5) Daily 12:00, 2.10, 4:90, 6:50, 
9:10 


“a, disturbing content) Daily 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Daly 12:45, 390, 640, 200 
TURISTAS (1A, brutal Wolenoe, gory Scenes} Daily 10:40 


NATIONAL LAMPOON'S VAN WILDER: THE RISE OF TAJ 
(14A, sezciel Content, crude content) Davy 1240, 4:40, 7:50. 


1025 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Daty | 0, S10. 7:45 
DEJA VU (1 4A) Dally 1.90, 4:20. 71 


CASINO ROYALE (14A. vickeree) Fri-Sun 12:10, 1 
4:10, 6:30, 720, 9:45, 10.25; Mon-Thu 12:10, 1250, 320 
410, 630, 800, 9.45 

HAPPY FEET (G3) Diity 115° 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG} Fr Mon Vled- Thu: 1.20, 
4:15, 7:40, 10:15; Tue 120, 10:15 


10:10 


3120, 


5.00, 7-20, 10:00 


BORAT (14A, coarse lenguage. sexual content, crude content, 
not recommunded for chiidren) F-Tue Thu 1:10, 3:10, 5-20, 
8:00, 10:30; Wed 1:10, 3:10, 10:30 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (Gj) Dally 
12:15, 2:30, 4:50, 725, 9:40 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS NASHVILLE (Cassiicabion not 
avatable} Tus 6:00 


MANUFACTURED LANDSCAPES (G) Daily 7:00; Sat-Sun 
100 


THE U.S. VERSUS JOHN LENNON (PG, visienoe) Daly 110. 
Sat-Sun 1:90 


BABEL (14), mature Thaenes, not recommended for chvcrert) 


hae -, " 
SBSSSSSSS ESSERE ES 


Daly 9:10; Sat-Sun 3:40 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (144, coarse language, mature 
themes} Day 9:00, Sat-Sun 3:00 


WEM, 6852-170 St, 444-2400 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144. Violence, disturbing conten. 
Daly 12:25, 3:45, 7:00, 10:10 


‘ob 


(CASINO ROYALE (144 Violence, Digits 
650, 1020 


APOCALYPTO 
12.10, 330, 7:1 


gory scenes, brutal vielence, Digi 
1020 - 

THE HOLIDAY (PS, not recommendiad for young children 
Oigtal) Dally 12°35, 3:50, 7:10, 10.25 


HAPPY FEET: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (G, Digi: 
Sun 11;30/2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 930; Mon-Tus Thu 2:00, 
7,00, 9:30; Wed 2:00, 4:20, 9:30 


BORAT (144, coarse language, sana 


DEJA VU (144, Digtal Fit 
Tue 1230, 320, 7:20, 10:15. 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG, Digital) Daly 12:20 
45, 


HAPPY FEET (G, Dogital) Dally 12:45, 3: 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G, Digital) Dally 11:40, 220 


4:40, 7:25, 2:50 


NATIONAL LAMPOON'S VAN WILDER: THE RISE OF TAJ 
(144, sexual content, crude content, Digital) Dally 12:05, 235 
4:50, 735, 10:00 


THE PRESTIGE (144. Digits!) Daly 9:35 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (G. Digts) 
Daily 11:50, 210, 4:35, 7:05 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG. Digital Fri-Mon Wed-Th 2 
3:25, 6:40, 10:05; Tue 325, 10:05 


DECK THE HALLS (PG, (otal) Daly 11:45 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS NASHVILLE (Clas 
available, Digital) Tue 6:00 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 S\. 496-8585 
THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young chiidn 
Mon WeetThu 12:10, 3:30, 6:45, 10,00; Tue 3:30, 6:45, 10:00 
Star and Strollers Screening: Tus 1:00 
APOCALYPTO (144A, gory scenes, brutal viokence) Dally 12:45 
4,00, 7.15, 1020 


BLOOD DIAMOND (1 4A. ylence 
12:20, 3:40, 7:00. 10:15 


disturbing content) D 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Daly 12:40. 5:10, 730, 
9:40 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Daly 1:40, 4.10 


TURISTAS (184. brutal Violence, gory seanes) Dally 10:45 


NATIONAL LAMPOON'S VAN WILDER: THE RISE OF TAJ 
(144, sexu content. crud conten) Daly 2°00, 4:45, 7240, sam. 
1030 


TENACIOUS D IN: THE PICK OF DESTINY (148. crux soa 


al anguage, Substance abuse) Daly 10:40 


BOBBY (144) Fri-Sun Toe Thu 1:20, 42 
120, 4 


DHOOM 2 PG, volere xf) Ooaly 1 
DEJA vu (144) 0 0.4 10, 10.0 

DECK THE HALLS (PG) [ 10,590, 750 
CASINO ROYALE ‘ hu 12:00, 31 


10, 815, 245; M 00, 215, &1 
HAPPY FEET (G) Davy 1 "1 20, 6:40, 920 
STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Daly 1:50, 4:40, ( 


BORAT (14A sal cont fe 
4 recommended Fri i 34 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (6) 3: 
1:19, 0,2 
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Sun 12 
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Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1 
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HAPPY FEET (G) Fn M 
THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fr 


| _ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


(1) 780-352-3922 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS aly 7:1 
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2:35; Sat-Sun 1:05, 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Davy 7:00. 9:25 
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th O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
yhelieve the first line was, ‘Let's 
face itthe Junos are absolutely 
mn 
ly Campbell retains much of 
t of his homeland—despite 
been a fixture on the Canadian 
cene as a writer and supporter 
the 1970s—with its peculiar 
sh quality of seeming simultane- 
acerbic and utterly congenial. 
npbell’s credibility as a critical 
led to the 1999 founding of his 
regarded, folk-devoted magazine 
yin Eggs (presumably named 
album released by British 
s revivalist Nic Jones, whose 
career was abruptly interrupted 
serious accident). The Edmon- 
sed, nationally focused publica- 
ays a role in knitting the folk, 
land roots community together 
oast to coast, and Campbell’s 
rials often reflect concerns of 
jsiasts and artists. 
Dt to slag the Junos,” he adds, 
y. The bee in Campbell's editorial 
in this particular issue of Pen- 
ges wasn't directed at the con- 
if the Canadian institution, but 
it at What was missing from 
awards: the recognition of the 
ss and diversity of what Camp- 
long with many of the genre’s 
iioners and appreciators, feels is 
lining and seminal music of our 
y—tolk. 
Ik music is thought of as obso- 
and from the ‘60s,” notes 
ona Kish, half of the core song- 
5 cam for DiggingRoots. “But 
Ws ‘of the people’—of the cul- 
the land, grassroots. | think it’s 
y Sexy and cutting edge. Main- 
doesn’t see it that way, and 
© missing the point: all popular 
Music is informed by folk.” 
Northern Ontario-based band 


Aworth, host of the program Folk 
bon the CKUA Radio Network 
VS 4-6 pm), insists, “Really, the 
thing to punk is folk music.” 

l@ some of his picks from the 
ee ae! as nominees and 
~». 28 Well as his take on a few 

inated ale 


NO 


4 Bt Live at Longview (per- 
yson on his home turf sur- 


pu aly friends, sharing 
Sone "gs: He is the most open 
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reabsorbs and transforms this breadth 
of influence by dropping literate, 
uncompromising and sharp lyrics 
over music that freely pilfers from 
every branch of the aural history tree, 
from hip hop and jazz to regional 
reels and First Nations cyclic rhythms. 


THE MCDADES, an erstwhile “family 


band” with members who split their 
time between Edmonton and Mon- 
tréal, seem to likewise operate as a 
living encyclopedia of collective musi- 
cal memory, fattening up their cre- 
ations with notions from a grab bag of 
tricks that encompasses the sonic 
realms of Celtic, Middle Eastern, 
improvisational jazz, Western classi- 
cal, vintage pop, traditional and pro- 
gressive folk and even some indie 
miscellanea. 

“People ask, ‘what kind of music do 
you play?’, and it’s tricky to tell. Inclu- 
siveness folk?” suggests fiddler Shan- 
non Johnson, the eldest of the trio of 
siblings in the group. “Folk is definite- 
ly more diverse than most people 
think it is. Not just singer-songwrit- 
ers! For us, it’s the place we focus our 
creativity on because with the songs 
we're writing, we want the widest 
possible latitude. Folk is an outlet to 
create in the way that we want to, in 
a way that’s boundary-less.” 

Québécois folk veteran Claude 
Méthé agrees that modern folk has a 
magnificent sweep of sound unri- 
valled by other genres. A self-taught 
fiddler who has appeared on many 
records as part of a group or as a sup- 
porting guest, he released his debut 
solo album this year. Méthé admits 


sten Deeper 


Connie Kaldor, Viny! Songbook (co- 
host). “She’s a consummate entertainer 
with a great sense of place, scene and 
setting. Her powerful voice and emotive 
spirit take you on a reflective journey. 
This is a compilation of her early 
teleases.” 


The Bills, All Day Every Day (pertormer 
& house band). “A little Django, country 
four-part harmonies, stunningly brilliant 
arrangements—these guys are just plain 
Toots fun. They take acoustic music to a 
new level of creativity.” 


NATHAN /56 (SRM | 


BE GOOD TANYAS / 63 


DEAD CITY SERPENTS / 65 Seem 


that although traditional songs are 
points of departure for his self-expres- 
sion, he gets bored if he can't follow 
his muse down wilder paths. 

“If we want to be alive, we have to 
move forward,” Méthé explains care- 


Jim Byrnes, House of Refuge (nominee). 
"Byrnes’ voice digs deeper than ever in 
his career to create (with producer {and 
fellow nominee] Steve Dawson) an ambi- 
ent blues gospel album. The blues of sin 
and loss and the spirit of hope, mixed 
with the glory and joy of redemption ... 
it's all here.” 


James Keelaghan, A Few Simple Vers- 
es (nominee). “He has a career of excel- 
lent recordings, but this is so heartfelt, 
showing his music has a history and tra- 
dition that is part of his ‘folk routes’. 


ON THE COVER 


fully in his French-inflected English. “I 
love the traditional tunes, but there’s 
a side of me that wants to explore 
more, and always wants to create 
new tunes.” 


Corb Lund, $5 Bill (nominee). “This is 
the one that made him. After rockin’ it 
up, he found his groove and locked in his 
alt-folk roots sound. Careful—there are 
real thoughts in them drinkin’ and 
carousin’ prairie boys.” 


Bruce Cockburn, Breakfast in New 
Orleans... Dinner in Timbuktu (nominee). 

“My favorite from a career of classic folk 
albums with politically charged commen- 
tary. Cockburn's restless soul seems to 
take a bit of a break and have some 
fun—the lightness is a bit of relief from 


strong Winds blow into Edmonton 
6 CANADIAN FOLK MUSIC AWARDS BRINGS IN FOLKIES FROM ALL DIRECTIONS 


WHAT HAD RAISED the ire of fotkies 
like Campbell is that the Junos’ cover- 
age of folk, which had long drawn 
criticism for its weak representation 
of the genre, was lessening even fur- 
ther. All of the folk music released in 
Canada—from quirky types like the 
McDades or DiggingRoots to tradi- 
tional Celtic bands to singer-songwrit- 
ers who didn’t identify with pop or 
country idioms—is lumped into only a 
couple categories. Adding insult to 
injury, television coverage of the 
Junos didn’t air those segments. 

In other words, the Junos slagged 
first, shuffling this venerable art form 
into fuddy-duddy land in favour of the 
Sarah McLachlans and Nickelbacks of 
the world 

“So I wrote this letter, suggesting 
we start our own awards,” Campbell 
concludes, 

Toronto-based guitar craftsman 
Grit Laskin, co-founder of folkie label 
Borealis Recording Company. contact- 
ed Campbell to let him know he'd 
wanted to do that very same thing for 
years. Other fans and participants 
came forward to offer support, and in 
an extraordinarily short time they 
pulled together last year’s inaugural 
competition, juried by respected folk 
community members from across the 
country, covering an amazing 18 cate- 
gories. The first Canadian Folk 
Music Awards show was diverse and 
inclusive, an authentic celebration of 
a genre that is so unruly and individu- 
alistic that it occasionally borders on 
the anarchic 

Campbell's pet theory is that folk 
artists are the original indie musi- 
cians 

“I'm thoroughly convinced this is 
the case. Back then, as now, so many 
singer-songwriters took to the road 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
- 


constant thought-provoking commentary.” 


The Wailin’ Jennys, Firecracker (nomi- 
nee). “The odds of recreating such a bril- 
liant recording after the departure of a 
key member seemed insurmountable, but 
the result was a step forward in harmony 
and collective discovery.” = 


Mauvais Sort, Koru (nominee). “Exciting 
and dynamic francophone music filled 
with fire and spirit. A hidden treasure for 
those who like to explore the varied 
world of roots music.” w 
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Two bundles of joy temper Nathan's dark side 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

voice cuts across Kari 
A“: in the middle of our 

interview, there’s important 
band business that needs attending. 
“Where are Devin’s cables?” asks fel- 
iow singer/guitarist Shelley Marshall, 
referring to her husband/bassist Devin 
Latimer’s collection of hook-ups. 

“In the Safeway bag. Yeah, that 
one. It’s either cables or dirty diapers.” 

Ah, the glamourous life of the trav- 
elling band. 

See, in addition to picking up a host 
of awards for their latest album, Jim- 
son Weed—including two at both the 
Western Canadian Music Awards and 
the Canadian Folk Music Awards—the 
past year has also brought the singing 
duo at the front of Nathan a pair of 
children, And, as Latimer explains, 
nothing changes the dynamics of a 
road trip like bringing your kids along 


SAT, DEC 9 (8 Pl) 


WITH THEWHEAT POOL, THE PLAIN DEALERS 
POWERPLANT, $10 


“We definitely drink a lot less on 
the road now,” Kari Latimer says with 
a healthy laugh. “It's nice, though— 
after shows you always have that 
adrenaline going, and now instead of 
just drinking ourselves into oblivion, 
we can play with our kids. It also 
makes the driving a lot more interest- 
ing, because we get to tell them sto- 
ries, and instead of looking at it as a 
smelly, dirty band van, the kids sort of 
see it as a bus trip, and they clap their 
hands and get into it.” 


THE CHILDREN HAVE meant a lot more 


to the foursome—rounded out by 


drummer Damon Mitchell—than a 
more wholesome road trip. Nathan’s 
newest album, due to come out on 
Nettwerk next spring, was recorded in 
the middle of both Latimer and Mar- 
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shall’s pregnancies, with principal 
recording finishing up just before 
Latimer had her daughter. 

As Latimer explains, the new 
arrivals have tempered them a bit: 


FOLK MUSIC AWARDS 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


solo in their early, formative years,” 
he explains. “That's how they devel- 
oped and learned how to hold an 
audience.” 

It's also worth considering that 
many of the seminal independent spe- 
cialty record labels launched over the 
years have been folk-oriented. 

Despite this lionization of the head- 
strong, the ambition of the CFMA 
show is to be able to stand among the 
finest awards ceremonies in the 
world, Campbell points out that the 
event is tightly scripted, professionally, 
hosted and in every way a spectacle. 

“Our first one was in Ottawa last 
year, at the Canadian Museum of Civi- 
lization,” Campbell marvels. “I 
remember thinking what a wonderful 
venue it was, watching James Kee- 
laghan perform with all these West 
Coast totem poles behind him, in this 
really striking building.” 

He laughs, “This will sound strange, 
but I also remember thinking, ‘God, 
we really did it. We really pulled it 
off” 


THAT THEY DID. this year, the CFMA’s 
Board of Directors established anoth- 
er category and they received 285 
submissions throughout 19 categories 
that embrace veterans and newcom- 
ers, Anglo and Francophone, Aborigi- 
nal and worldbeat musicians, 
traditional and far-out practitioners 
and everything in between. 

The list of 2006 nominees boasts 
the kind of plurality and inclusiveness 
that MySpace niche culture can only 
romanticize, and the performers for 
this year come from all corners of 
Canada, perhaps borne to Edmonton 
for the show by the “four strong 
winds” headliner Ian Tyson is given to 
singing about. 

DiggingRoots are also on the bill, 
as is Méthé, and both acts are nomi- 
nated. The McDades won't take the 
stage, unless they win one of the four 
CFMAs they are nominated for, but 
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they are, after all, a f, 
known for songs that d-),. 
darker side of life with en,j, 
pected experimentatj, y 
using the theremin—s,,,, 
folk act to do so. Be; 
though, has given them 3 i, 
ferent outlook on life, _ 
going to take anything away 
band, of course. 

“Well, I think we've 
to find the beauty in eve 
definitely think that ¢ 
with a kind of family 1 et 
sent a more hopeful threaq thro 
our songs,” says Latime, 
good though. It’s kind of e, 
write dark songs, what with 
the dark things that 
the world, so having somet 
gives you a bit of happines. 
hopefulness is sort of 
change.” w 


ly the 


loth 


ot thas 
Tron 


always 


rythin g 


they're playing the night before q 
Sidetrack Café with a guest ‘rom 
Orchestre. : 
Campbell states that the we 
reception and growth of the cr 
one real indicator of the health of 
Canadian folk community. Everythj 
accomplished by his organiza 
the past few years is hem 
impressive knowing it \ 
entirely without funding support 
granting Bodies 
“1 think it’s really importan{ 
acknowledge that We have amaal 
fundraisers, and spon ndg 
performeis pay their vay 
come here,” Campbell s2 
ication is great. Just great 
It’s also a thrill to Camy 
his adopted hometown of “dmom 
be the venue for this 
monies. It’s a satisfact 
by the fact that there are so 
nominations from this city 
“There is huge support (0! 
locally,” he says. “Th 
scene is considered quite wond# 
Our Folk Festival is ver) 
ed. We're known for 0 
around the world.” v 
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Folk Links 


www. penguineggs.é ab 
hell's magazine covers 
breadth of the Canadian 


www.dirtylinen.com U> 
publication; frequently 'e 
dian folk artists on the 


www.canadianfolkmus 
Links and information 
and performers. 
http://www. folkalley.co™ " tore 
listener community w't! 
aural goodies. 


www.CKUA.org Althoul 
broadcasting this years | Hes 
mony, CKUA is generally {0 
station of choice. v 
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www. paparcach.com 
www.inyspace.com /paparoach 
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nt life is Swell for former locals 


sy / joel @vueweekly.com 

quis Sadava is pretty proud to 

pe “living the broke ass rock- 

star dream." As the bassist for 

sja-pased roots band Current 

sadava has an excited tone in 
ice when talking of his musical 


W's really rewarding,” he says. “We 
really believe in the songs, so I 
we're ready to commit to seeing 
itcan go." 
jmontonians might remember 
va, along with lead singer Scott 
ion and guitarist Dave Lang, as 
aged members of long-dead punk 
screwy Louie. Sadava admits that 
a bit of a jump sonically to go 
m punk to his current band, which 
been compared by many to Sub- 
ne and the Beautiful Girls. He 
mibes the shift in genre to being a 
nge in scenery. 
Wve come a long way as far as 
ing in a band since my punk 
he explains, “but the live ener- 
of playing is the same. I still defi- 
ly listen to lots of punk.” 
jorn and raised in Edmonton, 
a gladly lists the perks of living 


The climate, for sure,” he laughs. “I 
the size of [Victoria]; Edmonton 
a bit big for my liking. And girls! 
ly outnumber the guys onthe 
nd so much that you pretty much 


FAI, DEC 8 (0 Ph) 


Lid 
= | CURRENT SWELL 
coc | WITH DUB VULTURE 
OH | STARLITE ROOM S12 


can take your pick.” 


HOWEVER, CURRENT SWELL currently 


has hopes of outgrowing the limits 
of Vancouver Island. The band has 


‘been spending much of their time in 


the studio, recording a follow up to 
their independent debut, So / Say. 
Sadava has high hopes for the new 
record. 

“This album is kind of the make- 


or-break thing,” he says. “We'll either 
go somewhere with it or it'll just be 
fun for us. 

“If you're a local band playing a few 
shows around town you can do well, 
but trying to tour, financially, doesn’t 
really get you anywhere,” he contin- 
ues, adding that while the band has 
done fairly well on its tours to date, 
they have still a long way to go before 
Current Swell is anything other than a 
labour of love. 


“We get some money for playing, 
but if you believe in your band, you 
can’t just split it up and spend it,” he 
says. “You have to invest that into 
your band.” w 
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@ TAKING NIGHTLIFE TOANEW DEGREE ®@ 


THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? 
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fay, Dec 31st. 2006 
Fever Nightelub: 


JACK’D UP WEDNESDAYS 
$6 TRIPLES 
$3.50 EVERYTHING ELSE ALL NIGHT 


CARNIVAL 2006 


_—," 
trapeze silks . «‘ magic! 


the Firefly Theatre (vevevafirefiytheatre.com) 


SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDM. MALL * 443-6666 
WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE The House Kats 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6-10pm 

DARUED Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wynters every Tue; Spm 


DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner, 8pm 


HOROWITZ THEATRE Fon 
Sexsmith, Jill Barber; 8pm (door); $27 
{adv) at Blackbyrd, Listen, 
Megatunes, Power Plant, SU Info 
Booths, TicketMaster; adv. tickets 
only 


‘THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, Bpm, 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-Vpm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/biues); 8:30pm-12.30am 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Together 
Again: Tim Conway and Harvey 
Korman, Louise Du Art; 6pm (door), 
7pm (show); $77.50/$57.50/$45.50 at 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm. 


OBYRNE'S Marco Claveria Project: 
9:30pm; no cover 


REXALL PLACE Guns 'N’ Roses, 
Sebastian Bach, Eagles of Death 
Metal, The Suicide Girls Burlesque 
(heavy metal/rock); 7pm (door), Bpm 
(show): $39.50-$79.50 at 
TicketMaster 


SIETRACK CAFE S.0S., Side Step 
Fate, The Marble Index: 9pm; $7 
(door) 


URBAN LOUNGE The McEwans, 
September Stone 


WILD WEST SALOON Trick Ryder 


CLASSICAL 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Choral Music for a Winter Night: 
Featuring the All-City Treble Choir, 
Kevin Heshedahl (conductor), 
Archbishop Jordan Treble Choir, Josie 
Burgess (conductor); 7:30pm; $10/$8 
at TIX on the Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Chiistmas 
Around the World: Robbins Lighter 
Classics; Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, John Morris Russell (con- 
ductor), Greenwood Singers, Robert 
de Frece (music director), U of A 
Faculty of Education Handbell 
Ringers; 8pm; $23-$64 at Winspear 


DJS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DU 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McMASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew, InVinceable, 
ShorRound, SpinCycle, BabyGirl, and 
Toueh It: Bian McKnight (CD release 
jam) 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DU 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEW CITY | Love "80s 


ON THE ROCKS Salsa and the City: 
9:30pm dance lessons, Cuban salsa 
DU to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with, 
OU Mikee: 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock pop, 
hip hop with O Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Or, Lexxxi Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 
‘STANDARD DJ Danny Howells (UK); 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 

VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: Electro, techno, no wave. hip- 
hop with OU Nik 7; 8pm (door) 
'WUNDERBAR Kelly and lan: Sweet 
Brit and punk with Phillip and Bogner 


PREVUE / FRI, DEC 8 & SAT, 
KALDOR / BLUE CHAIR CA\ 


opportunity to see and hear Ms. 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Christmastime 
with the ESO: Robbins Pops: 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra; John 
Morris Russell (conductor), Petar 
Dundjerski (conductor), Denzal 
Sinclaire (vocalist), Da Camera 
Singers, Cantillon Chamber Chorus; 
Bm: $32-$73 at Winspear box office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Element 
D'n’B/house/breaks with Degree, 
Phatcat, Neal K, Shortee, Sweetz end 
more 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 4th 
Anniversary celebration; DJ Dom 
Rebel clothing 


BAR-B-BAR (J James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


EC 9 (5 PM) / CONNIE 
/ $35-$65 This will be a rare 
Kaldor in such an intimate 


venue. Kaldor is a Juno award winning singer songwriter and 


is hosting the CFMAs. 


= 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Connie Kaldor 


CASINO EDMONTON Five on the 
Side (country) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Stars 
Tonight (tribute) 


FESTIVAL PLACE Christmas with 
the McDades (Celtic, Christmas 
songs); 7:30pm; $30 (cabaret}/$28 
{box)/$26 (theatre) at Festival Place 
box office, TicketMaster 


FEVER NIGHT CLUB Global Fridays 
FOUR ROOMS Don Bemer; 9pm 
FRESH START CAFE Prairie Cats; 6- 


8:30pm 

HOROWITZ THEATRE The Be Good 
Tanyas, Ora Cogan; 8pm (door); $25 
{ady) at Blackbyrd, Listen, 
Megatunes, Power Plant, SU Info 
Booths. TicketMaster; ady, tickets 
only 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Spm 


SJAMMERS PUB Country/rock band: 
9-2am 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm 


JEFFREYS CAFE Thom Bennet (jazz 
trio): $7 


(ON THE ROCKS ‘Mourning Wood, 
‘DJ Shawnibis 


SIDETRACK CAFE Shameless 
Records Showcase and Youth Co-op 
Fundraiser. Amy Seeley, Easy Lite 
Club, F&M, Micah Slavens, 9pm; $10 
(door) 

‘STARLITE ROOM Current Swell, 
Dub Vulture; 8pm (door); no minors; 
$12 at Blackbyrd, Listen 


URBAN LOUNGE Ozzy Ozmunds 
WILD WEST SALOON Trick Ryder 


WHISTLESTOP PUB The Mary 
Thomas Band 


YAADBIAD SUITE Graham 
Guest/Raoul Bhaneje (CD release): 
Bpm (door), 9pm (shawl; $16 (mem- 
ber)/$20 (quest) 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 
DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 
Singles Party: For singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 
ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock. retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


ROLLERSKATING DISCO Top 40 
fequest with a mix of retro and disco; 
7pm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 rental/pair) 
STOLLS Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

‘STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
7am 


URBAN FRAT All New Funktion 
Fridays: Invinceable, Bomb Squad, 
Black Empera 0B, Weapon x. 
BabyGirl and DJ Game 


WUNDERBAR Beam Team 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays: 
PS3 Auction for Youth Emergency 
Shelter; 6pm-10am 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: David Myles (roots); 4-6 pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Connie Kaldor 


CASINO EDMONTON Five on the 
Side {country) 

(CASINO YELLOWHEAD Stars 
Tonight (tnbute) 

DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, 
all ages; 2-Gpm 

ECONOLOGE LOCKERROOM PUB 
Deadcity Serpents (EP Release), 
PIND, The Blame Its 

FESTIVAL PLACE Jack Semple. 
Sarah Noni Metzner; 7:30pm; $30 
cabaret)/$28 (bax)/$26 (theatre) at 
the Festival Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Audrey Ochoa; Jpm 


FRESH START CAFE Prairie Cats; 6- 
8:30pm 

HILLTOP PUB SlowBurn 
(blves/rock); 9:30pm-1:30am 


HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
top rap groups; Spm 


PREVUE / SAT, DEC 9 (7:30 PM) / JACK SEMPLE / FESTI- 
VAL PLACE This guy is so good that when Wayne Gretzky 
got married he flew Semple and his band out from Toronto 
(where he was living at the time) vl at the reception. If 


it's good enough for Wayne, it’s goo 


enough for me. 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock. new 
wave, Brit pop, and "60s soul with DU 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday. 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, QJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Das Oontz Techno, 
industrial, trance with DJ Dervish and 
the Groovinator; 9pm (door) 


ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: DJ 
Choklit Elvis and OJ Spyder 
OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DU Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Flyboy 

THE ROOST Al! Request Dance 
Party; with DJ Jazzy 

RUM JUNGLE Peoples DU Spinning 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 


LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


EWEEKLY 


DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13, 2006 


MUSIC 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Ipm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7:30pm; country/rock band, Spm- 
Zam 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm, 

MORANGO'S Open mic hosted by 
Tommy every Sat; 7pm 

O'BYRNE'S On the Patio: Chris 
Wynters, Scott Peters; 3pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Mourning Wood. 
DJ Shawnibis 

POWER PLANT Nathan, The Wheat 
Pool, The Plain Dealers; $10 (doo) 
REXALL PLACE Aprosmith, Motley 
Crue; 7:30pm: 

‘SIDETRACK CAFE The McDades, 
David Rass MacDonald; 9pm; $12 
{door)/$10 (student) 


‘STARLITE ROOM Dudiey Dawson, 
Blackad Out, Road To Nowhere; 8pm 
(door); no minors; $8 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Ozzy Oxmunds 
VELVET UNDERGROUND folk 


Music Awarr 
and guests 
(door) 


WALD WEST satooy, 
WHISTLESTOP pup 


Thomas Bard 


ZAKS ON SisT 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
Winter Concert: Festigi one 
Music Vendy Gras 
(director i 
McDOUGALL UNITED 
Wintersong: Kokopelli na fe 
and 7pm, $16 (2 Val 
(student 

WINSPEAR CENTRE 

with the ESO. Rob 


FEVER WIGHTCLUB Senn 
Fever-Live | a 
Bounce, D0.) 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE, 
Tog i i 


Bomb 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 
DJ Gro 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUWEE 


tal 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 


SOLUS ON WHITE 
hou: 

TWILiGHT AFTERHOURS 
hard N i 
Hill 

lam 

veLver ynpensndui® 
with 

(door 
WUNDERBAR 
Local 

y AFTERHOURS 


yo LOUNGE 
od one Mixed Signals 
oaety) The 
Feveeroke, SEX PAY, 
0 
jo lee Jam: 
¥ ‘ul 2pm No caver 
pO acy Wa (CO 
wa 
pup (ven stage Sundays 
nar of Captain 
fon) 
AND GRELL The 
1 a ery SUD. 


SSenta’s Anonymous 
ern The Mike McDonald 
paneaygen. The 

do ian Der Laan, The 
‘and more; Spm $5; all 
‘Santa's Anonymous 


fhe Comedy Factory 
ahi Comedy Show, Third 
opm, $6 


CLASSICAL 


Jinole Jazz, Carols 
on Kiwanis Singers, 
fers Cruldren's Choir, Studio 
pre Quartet 2pm, free, 
donations appreciated 


ATION HALL Christmas 
(broek Colliery Band; Spm; 

GV5'3 (studen’senior) at 
quate, door 


ANGLICAN 
Epenstmas inspiration 
ial Society, Heather 
pili), Sarah Ho {piano}: 
ts by donation 
[EBLER STUDENT CEN- 
CORDIA CAMPUS 
galong: Concordia 
(Chorus, Concordia. 
iErchestra; 3pm 
BASILICA Evening 
jond Hymns for Advent 
‘Greemvood Singers; 


ANTS BUILDING 
Music Concert 
It) Music Technology 


i 


Edmonton 


04172 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


S BISTRO 


+ IMs 208) profes 6 


WINSPEAR CENTRE A Christmas 
Wish: The Royal Canadian Artillery 
Band, chard Extn Snes 2p 

at TIX on the Square; pro- 
ceeds to the Make a Wish , 


Foundation, 
DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Got To 
Give It Up: Funk. soul, Motown, and 
disco with DJ Red Dawn 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Aotating 
drag shows: DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


HALO Fresh Kicks, hip hop with Ous 
Twist, Shortround and Echo; no 
minors; 8pm (door); $10 (ay) at 
Foosh, Homegrown, Soulshack and 
Treehouse Records 


NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE Rub 
‘Dub Unites Again: DJ Jebus and DJ 
Anarchy Adam (CJSR’s Your Weekly 
AA Meeting); The Simpson's at 9pm 
THE ROOST A fabulous Drag show 
every Sunday featuring Hostess 
Donnie Lingua, rotating guests, 
singers, drag Queens; $2; free pool 
STOLLIS Stolli’s House Arrest: with 
Jotinny Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
quests: 


URBAN FRAT All New Urban Ladies 
Night Sundays: With E-town’'s Fab- 
Four: InVinceable, Game, Weapon X 
and BabyGirl 


WUNDERBAR Trance, dance and 
Fave styles with DJ Regan and Co 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


B.S PUB House band; 9:30pm- 
‘Jam; no cover 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Glaveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old Time 
Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


‘SIDETRACK CAFE Tommy Clufetos - 
Drum Clinic Presented by Long & 

McQuade; 7pm: Tx: $5.00, available 
at Long & McQuade, 10204-107 Ave. 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no cover 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Pola: 
Mondays: with DJ Penny Tentiary 
BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest 
with Mia Fellow, DJ 
WestCoastBahyDaddy 
FILTHY MeNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Make 


it Munchie Mondays: House with OJ 
Dusty Grooves, quests 


-ynne 
Singers; 2pm: $10 (adv. at TIX on the 
‘Squarel/$15 (door) 


WINSPEAR CENTRE A Holly Cole 
Christmas: Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Holly Cole; Bom; $32-$73 
‘at Winspear box office 


DJS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
on the main level 


PREVUE / WED, DEC 14 (9 PM) / STICK FIGURE / THE 
URBAN LOUNGE / $5 One look at these guys makes it obvi- 


ous why their band is called Stick Figure. Hey, fellas! Would a 


little food hurt ya? Nobody's asking for it, but Maybe you 
should come to the show with canned goods for the band 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent 
with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL Open 
‘stage with Mark Ammar; Spm 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters and quest 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 


SIDETRACK CAFE Easily Amused, 
Greg Neufled ({ram Canadian Idol and 
Dimareo), Paul Fuellbrandt; Spm; $7 
(door) 


STARLITE ROOM And You Will 
Know us by the Trail of Dead and 
Blood Brothers: The Blood Brothers, 
Brothers and Sisters; all ages event 
7pm; $22 at Unionevents,com, 
TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, Megatunes, 
Listen, Freecloud 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Celebration of Christmas: Edmonton 
Columbian Choirs; 7pm; tickets at the 
door 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, countiy, R&B 
with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 


FUNKY BUDDHA (White Ave) Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8- 
10pm 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The In 
Kraut: Mod R&B. Northem Soul, ‘60s 


Garage, and Mod Revival with Dr 
Erick 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Retro Night: music flash 
backs from the ‘50s, ’60s, "70s, BOs, 
and the '90s; 7pm-12 midnight; $5 ($4 
rental/pair) 


VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
British Invasion: 8pm (door); no 
minors; no cover 


WUNDERBAR WUNDERBAR Star 
City 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open 
mic with Duff Robison: Bp 


BLACKDOG FREENOUSE Giitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 

FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
‘open stage, 7:30pm (door): $2 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 
METRO CLUB AND 

The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 

(NEW CITY LIKWID SUBURBS 
D.LY Wednesdays: 8:30pm (doorl: $5 
O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 8:30pm; no cover 
PLEASANTVIEW 

HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 

‘SHDETRACK CAFE In Cath of Hera 
All Else Fails, Glenbrook Boulevard; 
‘Spm; $7 at the door 


URBAN LOUNGE City Vox Stick 
Figure 


WILD WEST SALOON Levi 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Music to Celebrate the Season: A 
Brassy Christmas with the Pergolesi 
Brass Quartet and Ken Read; 12:10- 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smooy 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Giitter 
Gulch; roots music every Wednesday 
with DJ Buster Friendly; no cover 
BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexay 
Sean 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 

HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednesday 
downtempo, smooth jazz, with DU 
Frederick 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/A&B with 
DJ Spincyele 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Robobot DJ 3000 


NIKIG DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 


RED STAR Funk 'n’ Soul: funk, soul, 
disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip hop with 
Cool Curt. Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 


STOLLI'S Wild Cherry: House/garage 
with Tripswiteh, Rezidnt Funk, fusion 
with Steve Velocity 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Lushious 
Wednesdays: Retro altemative dance 
with The JBOTS; na minors; 3pm 
(door), $4 


'WUNDERBAR Round one 
Dancehall and old schoo! rap with OU 
Toma and Aminder Brown 


ALBERTA BALLROOM Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 429-1000 * ARDEN THEATRE 
5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 « ATLANTICTRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432- 
4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-112 Ave, 477-2149 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 « 
BACKROOMVODKA BAR 10324482 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper 
Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 « BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Rd, 484-7751 « BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 
Ave, 439-5058 * BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 708-6555 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 
117258 Jasper Ave, 488-7736 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 « 
CARGO AND JAMES TEA SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayll Rd, 
463-9467 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St Albert Rd, St 
Albert, 458-8766 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION 
Bs Buiking, University of Alberta, 492-0601 « COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472- 
pe DANTE! 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 * DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 * DEWEY'S LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A 
*92310) * DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE SHELL THEATRE - FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 
OUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 » EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 « FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, 
(pre. Patk (449-2378 « FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 906-99 St » 
p Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq., 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10241-82 Ave, 
GAS PUMP {0166-114 St, 488-4841 ¢ GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423 HALO * HILLTOP PUB 
IEGROWN SOUL SHACK B102, 10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 * HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-92 Ave, 463-6397 * HORIZON 

1001 Calshoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161) « THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Caloary Trail South * JAMMIERS PUB 11948- 
,,(518779 * JAND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 » JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 
18 Ave, 426-598) * JJ/S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 « JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-156 St * J.P RANCH SALOON 
Hotel, 15926 Stony Plain Rd JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427-2760 * JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway 
Ips. = * KAS BAR 1044462 Ave, 433-6768 « KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 « LB’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert. 460-9100 * LEGENDS 
St. 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fi, 447-4495 « McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 101 St, McDonald Drive, 468-4964 « 
AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 « MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 6102-90 Ave, 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW YORK BAGEL 

20 Gsteway Blvd, 432-2003 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Blvd * NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-1094 Ave, 457-9417 « 
Jenne e82 Ave, 414-6786 * O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave * ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 « ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 
fy RIVE 6104-104 St. 988-5457 « OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106,St, 485-1717 * PLEASANTVIEW COMMU- 
i 7 Ave, 474-5270 * POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 * QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave, 438-6514 * RATT 
ATTHETOP) 7th Fl, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 * RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 481-6420 * RED STAR 10524 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 
10108-149 St, 444-1822 « RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave * RIVER WEST CHRIS- 


FILTHY MCNASTY'S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 


NCH 198 15-45 Ave * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326St. Albert Trail, 460-1122 * THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 426-3150 * ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 
HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429-3624 « RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 


6 Ave, 437-023 


8° Sy 


ISTARLITE 


- INHAUER 
1/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * SIDETRACK CAFE 10238-104 St, 421-1326 * SOUTHMINSTER-STE! 

ROH 10240-19 Ave © SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St, 472-6336 » ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9915-148 St 
' BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 10819-71 Ave, 438-6410 « ST. TIMOTHY'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 8420-145 St * STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438- 
10030-102 St, 428-1099 * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 e STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 « THE 


f|0-105 Avs ® STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building 2-7 U of a Campus, 492-0601 * TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 * TOUCH OF 


j st23u Louls Hotel, 11727 ki St® UNF HALL 10629-98 St * URBAN FRAT 1020-103 St * 
727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St 5 
MOUNGE 811-105 St, 439-3388 « VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 476-3388 
wr 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 * WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436-1554 » WUNDERBAR SIRO 9 Ae 
Daye f= 0143-50 St, 466-8069 « Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, www.yafterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 43: 
Pub 112, 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 


MUSIC 
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WWNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

s impressive as technology is 
today, there are still times 
when it’s less than perfect. 
was very much the case when I 
to Trish Klein of the Be Good 


ling from a tour stop over in the 
“ein was using a cellphone that 
0 interest in making things easy 
ir conversation, cutting in an out 
e talked. After a whole lot of 
ling back and forth, though, we 
anage get in some discussion of 
band’s latest album, Hello Love. 
‘itturns out, the varying success 
of our technological troubles is a 
ible metaphor for the Be Good 
as’ approach to recording. 

guess sometimes it does get 
y from you a bit,” Klein says. 
got all this digital technology 
inything is possible, because you 
Ty oul numerous varieties of 


periment with Be Good Tanyas 


tt | Fl 408 (Pu 
= THE i GOOD TANYAS 
ce 


HORA COGAN 
a. NAOT 


approaches to songs. I think there's a 
real danger in that if things get away 
from you, and you spend all this time 
working on something and not really 
accomplishing anything.” 


STILL, WHILE KLEIN is aware that mod- 
erm recording techmiplogy can some- 
times allow too much freedom, she 
admits that it can be of considerable 
use when harnessed properly. Klein 
and her bandmates are capable musi- 
cians who are more than able to 
record their songs live off the floor 
and they do just that at times, but they 
also use the technology to capture the 
best versigns of their songs. 

“Usually what we do is we record 


basic tracks live: guitars, bass, drums, 
vocals,” she explains. “Sometimes 
we'll go in together and do all the har- 
monies live, and sometimes we'll do 
an entire song live. For example, the 
song ‘Out of the Wildemess’ is record- 
ed completely live—there are no over- 
dubs or anything—but the song ‘A 
Little Blues’ was half recorded in 
Nashville and half recorded in Van- 
couver, with the harmonies recorded 
in another different studio much later.” 

Klein also says that as long as they 
can recognize when it’s time to stop 
experimenting and move on, it’s not 
such a bad thing to be able to try out 
so many different approaches to the 
songs. 

“We all have very different ideas and 
aesthetics in the studio,” she reflects 
"There are a lot of different directions, 
because it's a group with three of us. 
We don’t work with one mind. We all 
work in different ways.” w 


PREVUE / SUN, DEC 10 (6 ny / MICHAEL 
RAULT AND THE MIXED SIGNALS / 
SUBATOMICS, LAZERSNAKE, SEX "PARTY / 

NEW CITY, $i0 Michael Rault is driven by 
music, and he’s doing everything right to set 
himself up for a long career. He gets out with 
his band the Mixed Signals and plays live as 
much as possible, and he records and then 
records some more. Most of the time the 
recording sessions take place at Rault's home 
with Rault himself setting up the mics and 
manning the board as well as playing, but this 
week he's releasing a brand new single that the 
band recorded with producer/Shout Out Out 
Out Out-er Nik Kozub. “We spent only two days 
in the studio to record these songs,” Rault says. 

“But we've played all of these songs for long 
enough that we had no trouble getting good 
takes.” While recording at home offers the 
band more time for production, Rault admits 
that Kozub got better sounds on the recording 
than the band has ever managed on their own. 
Plus, Rault and the band had the opportunity to 
glimpse a possible future for themselves as 
Kozub regaled them with plenty of tour stories 
—EDEN MUNAO / eden@vuaweekly.com 
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ody) Paledeieday <a tel ae eT 


ombie Threats 


1) rod @vuewookly.com 
a ne who has attended a 
deity Serpents show and 
dered, “When are these 
ging to release an album?” 
> js now ... finally. 
around a year ago that the 
. with the help of SO4 member 
nis Wicm Records kingpin Nik 
corded a five-track EP. But 
quarter of the band on a tem- 
yt-of-town hiatus, coor- 
5a release just wasn’t in 
4s. Even rumours of a 
» were being whispered. 
ty much like any band, 
hrough Our growing 
says Serpents’ guitarist 
Watson. “It’s kind of 
| trying to book shows 
{| of your members 
ptown.” : 
yith the Serpents’ entire 
» now cemented in E- 
t least until the school 
done—the band once 
has its engines running 
peed. 
new EP is called The Zombie 
=a name that Watson says is 
fom a pungently alcoholic shot 
d by vocalist Derek “Cancer- 
imitt. The instructions are quite 
mix 1/2 oz of 95 per cent 
cohol with 1/2 oz of Tequila 
lick the salt, take the shot, suck 


SS | SAT DEC9 (9PM) 


= | DEADCITY SERPE 
coc | WITH PIND, THE BLAME TS 
© | LOCKER ROOM PUB, $7 


the lemon, die and be resurrected. 
“{Porritt is] definitely the kind of 
guy that if he’s got three different 
kinds of alcohol and not really 
enough to get drunk off one of them, 


he'll try all kinds of crazy variations,” 
Watson jokes. 

He also mentioned some other sort 
of potion involving vodka and pickle 
juice—I believe he called it “city 
sewer.” Yum. 

As a way to not only promote their 
new EP, but also to promote the con- 
sumption of possible liver-killing 


ts finally drop 


ed ~~ 


amounts of alcohol, the Serpents will 
be offering a free shot of zombie 
threat to anyone who buys the EP. But 
despite the industrial-strength ingre- 
dients, Watson maintains the shot 
doesn’t taste half-bad. 

“It doesn’t taste like alcohol,” Wat- 
son muses. “You don’t really notice 
until later it was hard alcohol.” 

And assuming you don't mind spend- 
ing a Sunday in catatonia, Watson 

thinks that, at most, four zombie 
threats should do the trick. 


ALCOHOL AND LIVER damage 


aside, the Serpents have spent 
the last year or so doing what 
every good band should be 
doing—playing deadly live 
shows. Their sound is like a 
curb-stomp of garage, punk 
and rock ‘n’ roll, and their live 
show is furious and intense. 
And with the band doing 
most of the legwork as far as 
album pressing, artwork and 
distribution, The Zombie Threat 
is exactly the kind of album the Ser- 
pents want. 

“We like to put things out that we 
would want to purchase;” Watson 
says. “We want to make records that 
we'd want to go pick out in the store, 
and that means everything—the pack- 
aging, the design, the recording and 
the songs that are on it.” w 
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MAREN ORD 
PRETTY THINGS 
FONTANA NORTH 


JOEL KELLY / joel}@vueweekly.com 


Having experienced the 
wu) scary world of major market 
record labels and high com- 
THS ROCKS mercial expectations on her 
first two albums, Maren Ord has 
taken a different bent on her third 
record, the self-produced Pretty 
Things. The result is a stripped-down, 
DIY acoustic affair, pairing her mel- 
lifluous voice with a sole guitar and 
an occasional piano. 

It's obvious that these new circum- 
stances have given Ord an air of con- 
tentment, as most tracks exude a 
laid-back, mellow maturity, most evi- 
dent in lead track “Who Am I.” It’s 
refreshing to see Ord take such satis- 
faction in her work after circumvent- 
ing the high expectations of record 
executives. However, fans of her pre- 
vious work will not be disappointed; 
Ord has kept every ounce of her deft- 
ness in melody and lyricism. All in 
all, this is a solid effort from one of 
Edmonton's premier singer/song- 
writers 


IMMACULATE MACHINE 
Tea MAIS PAS LES AUTRES 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


It’s not very often that | 
Nr would be so impressed by a 

CD like this. When English- 
THIS ROCKS speaking bands do a song 
or two in French that’s one thing, but 
to translate your songs and re-record 
an entire EP? I don’t know if that 


seems pretentious or just plain lazy. 
Or perhaps they ran out of ideas or 


ist= 


recordsa&cds 


how low can you go? 
antho} the 


something. 

But with Les Uns Mais Pas les 
Autres, Immaculate Machine has real- 
ly pulled a rabbit out of the hat. This 
EP takes six songs from 2005's Ones 
and Zeros and translates the lyrics 
into French while keeping the same 
instrumental tracks. 

Normally it shouldn't be so, but the 
songs on Les Uns are almost better 
than they were on the previous effort. 
Why? Perhaps it’s the way French rolls 
off the tongue so easily, perhaps it's 
the mystery of not being able to dis- 
cern every word, but whatever it is, it 
works big time. 

The music is very much right now, 
blending your typical indie rock jan- 
gly galloping guitars with precision 
drums and synths, but Immaculate 
Machine has put together something 
special, something worth your 
attention. Plus the cover art is the 
cutest thing since those rainbow toe 
socks-were invented. Can you still 
buy those? 


NEIL YOUNG & CRAZY HORSE 
tt THE FILLMORE EAST 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
After years and years of 
Ni i aa Neil Young has 
finally begun to let record- 
THIS ROCKS ings escape from his exten- 
sive archives of unreleased material, 
and Live at the Fillmore East is a stun- 
ning opening salvo. Young has tried 
on many styles throughout the years, 
from folk to soul to a kind of lumber- 
ing sludge rock. 

This 1970 performance is with 
Crazy Horse, the finest purveyors of 
sludge, but this is the original version 
of the band, with the late Danny 


10649.124 street 
780.732,1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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Whitten—it was whi 
provided the inspi: 
Tonight's the Night 
ten’s playing was mo 
that of his repla 
Sampedro, and it 
Young was forced 
playing with Whi 
and the impressive , 
ous on this release 
Young and the band s 
the tight—though stil! 
of “Everyboc 
Nowhere” and “ te 
moving into a |2-mij 
“Down By the River 
the musicians lea, 
unturned, working rift 
until they begin to fra fall 
That's when they all pull back 
er and carry the song up againg 
epic chorus: “Down by the ‘i, 
shot my baby.” This b 
power of dynamics and 
undeniable. Rarely i 0 
adequately captured on tape, by 
is one of those times 
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SNAKE ROAD 
CORDOVA BAY 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.co 


€y Canadian musician/pm 


er extraordl 
THIS IS OK 


ating atmospheric productiot 
ly centred on his involvem 
and Bob Dylan. This « 
with his brother Bob Lai 
ferent, except that 

There's still plenty of atmos 
here, but Bob Lanois 
no big rock album. Ins! 
down the winding ' 
Lanois family’s past. Bob, Wii 
performs the melodies on hart 
wrote all these instrumentals 
while Daniel produced, arrang 
played everything el: 
gle drum track) 

You get the feelit that Ut 
brothers had fun making"! 
and exploring their Québe 
The songs are loo 
impressively telling 
resorting to lyrics. 1h 
to the strength of Bob's " 
and Daniel's undersiatc¢ 
ment, which blend tog?!" 
that it’s nearly impossible" i 
this album without let!" 
wander through a hunar' 
scenes for each tune ofl 

As cinematic as (°° 
though, they work }¥' re. 
soundtrack to mode!" 
recalling the past Ww" 
present. The low k 
approach is not '0! 
there’s no deny!"s 
pleasant diversion '"'" a 
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you can bet that a band that 
calls itself the Wheat Mon- 
keys would be from Saska- 
toon. | imagine a wheat 
ey as being the equivalent of 
Ha’s rig pigs, except with way 
money. Same lack of teeth and 
s, though, I’m sure. 

eat Monkeys have produced an 
n that, while not particularly 


ed prairies, all expansive power 
is and booming drums. The 
is take their cues from the Seattle 
_ with a little bit of Bradley Now- 
higher pitched melodic voice. In 
he best part of the album is 
Wheat Monkeys ape (get it?!?!?) 
me and add horns and some cool 
pd ska guitar. 

0 worth mentioning is that the 
jous Darrin Pfeiffer plays drums 
iis album. Yes, that Darrin Pfief- 
he one who plays in Goldfinger 
probably more famous for writ- 
hat song where he admits that 
ie Gretzky is the “only man [he'd] 
sex with.” Who knows how they 


Lloyd Cole's musical direc- 
tion sounds like something 
, Mark Knopfler might have 
tried if Dire Straits hadn't 
fo massive album sales. Cole 
Ve critical acclaim, but he isn’t 
1 on the map of stardom. It 
be the annoying use of bad midi 
us and strings, or maybe ref- 
i mild cultural phenomena 
/@Ppeal to the masses. 

P Music, but it’s the minivan 


®nd capacious, and oddly 
has foldaway Seating. No 
Her 30 could possibly like this 
nd when you finally settle 
Uoyd, probably playing on 
: ser system in your 
__| Jou'll be too far gone to 


Bl bop along to contrived 
nd quirky lyries about being 
ied" and think about your 
ae Circle of acquaintanc- 


Yourself that it couldn't hap- 
3 

Vo, vst like you were con- 
,  Youldn’t shell out for a 


Edmonton-born violinist 
hits the big time 


= | ENTER SANDOR 


= | STEVEN SANDOR 
= | stoven@vweweekly.com 


Jessica Linnebach left her south 
Edmonton home 13 years ago to 
attend the prestigious Curtis Institute 
of Music in Philadelphia. Getting into 
Curtis, one of the world’s most famous 
music schools, is an achievement in 
itself; that Linnebach was able to get 
the attention of such a prestigious 
institution at the tender age of 10 
makes the accomplishment just that 
much more noteworthy. 

Now, at 23 and entrenched in the 
National Arts Centre in Ottawa, Lin- 
nebach Is past the child-prodigy stage; 
she’s simply one of the best string 
players this country has produced. She 
just won the loan of a 1700 Taft Stradi- 
vari violin, valued at $2.4 million, in 
the Canada Council's Musical Instru- 
ment Bank national competition. She's 
played around the world and works 
with legendary string player Pinchas 
Zukerman in the internationally- 
renowned Zukerman Chamber Players. 

To get the violin, she had to submit 
a biographical booklet, a resume and a 
CD of her work to the judges, and she 
had to play for half an hour before an 
interview. She told the judges that, 
because of her work with Zukerman, 
she needed an instrument that could 
rival those used by her bandmates. 
Now, she's in possession of a violin 
that’s worth around a year's wages for 
the average NHL player. 

Linnebach’s dad was a music 
teacher and she was actually sitting 
behind the keys at just one year of age, 
starting on the violin at the age of two. 


=| QUICK SPINS 


— 

= 
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KIRK FRANKLIN 
SONGS FOR THE STORM VOL | 
ZOMBA GOSPEL 

So you want Jesus 

Forcibly crammed in your ear? 
Then look no further 


PJ HARVEY 
ie PEEL SESSIONS 
Gritty, raw PJ 


Singin’ it like she’s got huge 
Swinging testicles 


GINUWINE 
GREATEST HITS 
SONY 

Bumpin’ and sexy 


But not nuts like R Kelly 
He's ... uh ... Authentic 


CREATURES OF THE NIGHT 
ESKIMO 


The dance party ends 
And all boners die when you 
Beat mix Corey Hart! 


Soon, she was playing recitals and con- 
certs, and that would get her teased by 
her grade-school classmates, For her, 
getting into Curtis was a blessing. 

“For me, when | left, | didn’t know 
what Curtis was; it was just a school 
and when | got there | was relieved to 
find that there were plenty of other 
geeks like me,” she says over the 
phone from Ottawa, back from a 10- 
day tour with the NAC. 

Linnebach doesn’t get a lot of head- 
lines in her hometown, but it might 
fot be out of line to say that, when it 
comes to music, she has a chance to 
be Edmonton's biggest-ever musical 
export. To be playing with Zukerman 
at the age of 23 is like a teenage qui- 
tarist being invited to share the stage 
with Eddie Van Halen or Eric Clapton. 

“| originally studied under Pinchas, 
So we evolved from a teacher/student 
relationship to that of colleagues,” 
she says, before adding, “but | still 
don't see him as an equal.” 

Her father still lives in Edmonton, 
but her mom has made the move to 
Ottawa, so Linnebach doesn’t get 
back to her old Southside home as 
much as she'd like. And, as the holi- 
days are coming up, Linnebach is busy 
getting ready for the annual Nutcrack- 
er tradition. 

Just because it's something almost 
every orchestra plays at Christmas, 
The Nutcracker could easily be 
thought of as the classical music 
world’s version of the Ramones's 
“Blitzkrieg Bop”: it might not be chal- 
lenging to play, but it sure is fun. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


Well, we received a metric dinkload of 
these lullaby cover albums, so 

we've decided to review them en 
masse. God help me. 


MICHAEL ARMSTRONG 
ROCKABYE BABY! 
LULLABYE RENDITIONS OF ... 
BABY ROCK 


.». LED ZEPPELIN 

Hmm, no Robert Plant 
Screeching like a bitch, and yet 
It still creeps me out 


w» THE CURE 

Best match of the lot 
Sound eerily similar 
To originals 


... METALLICA 

Just doesn’t translate 

From the metal; just ask the 
San Fran Symphony 


... NIRVANA 

And somewhere out there 

A headless corpse is spinning 
(I'm going to hell) 


... COLDPLAY 

Somewhat ironic 

These songs, as lullabies, have 
More balls, less whining 
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Skip mistletoe and head 
to the makeout room 


&| TOTALLY GAY 


=> | LUKE FOSTER 
S| iotallygay@vveweekly.com 


The following are things to think about if 
you're planning on throwing a special 
shindig this holiday season. And | should 
know about throwing fabulous parties. 
I'm gay, remember? 

Everyone loves receiving written invi- 
tations for a party. Make your personal- 
ized-invitations with a photo. Get dressed 
ifn the ugliest Christmas-sweater you 
can find and grab a random family from 
off of the street to pose with you for the 
photo in front of a roaring fire. It should 
appear wholesome and inviting. 

Make your party-space a veritable 
mistletoe minefield. Hang real or fake 
mistletoe on the front door and above 
every archway. A little peck or sloppy, 
whiskey-tasting French kiss never hurt 
anyone. Or you could skip the step and 
stage a makeout room/closet for your 
guests to get to know each other better in. 

Under no circumstances should the 
host even consider wearing a Santa 
hat. Or reindeer antlers. Or any other 
novelty headgear. Guests who arrive 
Wearing such atrocities shall be turned 
away at the door, no matter how much 
they apologize. 

Light the fireplace, if you have one. If 
you don't have one, it's simply not 
enough to turn the fireplace channel on 
your TV. If you must turn on the tube, 
though, fashion a makeshift facade 
using old cardboard, felt markers, dou- 
ble-sided tape and glitter, and attach it 
around your TV for the look of an 
authentic fireplace. 

If you decide to play holiday-themed 
music at your party, be cool and creative 
with your selections. Aimee Mann's 
Another Drifter in the Snow, A Christ- 
See Gift For You from Phil Spector, any 
one of the several Alvin & the Chip- 
munks holiday albums or—a personal 
Foster-family favourite—anytnhing from 
the Boney M catalogue of Christmas 
songs. It will have your guests saying 
“Bing who?” 


BOOZE SHOULD BE THE main ingredient 


in every beverage you serve at your holi- 
day gathering. You can make Hot Tod- 
dies (In 3/4 of a glass of a tea of your 
choice, mix in 1 tbsp of honey and 2 
‘igs of brandy or whiskey and garnish 
with a cinnamon stick or lemon wedge), 
my mom's winter standby Blueberry Tea 
(fill a Thermos 3/4 full with Orange 
Pekoe tea, then mix in equal parts 
Amaretto and Grand Marnier until your 
nose turns red after one sip) or eggnog 


(buy a carton of eggnog from Safeway 
and mix in as much dark rum, bourbon, 
brandy and/or rye as it takes to make 
eggnog taste good). 

For food, it's all about presentation, 
so there’s no need to pull a Martha. Just 
purchase cheap store bought items and 
place them on fancy platters with fancy 
utensils and fancy napkins, and no one 
will know that the dip they're loving(!) is 
just sour cream and a packet of French 
onion soup mix. 

Instead of asking your guests to bring 
something to the party (food, gifts, 
booze), tell them to bring a person 
instead. Preferably someone you and 
your other guests don't know. That way, 
depending on the accessory guest, you 
will have someone to whisper about 
and ridicule for the rest of the night, or 
someone to show the makeout 
room/closet. 

Upon their arrival, send the designat- 
ed drivers down the street to Starbucks 
and call them later in the night once 
their services are required as their 
responsible soberness will only bring the 
party down. 

And make sure to invite two friends 
who don't go anywhere without their, 
ahem, “special mistletoe.” | say two 
because chances are one of them will be 
too stoned to remember that there's a 
party at all. 

On the rare occasion that you find a 
band of wandering Christmas carolers 
outside your door, fight your initial urge 
to toss a hot beverage at them and slam 
the door. Instead, welcome them in for 
some food and libations, make some 
introductions, then send them on their 
way making sure no carolers were left 
behind in the makeout room/closet. 

Finally, if at all possible, throw your 
Christmas party somewhere other than 
your own house. That way you don't 
have to clean anything up (and, besides, 
you don't have tenant's insurance any- 
way). 


SERIOUSLY NOW ... The Mr and Mz Gay 
Edmonton Pageant Society is holding 
their First Annual Teddy Bear Drive Sat, 
Dec 9 from 12 - 10 pm in front of the 
Roost (10345 - 104 Street). They hope to 
fill a limo with new teddy bears and toys 
that will donated to children in an 
Edmonton-area hospital this holiday sea- 
son. You can bring your own donations 
or purchase a bear for $3 onsite. 

And another great way to start this 
season of giving: this past weekend, the 
Northern Chaps’ annual Snow Queen 
Pageant raised more than $600 for Liv- 
ing Positive, the local society which aids 
persons living with HIV in Edmonton, w 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 425.2889 
OR E-MAIL GLENYS AT LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE 1S FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


BUDDHISM A PHILOSOPHY FOR LIVING SG! Centre, 
10711-107 Ave, 2nd Fi * Lecture * Sat, Dec. 9(1-2pm) 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 St 
(479-1999) * Basketball; every Mon (5-7pm) * Healing 
Circle; every Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; every Mon/Thu (7- 
Spm), every Tue (5-7pm) * Volleyball; every Tue (6-8pm) * 
Sewing Circle; every Tue (6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; every 
Wed (6-8pm) * C.N.EC. Pow-wow; every Wed (6-9pm) © 
Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) * Cree Class: every Thu 
{6-8pm) * Elders and Residency; every Fri (all day) * Safe 
Using and Harm Reduction; Last Fri each month (11am- 
12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri(1-2pm) * Drop-in 
Night; every Fri (6-8pm) 


COALITION AGAINST WAR AND RACISM International 
Hoste! basement boardroom, 10647-81 Ave * Monthly meet- 
ing discussing political developments Wed, Dec. 13 (7pm) 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 13212- 
106 Ave * Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne Racine * 
Every Tue (1-3pm) 


DECOLONIZING TRIBAL HISTORIES: INDIGENOUS 
RESEARCH ETHICS Rm 1112, Edmonton Learning Centre, 
Peace Hills Trust Tower, 1200, 10011-109 St. * Four 
Seasons Speaker Series: Lecture presented by Dr. Winona 
Wheeler © Thu, Dec. 7 (12-1:30pm) Free 


EDMONTON BEREAVEMENT CENTRE Park Memorial 
Reception Centre, 11015-101 St (454-1231, ext 50) * Grief 
information session: /t's That Time Again—Going Through the 
Holidays When We're Grieving * Dec. 9 (10am-11:15am) 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta Museum * 
Monthly meeting featuring Gerald Romanchuk speaking on 
birding areas and presenting photos of the birds of 
Christmas © Fri, Dec. 15 (7:30pm) 


EDMONTON SINGLES DINNER AND WINE CLUB 
www. esdwe.com (465 9979) * Dinner, wine, and dancing * 
Dec. 15 


GREAT EXPEDITIONS-HOSTEL TRAVEL Hostelling 
International, 10647-81 Ave (454-6216/455-6741)~ 
Christmas potluck and favourite slides * Dec. 11 (6:30pm) 


HYPNOTHERAPY INFORMATION SESSIONS StillPoint 
Centre, 200, 11209-Jasper Ave (452-9388) * An informal 
meeting with hypnotherapist Terni Cooper. Find out how hyp- 
nosis and hypnotherapy can benefit you * Dec. 9, 16, 23, 
and 30 (11am-Ipm) © Free 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 
6415-106 St (469-9776) www.imagesab.ca © Meets every 
2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) each month featuring presentations, 
speakers, workshops, outings, monthly and year-end compe- 
titions. Photographers of all levels are welcome * $40 {indi- 
vidual membership)/$50 (family)/$20 (full-time student); visi- 
tors may attend three times before joining 


INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY-HUMAN 
RIGHTS AT HOME Art Gallery of Alberta Theatre, 2 
Churchill Sq (453-2638) * Featuring speakers Michael Phair, 
Charlene Hay, Ryan Lomenda, Momingstar Mercredi, 
Roxanne Ulanicki, Nija Jalal, and Sophia Cyre. Featuring 
entertainment by the Speaking of Schizophrenia (SOS) 
Players, Nailotic Jazz, Spirit Woman Singers * Sun, Dec. 10 
(2pm) © Free with donations of warm winter clothing to be 
distributed to local agencies in need 


INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY WRITE-FOR- 
RIGHTS Earth's General Store, 2nd Fir, 10832 Whyte Ave 
(439-8725) « Amnesty International’s Write-for-Rights Write- 
A-Thon * Sun, Dec. 10 (1-Spm) 


LUNCH BY THE BOOKS Stanley Milner Library, 1st Fir * 
What Can Happen When Communities and Universities 
Work Together? lecture by Jetf Bisanz * Dec. 7 (12:05- 
12:50) * Free 


MEDITATION * Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation Society; 11403-101 St, www.gadensamten- 
ling.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang Dhamehoe; beginner 
Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm), advanced Sun (11am- 
lpm) * Brabme Kamaris World Spiritual 
208-10132-105 St, (425-1050) wwaw.bkwsu.org; Raja Yoga 
Meditation 


PARENT TALK (451-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for parents 
at various city locations 


‘SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) * For women 
who are experiencing chaos as a result of a life crisis and 
who feel isolated « Group meets each week 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS  ‘N'ORATORS Beverly United 
Church meeting room, 11919-40 St (476-6963) Improve 
speaking skills, leadership skills, time management, organi- 
zational, listening and social skills; every Wed (7-Spm) * 
PURSUERS Best Western Cedar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway 
Boulevard (457-0808) www.pursuers.org; weekly meetings to 
improve your communication and leadership skills in a sup- 
portive environment every Wed (7-9pm) 


© CHAMBER TOASTMASTERS CLUB: (780) 459-5206; 
Visit us and learn how to deliver effective presentations, 
conduct business meetings, and develop as a communicator 
and a leader; every Thu (6pm) 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 
Ave © Special Christmas potluck dinner, Uring a vegetarian, 
vegan or raw dish for at least B people * Dec. 10 (5.30- 
6.30pm dinner; 6.30-7pm entertainment) * $2(member/$3 
(non-member) 


'WASKAHEGAN TRAIN ASSOCIATION » (968-2504) Free 


guided hike/ski, approx. 10 km at Goldbar; Dec. 17 (meet at 
10am at GOld Bar Parking lot) 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © Sex, sexual, 
gender differences in education and culture focus group * 
Contact Of. Andre Grace (andre.grace@valberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * Social 
group for bi-curious and bisexual women * 2nd Thu ea 
month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large 
tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) « 
‘Open nightly 9pm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag 
‘shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donatella NE1 in The GoDonna 
Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip con- 
test with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © 
Tue; Free poo! and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump. 
day with DJ Sexxxy Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri 
We made ’em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for 
men only, free pool and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) * Open 24/7 © www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business community 
* Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact? @hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, advoca- 
cy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387-3343) 
* Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet 
the 2nd Thu each month (8pm): 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straighit allies and sup- 
port staff * 3rd Thu ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers 
Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca} 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10409-124 St, www.edmiivingposi- 
tive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV # Every Tue (7-Spm): 
Suppart group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm. 
reduction in French, English and other African languages * 
Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 
(membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
WWw.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue 
and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) 
® Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Bears Movie 
Night: Bears Club: fast Sun ea month (1-5pm. TV room) * 
Trans Education/Support Group: Support and education for 
transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited and 
questioning individuals; 1st, 3rd, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) 
with Cody * Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens 
social and discussion group; every Sun {7pm}; Rob Wells at 
robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family Playgroup: 
2nd Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Noelle, friendsandfamily- 
playgroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie Night: 
Movie nights with themed movies and discussion after- 
wards, every Mon * TTIQ Alliance: Support meeting for 
transgender, transsexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue 
ea month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 © GLBT 
Seniors Drop-In: Every Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488- 
3234 © Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine 
Anonymous meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 425-2715 * 
HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support and social group; every 
Sat (7-Spm); yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * 
Suit Up and Show Up-Big Book Study; Sat (12-2); suitup- 
showup@hotmail.com* NOP LGBT Caucus: last Sun ea 
month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St back entrance (990- 
0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu-Sun Bpm- 
3am; Fri Sat 8pm-4am * Thu; Gorgeous featuring hostess Dr. 
Lexod Tronic. Featuring Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque 
and rotating game shows. Bands upstairs monthly * Fri: All 
Request Dance Party every Friday with DJ Jazzy * Sat 
Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs 
and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs * Sun: A fabulous Drag 
show every Sunday featuring hostess Connie Lingua. 
Rotating quests, live singers and drag Queens, with contests. 
$2 cover; free pool all night long * Weekends: $4 (mem- 
bers)/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
{noon} * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun 
Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BRIGHT NIGHTS WINTER FAMILY FESTIVAL Hawrelak 
Park, 9330 Groat Rd (426-4520) * Until Sun, Jan. 7 * 
Donation of cash or non-perishable food items for the 
Edmonton Food Bank 


BUILDING MOMENTUM FOR ALL CITIZENS Allendale 
Hall, 6330-105 St (988-3802) * Forum on the Alberta Tar 
Sands: Fundraiser potluck supper/table-top salon, door 
prizes, and music featuring Maria Dunn * Sat, Dec. 9 (6- 
Spm) 

CANADIAN FOLK MUSIC AWARDS CEREMONY Myer 
Horowitz Theatre, 8900-114 St (433-8287) Featuring per- 
formances by lan Tyson, Lynn Miles, Claude Méthé, Maria 
Dunn, DiggingRoots, Alpha Yaya Diallo, The Bills and Anita 


EVENTS 


AD lin 
post-show Nn Lister Hay! 08 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS ToURs (,,, 


Transit for a four through Byigh |... 
and Royal Alberta Museum yrcyn,s 
available at TIX on the Square 


HIMALAYAN EXPERIENCE <);,., 
Auditorium, 7 Sir Winston Church 
Evening with Cynthia Hunt, p: 
Magic Mountain, with a ta\} 
Mon, Dec. 1 (7pm) 


TLLUSIONS-MAGIC 'N MiRAci cs , 
11455-87 Ave * Thu, Dec. 28 (2, Fe 
MINKHA WOMEN'S KNITTin 

BOLIVIA Windsor Park Comm oo” AN 
(436-5732/433-3206) * Handkniy : 
House * Sat, Dec 9(10am-pm) 


MR. MS. GAY ALBERTA pag: 
CANADA’: 1ST ANNUAL TEDDY nec 
the Roost, 10345:104 St © Fis jg ONE 
teddy bears; toys will be dona " 
an Edmonton area Hospital over thy 
teddybears onsite * Sat, Dec. 9417.1.) 


ROSE BOWLIROUGE LOUNCE'S cxnpry 


Rouge Louge, 117 St, Jasper : 
Friday is Luau Friday: tropic 
Saturday is Black and White Saty 
bellydancing, hip hop and salsa, a: 
Gress to impress * No minors « 
ceeds go to 630 CHED's Sant. 
and Sat, Dec. 9 (9pm door, 10:300r, 
ST. ALBERT FILL A BUS C20) 
stores, Sobeys and Wal-Mart: Si Ai 
transit drivers, donations go to }) 
help with their Christmas Hampe 
{Sam-5pm) 

SANTA'S KIDZ-A WINTER WONDERLAND 
HIP HOP TWIST Myer-Horowit 
Benefit concert in support of 
and the Stollery Children’s Hospita 3 
$17 {adult}/$12 (youth 12 and writer) at Ticker i 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (46)- 
{9pm); James, Mi, Entertainment 
James, Mr Entertainment 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR \0231.9: 
Sun (8pm-12): with Jeannie and 8 
CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 15753-00 s\ « 
Jam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Milboune 
6565) © Every Tue (9pm): with Sonia, Proso 
CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Casiiedowns tal 
© Every Thu 

ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave (43 
with Sonia, Prosound Produc 


FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Vict 
Thu-Sat (9pm-2am); with 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 S 
(8:30pm): Gord's Best Live 
HAWKEYE'S TOO 1004-102 Si ( 
{8pm-midnight): with Deb Thulin, Hot 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Avo, 105°! 
Fri-Sat (10pm-2am); Gord's Best Live 
LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace | 
(431-5815) * Every Sun (Bpm) With E 
Entertainment 

MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4240) * 
(Spm-late): with Chris 

M0J0'S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Sa 
7888) © Every Fri (90pm): with 
Productions 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6109-90 Ave (4 
Karaoke 

O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-5 
Thu (Spm-1am) 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-176) 
Mondays: Every Mon (9pm); Ho: 
Scott Parsons * Salsa and the 
and Salsa lessons; every Thu (2p) 
ORLANDO'S 1 15153-121 St (457-1612) *8) 
Wed/Thu/Sun {9:30pm-2am): with TLC Ente 
PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 13: 
Every Thu (9:30pm-1.30am). wit 
Productions 


RATT 2-900 Students Union icy 
(492-2153) « Hey, What Are Tr 
That Tune every Tue with Colin Krieg 
every Wed (9pm); with Colin and 0 
ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (497-47 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL » Dow 
{423-3499}; every Mon-Sat (90) 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (42. 
Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (432 
{9:30pm-1.30am) * 99 St. & Ay 
Jam); with Off-Key Entertainm” 
SANTANNAS 17530 Story "2" 
Wed: (8pm-12); with Jeannie an’ ® 
INLINE AND ROLES 
19710-104 St (472-6336) * ve") ° 
night), Sat-Sun (1-5pm! ’ 
THORSBY HOTEL * Every Sat" 
Prosound 
X-WRECKS LOUNGE 1014350°'° 
11:30pm) with Sonia, Prosoun’ 
YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Carnegie é 
© Every Thu (9:30pm am): with 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE 109° >. 


y Fr 10 


5047) * Karaoke Nights: Evel’ 


“noient Hebrew text known as the 
* (Bok of Enoch, the author 
os his trip through the 10 heavens 
‘mating with God. He's surprised to 
‘at hell is here, located in the north- 
sjons of the third heaven. Why ts this 
sat to you? Because | believe it might 
‘you understand an apparent anomaly 
vill soon appear. While you'll be hav- 
sransive adventures in circumstances 
‘resemble paradise, there'll also be a 
sical area nestled right in the midst of 
heauty. It won't be a big deal or terrible 
vance as long as you recognize it early 
sjot a course around it, 


nS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 
nections are made slowly; some- 
they grow Underground,” writes 
ige Piercy in her book Circles in the 
», “You cannot tell always by looking 
tis happening. More than half a tree 
vead out in the soil under your feet.” 
icy advises us to use this strategy in 
own lives. “Penetrate quietly as the 
fhworm. Spread like the squash plant 
overruns the garden. Gnaw in the 
and use the sun to make sugar.” It so 
pens, laurus, that this is the perfect 
ological oracle for you, beginning now 
ithroughout 2007. 


NI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 
dopt-a-Gemini Week. That means it 
ld be a favourable time for you to 
yee your real parents and hook up with 


TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 
UNE |S NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


EDUCATIONAL 


COUVER ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


HELP WANTED 


E YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
Nain you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
sranteed. 7712-104 St Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


EMENTARY FILM assistant needad for character 
bith on very high-profile CBC project about 
Soil sands. Short-term contract, involves trav- 

: Fate ane must ba out-going, expe- 

Coal research, presenta fe, a self-starter, 


itted to film. Call Niobe (439-0911) or Tom 
(433-5638). 


CLASSIFIED 


426-1996 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri ¢ Em: 


“ee at Noon * Print legibly on fines at right ¢ Up to 45 Characters per line « 


M4 


some new, better ones. If you like your 


original mother and father okay but still 
want some additional nurturing, think 
about looking for a mentor. Strike up a 
dialogue with a potential sugar daddy or 
sugar mama. See if you can track down 
your very own spin-doctor, grant-writer, or 
stunt person. In short, my lovable and cud- 
dly friend, ask the universe to send you 
guardian angels who understand you at 
least as well as you understand yourself. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Writing in Whole Earth, Dr Andrew Weil 
says, “Any level of biological organization 
that we examine, from DNA up to the most 
complex body systems, shows the capacity 
for self-diagnosis, for removal of damaged 
structure, and for regeneration of new 
structure.” Contrary to what authorities in 
many fields would lead you to believe, you 
have a lot of innate power to figure out 
exactly how to fix your own problems, both 
the health-related kind and any others. 


LEO (JUL 23 -AUG 22) 

Never before in the history of the English 
language have the words “wildfire” and 
“devotion” appeared side by side. And 
yet here they are now, together at last, 
conspiring to convey a subtly spectacular 
Meaning to you. It’s time, my dear Leo, for 
you to practice wildfire devotion: to be 
both earthy and vehement, to blend 
incendiary style with deeply rooted com- 
mitment, to be as flamingly relentless as 
a wildfire in your staunch devotion to 
your future's most potent dream. 


VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 
| can’t believe I'm saying this, but doing 
lots of housework in the coming days 


CLASSIFIEDS - 


STUDENTS 
& SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


Ss” 


1923 =esee ines | -- 


could give you a big lift. At least for now, 
organizing the clutter and cleaning up a 
hundred little messes in your home could 
directly or indirectly lead to improved 
health, interesting developments in your 
sex life and upgrades in your relationship 
to future work possibilities. It might even 
free up psychic energy that has been 
stuck, help you rediscover an important 
thing you thought you'd lost and remind 
you to take better care of a crucial con- 
fection you've been taking for granted. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

This would be a good time for you to drink 
cups of coffee that are half decaffeinated 
and half caffeinated. And to become more 
curious and proactive about every one of 
your love-hate relationships. And to say 
yes and no in the same breath, and prac- 
tice patting your head while rubbing your 
stomach, and embrace your contradictions 
with big-hearted inclusiveness. I'll even 
go so far as to suggest that you may be 
able to sit very comfortably on the fence 
as you have your cake and eat it too. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

If you will ever in your life acquire the 
means to buy a huge mansion, a private 
jet and yacht, your own personal manager 
and an ecological organization devoted to 
saving endangered species in far-flung 
parts of the world, it will be in 2007. I'm 
Not saying this will definitely happen; | 
just want you to know that the astrologi- 
cal omens regarding your cash flow will 
be particularly perky in the coming 
months. But even if you don’t get the 
chance to find out if extravagant wealth 
and luxury will corrupt your beautiful 
soul, | bet you will at least get richer 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 


perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 


able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570, 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters 
8126 Gateway Bid. 439-0408 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
intervention, information, counseling & public educa- 
tion services. The polo is a list of topics we 
cover in our presentations. If required we can cus- 
tomize a presentation to meet your needs. T: (780) 
423-4102 / F: 421-8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; 
www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 
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quicker. This week will bring a juicy clue 
that will show you just what I'm talking 
about. Pay close attention. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 

Does anyone have to go to the bathroom, 
get a drink, or take some Advil? Are there 
any Nagging little concerns that need 
attending to? | urge you to take care of 
these or any other matters of personal 
comfort before we plunge into this 
assembling-jigsaw-puzzles-while-riding- 
on-a-rollercoaster kind of week, this 
swimming-the-backstroke-through-the- 
churning-waters-of-the-tunnel-of-love- 
while-wearing-a-medieval-knight's-helme 
t-and-your-sexiest-underwear kind of 
week, this everyone-for-himself-but- 
we're-all-in-this-together kind of week. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 

A Detroit woman became so crushed by 
despair that she decided to kill herself. 
Ethel Farbinger's husband and mother had 
died within the span of a month, and she 
felt she couldn't go on. Retreating to a 
bathroom with the intention of plunging a 
knife into her heart, she was diverted fram 
her plan by a vision shimmering in the toi- 
let bowl. There in the water she saw an 
image of Saint Padre Pio, who spoke to 
her. “Ending it all will cause more prob- 
lems than it will solve,” he said. “Let 
God's love help you through this ordeal.” 
Farbinger’s suicidal urges instantly depart- 
ed, and she returned to her life with a 
fenewed sense of purpose. | don't believe 
you're in anywhere near as bad a shape 
as she was, Capricom, but! suspect there 
will be at least one similarity between her 
story and yours: You'll find redemption 
where once there was crap. 


@) 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 -FEB 18) 
One of my relatives who was born under 
the sign of Aquarius once locked herself 
in her art studio for six months and paint- 
ed 20 giant canvases all with the same 
theme: hurricanes extinguishingagerest 
fires. Then she went through a phase 
when she specialized in painting punk 
angels with tattered wings swooping 
down to give birthday cakes and balloons 
to bums in junkyards. After that she 
emerged fully into the world again and 
lived her life in a way that resembled the 
paintings she'd been doing. She acted 
like a metaphorical hurricane as she put 
out metaphorical forest fires, and she 
went around helping the underprivileged 
while styling herself in the persist a 
punk angel. She's your role model for the 
coming weeks, Aquarius. It will be a 
great time to translate your eccentric 
dreams and private fantasies into practi- 
cal actions. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

lf you're a man, your penis just might 
grow bigger in the coming weeks. If 
you're a woman, your ability to experi- 
ence profound and poetic emotions will 
deepen. No matter what gender you are, 
your capacity for orgasmic pleasure 
could increase. And this is just a frac- 
tion of the advances that are potemelly 
in the offing for your tribe. Buoyant cos- 
mic energies are surging within you, 
enhancing everything related to your joy 
and vitality and confidence. It's as if 
your animal intelligence is getting a 
boost from a divine form of lust; as if 
you're tapping into a source of high- 
octane energy that originates in God's 
libido. w 


Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support groups 
and workshops for parents. Various city locations. Call 
481-1292 for information. 


PHONE DISCONNECTED? 


FANTASTIC RATES 
GUARANTEED APPROVAL 


10 EASY RECONNECT, GET AECONNECTED 


-877-446-5877 


STUDIOS FOR RENT 


Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent. 200-500 SF. 
Great Downtown location at the Great West Saddlery 
Bldg, 10137-104 St. Call Mike 429-4092 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREESFREE 

ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ 
ing, in person, tax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks. if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Window Painting 
by Smith Grasdat 
479 5623 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Online/Correspondence 
Job Overseas Guaranteec!@ 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 St 
(Coigary Trall Southbound Across from Save-or-Foods) 


8-270-2941 _ aT r 
she Ore 


globaltesol.com 


Print your ad here... 


CLASSIFIEDS 


DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13, 2006 


Positions available: 
seasonal or part time sales. 
seasonal, part time 


Drop your application at any of.our 5 locations; 
West Edmonton Gap Adult, : 
witest Edmonton Gap Kids, 
Kingsway Garden Mall Gap and Gap ki 
Edmonton City Centre Gap, ph nae 
Southgate Mall Gap and a Kids | 


‘Hiring Bonus 


CASH 
CANADA 


Are you tired of trying to find the right “job?” Come 
join a team where you can have the right career! 


Canada’s Leading collateral loans company 
Requires enthusiastic 


Loans / Sales Clerks 


You offer: 

* Above average customer service skills 
© The desire to succeed in all you do 

° A top notch attitude 


We offer: 

© Remarkable advancement opportunities 
* Ongoing training and support 

© Outstanding wages and benefits 


This is an entry-level position with terrific 
advancement opportunities. 


Please forward your resume to: 
Cash Canada Group Ltd. 
Fax: (780) 424-1242 
E-mail: careers@cashcanada.com 
Canada’s #1 Pawnbroker 


is true of the ser’ who work here. att tio we offer fu 
paced work, as well as many opportunities to challenge yo 
thing different and take your career aoe muttiple gis 


or full time stock associate ; 
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“CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


~ the winner must be 18 or older 

~ prize must be accepted as awarded 

- no one may enter any contest more 
than once 

~ you may win only once every 60 days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

- Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ee 
Century Dinner Theatre is now holding auditions for 
its 2007 season. Please email ada ca to 
make an Tessa 


Edmonton Fashion Week seeks aspiring fashion 
designers Sane ists for Cheap and Chic Contest for 
Mar, 22-28. Media Exposure and Promotional oppor- 
tunities. Please e-mail planetze@shaw.ca or call 428- 

3499. Studio located at 10055-80 Ave. Open Wed - 
Sat 12am-Spm. 


eye beat to perform for possible New 
Years Eve bash. Please drop by the studio if interest- 
ed or call Planet Ze Design Center, 428-3499 


Wanted: A pier rcemy sl ce a 


Ch an vali atl and 


ANIMATED FILM CONTEST FOR YOUNG CANA- 
DIANS- MAKE THE PIXELS DANCE: from now ‘til 
Jan. 15, 2007 on the NFB'S Focus on Animation Web 
site. Youth from 9-20 are invited to grab a cell phone 
or digital camera and make a film up to three min- 
utes long, with the ordinary—or not so ordinary—mate- 
rials around them. nfb.ca/animation. 


Call for poets to participate in $ Country Fair 
‘2007, the Lotos Land spoken word stage, Email 
Blaine or Dee at mostvocal@canada.com, give a 

sample of work (2-3 poems), a bio. 


Lt ae Mum, a collective of artists with 
aie real Se ‘and child- 
care! artsymum@gmail.com 


dancers to perform for possible New Years 
Eve bash. Drop by the aes call-Planet Ze Design: 


Planet Ze Design: looking for palermnt artists, 
models, dancers, and actors in regards to Edmonton 


Fashion Week. Call 428-3499 for more info. Drop-ins 
welcome. 1055-80 Ave, 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


eh 
Christmas Morning Smiles C. 


ee 
Support the Youth Emerg 


— 
Volunteer for New Year's 


FOUND: PINK iPOD yon bus 
lanetnet top’ 


VOLUNTEER 


on Wheels are cee Unwrap, ma cio 

able for seniors. Drop off at % 
11111-103 Ave, Dec. 1-15 
. lise ee Pete tee 
livery of gifts: 18-Christmes 5.9 
2020 for info ms Day. 


Phone 468- ano mncy Shr Soai 


Team leaders needed to Volunteer er fc fath 
Schedule and oversee: oti. 

donation desks and special events p 
7682 of Www.christmasbuyre3, 


and outdoor security, craft are: ee He Downton ’ 
dants and snowball throwing ch 
more. Commitment of only 5 ho Sons 
2822 ext. 31. wwweeventsedmonton cs fy. 


Mentors for Children/Youth. 5, 
models needed to share time and interest 
care. Evening or weekend placement 

Various locations. Lily @ 4 


Old Strathcona Youth Soci 
teers aged 21+ interested 
youth, drop-in setting. Ph 
Osyc@telus net 


We believe that all childre 
families and schools, and 
have real jobs, homes and frie: 
help to open the gates to communit 

area, 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative bg 
Who Want to learn more about liver health. Camm 
designers, health promoters, publ 
come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Mel) 


Open Auditions: every Thursday pa 8pm-12am 
at THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail, Edmonton's 
only Dueling Piano Bar, For info Ph Tim @ 904-7455. 


ARTISTS/PHOTOGRAPHERS: darkroom to share, 
excellent equipment. Nominal fee for 
chemicals/photo paper. Bernadette @ 868-7353 or 
email: belaberge@shaw.ca 


Musicians 


Drummer needed for 4-piece original rock band 


Cacsidy. Wi jams/regular gigs. Visit 
ae mie 


Bassist, Leduc area, seeks other musicians. 
Rock, folk, blues, country, no jazz. 
Good gear, can gig, call 387-3343. 


R&B band looking for player. 
www.chainoffools.ca; Danny at (780) 509-5160, 


Vocal Improvisation Group—just starting! The 1st 
Sat ea month; 1-4pm, using our voice as an instru- 
ment in impro-excercises, in free vocal improvisation. 
Estheranna (780) 432 2226 or e-mail: 
estheranna.st@gmx.ch. 


Local a cappella group seeking singers. Looking 
for one male and one female, ot two females. Contact 
info@svenblvd.com if you're interested. 


Exp. mature bess wAvcals seeks like-minded 
musicians for jam sessions (classic rock 
covers), Occas. no bar gigs. No drugs. Mike 474-3740. 


Multi-instrumentalist from Leduc looking for other 
musicians to create music siete 980-4009. 


recap veo a as HE BCA 


PERSONALS 


Male desires tall, slender female, 34-36 bust, 
blonde or brunette/oriental for holiday ski trip. Nice 
resort, hot tub, all expenses paid. Must enjoy party- 

ing and lots of sex 299-9547. : 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 31. 
413-0294 (24/7) 


FEMALES NEEDEDIIL- Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website is 
currently looking for young attractive ie 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Mate ustry, 348-26-32. very 0 


SEX TRADE. WORKERS. — 


a 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY.“ ~~ “Ghhrittay: Sexy hot italian v/! wie 


Fall hours of Edmonton Bicycle Commutay 
BikeWorks. Edmonton's volunt " 
Wed 5-9pm and Sat 12 (noon}-Spr 

to change, please call ahead to confim 


Sponsor a guide dog pup for Christ 
www.albertaguidedog.com, 


Help to broadcast news for blind ip 
restricted Edmontonians! Email « Q 
printeanada.com, or call 45 


Do you want to have fun driving grandes 
grandpas? We pay your gas! |f you can spaed 
per week/ Monday-Fridays during the day al 
your own vehicle, we would love to 
Deanna at Seniors Driving C 


Volunteer Yoga Instructor: Strathcom 
Senior Centre. Ph Rita Mittolstondt! «0 
Volunteers Needed! to te2ch « 
English toadult immigrants at a pub! 
locations, avail. 1-2 days/Wwk. No & 
Call Judy 424-3 


Volunteers Needed! to be 
Spanish eke newcomel 
Judy 424-3545 
Ss eee 
Volunteers Needed! fo: sinple 
solicitation phone calls. Downtown 
2-8 hours/week. Call Jud) 


Chat live or meat focat gay m2" bt 
por gy Sig Enter owe 2 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian bun: 
yi: tight, toned, tanned. Su 
ability, 965 


jutgoing redhead: | 
availability: 441-1$ 


busty; 23; ask her about aa 
ty; 441° 


oi as la ; 
Mae-Ling: 20 yr old ie 

no rush service: 202" 
roe call'for availability, °° 


(SEX.COLUMN 
uc 


1 @alsexe 


i A 4 
ih a platonic single straight 

: a ee mid-20s who could 
sso. first Sex toy, but doesn’t 
jorable enough with her sexu- 

yy one on her own. The holidays 
iie the perfect excuse to give a 
keeps on giving. | was going to 
agift certificate or gift from a 
friendly online store since she 
& uncomfortable going into an adult 
nda vibrating gift under the tree 


make Christmas morning a little 


fassing. * 

the first girl I've ever met who 
have at least one toy. I don't think 
ied to her female friends to get 
py or gift certificate, and | imagine 
ight be uncomfortable with my 


rajeVine 
SERS 


See 


crulseline text - try for free! text “xtra” to SFREE 


telling them she could really use a sex 
toy. But it’s been years since the girl's 
had sex. | can see how giving a toy as 
gift can be awkward because it can 
become associated with the visual image 
of the gifter. But among friends without a 
great deal of cash, it could also be 
uncomfortable for her to receive a gift 
certificate for $50 or $100. Is there a way 
around this that results in a more sexual- 
ly fulfilled and less tense friend? 

LOVE, SECRET SANTA 


DEAR SECRET 

She might be uncomfortable with you 
telling her friends she needs a good buzz- 
off? Do you think? Please, please, put 
down the gift certificate and back away 
slowly, There is no way for this to go well, 
and too many possible bad endings to 
count. | suppose for maximum mortifica- 
tion you could save the gift-presentation 
for whatever party she and all your mutual 
friends will be attending, and let her do 


Hot Male Chat.| | 


FREE Trial Code: 2315 


780.413.7122 
(Croncetirte) 


75 min/S$24.95: 1.900.451.2853 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 

FREE Trial tor MEW: 
702.2223 


the stammering and blushing in public, but 
I'm confident that the moment would suck 
for her whether public or alone with you, 
the friend who suddenly seems to know 
too much and be thinking too deeply about 
what does or doesn’t go on between her 
sheets. You're very well-meaning and it's 
nice that you care and all, but just don’t. 

| see one way that you could ensure 
that she has access to what you have 
determined she needs, but it’s both 
expensive and rather ridiculous: on the 
Romper Roomish principal that you 
shouldn't bring any if you don’t have 
enough for everyone, pass out the gift 
certificates to your whole circle, whoever 
you'd normally be buying presents for, 
boys and girls alike. Then you'll just be 
thought of as generous, if slightly pervy, 
instead of creepily overinvolved in the sex 
life of someone with whom you are not 
and will not be having sex. Unless you 
actually do want to have sex with her, in 
which case | still wouldn't recommend 


sas a 
| 
| 
i 


968- 


310 


ichewan) Whitec 


‘or Women Seeking Romantic 


\ffairs & the Men Who 


Vant to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


866-742-2218 


buying her a vibrator. 

Oy. This is very complicated. It makes 
me glad I'm Jewish and don't have to buy 
Christmas presents for anyone, let alone 
receive any. It's a minefield! Who knew? 
LOVE ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 
We are trying to have a baby. After hav- 
ing sex, the semen doesn’t stay in but 
trickles out of the vagina? 

Why does it happen, what should we 
do to keep it in, so! can conceive? 
LOVE, DRIPPY 


DEAR DRIP 
The only connection between your letter 
and the one proceeding is the way they 
produced an involuntary and audible 
“Don't do that!” from me as | read them. 
Don't have a baby! 

Oh, relax. You can have a baby, but you 
should already know the answer to this, 
and | can't help wondering what else you 


| Caoorts Doe: i 
Cu 


49055 


the fifth day, does your true love give you five golden vibrators? 


don’t know. The semen trickles out because 
its already done its job. Only a very small 
part of the ejaculate is made up of sperm, 
the rest is what would be called “inagtge 
ingredients” if your husband were ejaculat- 
ing, say, toothpaste instead of semen. The 
carrier fluid coagulates briefly, just so it 
won't run down your leg before the sperm 
have made their escape. Once the sperms 
have gone, the leftover gunk liquifies and 
tuns down your aforementioned leg to form 
the “wet spot” of lore. If it didn’t, you'd be 
carrying the leftover goo from a lifetime of 
sexual encounters around with you until you 
scrubbed it out with a bottlebrush, and that 
is nota nice picture. ~> 

You're fine. If your question really does 
reflect your general state of knowledge 
about these things, please get a book 
Get several. Get a library card. This baby- 
having business is not simple, and while 
there is such a thing as too much infor- 
mation, too little information is worse 
LOVE, ANDREA 


Nis U, St. Albert, Sherwood Park, Devon, Drayton Nalley, 
Hinton, Lloydminster, Ardrosson, Redwater, Morinville, Beaumont 


. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13, 2006 


TRAGICALLY HIP 
WORLD CONTAINER 


Canada’s pre-eminent rock band, The 
Tragically Hip, return with ‘World 
Container, their first new album since 
last year’s double disc hits package, 
‘Yer Favourites’ which chronicled the 
albums that to date have generated 
over 6,000,000 album sales in Canada 
alone. ‘World Container’ is produced by 
Bob Rock and features the hit singles, 
“In View” and “The Lonely End of The 
Rink”, and is one of the best collections 
of music of 2006. This album is a must 
have for all music lovers. 


Show Dates: 
January 13 - Grand Prairie 
January 14 - Edmonton 
January 16 - Red Deer 
January 17 - Lethbridge 
January 19 - Regina 
January 20 - Winnipeg 


$14.99 | 


ALEXISONFIRE 


or less CRISIS 


album from 


This 
Alexisonfire unleashes 11 stunning new 
songs, crafted with mature thoughts, 
embedded with stunning heart felt lyrics 


amazing new 


and riffs. Alexisonfire created Crisis 

solely for every listeners enjoyment, 

and without a doubt have successfully 

created an album that will sustain for 

many years to come. ‘Crisis’ includes 

the singles “This Could Be Anywhere In 
The World” and “Boiled Frogs”. 


| CITY AND COLOR 
SOMETIMES 


City and Colour features the 
highly anticipated artistry 
of Alexisonfire’s very own 
Dallas Green. Dallas Green‘s 
full-length platinum album 
entitled “Sometimes”, released under his solo 
moniker City and Colour, features Green's melodically 
driven musical lyricism on solo acoustic guitar. With 
a poignant voral styling and lyrics that speak of 
impulse and introspection, Green affects his audience 
by offering his own personal testimony. 


Show Dates: 
January 6 - Edmonton 
January 7 - Calgary 
January 8 - Winnipeg 


Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


a 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
Sth Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


SNOW PATROL 
NO STRANGE}! 


Snow Patrol’s last album ‘Final Stray! 
was one of the top 10 best-selling (Dj 
in the UK in 2004, and enjoyed great 
success around the world. Wit 
brand new album entitled ‘Eyes Up: 

Wconsisting of several intimately craftet 
and intensely personal ballads like “Sef 
The Fire To The Third Bar” (featuring 
Martha Wainwright), and smash hif 
single “Chasing Cars”, set against those 
are trademark Snow Patrol rock songs 
like the first single “You're All | Have 

and “Hands Open”. 


Show Dates: 
Winnipeg - April 7 
Calgary - April 9 
Edmonton - April 10 


univepbat 


ow 


umMmusic-ca 


* See in-store for details, Prices in effect until January 31, 2007 or while quantities last. HMV reserves the righit to limit quantities. 


give ts: 


the HMV gift card 


music e DVD e more 
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